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The  two  volume  Sherborn  Hiscoric  Resources  Survey  completes  the 
Sherborn  Historical  Commission’s  goal  of  providing  a survey  of 
architecturally  and  historically  important  properties  throughout 
the  town. 


The  survey  was  financed  in  part  by  a grant  from  the  National 
Trust  for  Historic  Preservation,  funds  from  the  Town  of  Sherborn 
throught  the  Sherborn  Historical  Commission  and  private  contribu- 
tions. This  study  includes  a National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
Miltiple  Resource  Nomination  and  175  Massachusetts  Historical 
Commission  survey  forms  pertaining  to  various  architecturally 
and/or  historically  significant  buildings  and  sites. 


The  Commission’s  purpose  in  publishing  the  survey  is  to  help 
make  Sherborn  citizens  aware  of  the  town’s  rich  history.  It  is 
hoped  the  survey  will  encourage  preservation  of  Sherborn’s 
Important  properties  and  to  encourage  their  proper  maintenance 
and  restoration. 


The  chairman  wishes  to  thank  those  members  who  gave  freely  of 
their  time  and  Information;  these  include:  Grace  Shepard,  Susan 
Ware,  Joseph  Blanchard,  Chris  Wheeler,  Jean  Homer  and  Penny  Brown. 
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A)  PHYSICAL  DESCRIPTION 

Sherborn  is  located  in  southeastern  Middlesex  County  about  21  miles  south- 
west of  Boston.  The  town  contains  17.12  square  miles  or  about  11,000 
acres.  Its  extreme  horth-South  length  is  about  5 miles  and  it  averages 
4 miles  east-West.  It  is  bounded  by  Natick  on  the  north  and  northeast, 
Millis  on  the  south,  Holliston  on  the  southwest,  Ashland  on  the  west  and 
Framingham  on  the  northwest.  Most  of  its  territory  lies  between  the  Charles 
River  and  Dopping  Brook  which  roughly  definer;  part  of  its  east  and  west 
boundaries . 


Sherborn 's  geological  structure  is  Sienite.  Primitive  crystalline  rocks 
outcrop  abundantly  in  the  southwest  and  eastern  parts  of  Town.  Deep  deposits 
of  very  course  drift  consisting  of  large  boulders  and  angular  fragments 
of  ledges  are  situated  in  north  Sherborn.  Altered  mica  slate  lies  in  the 
central  and  western  parts  of  Town.  Alluvial  formations  occur  in  the  valleys, 
meadows,  and  beneath  ponds. 

fv 

Characterized  by  rolling  hills  running  northwest-southeast,  Sherborn  has 
21  hills  which  are  high  enough  to  appear  on  geodetic  maps.  The  highest 
elevations  are  located  in  north  Sherborn.  Brush  Hill  and  Peter's  Hill 
rise  to  heights  of  380  and  290  feet,  respectively.  Low  elevations  of 
130-150  feet  are  located  in  south  Sherborn  - along  the  Charles  River  and 
west  of  Bullard  Street. 


Sherborn  is  rich  in  water  resources.  It  possesses  numerous^prings , six 
streams,  and  several  sizeable  ponds.  Most  of  the  streams  by  which  the 
town  is  drained  take  their  rise  on  the  sides  of  Brush  Hill.  Boggestow 
Brook  drains  the  southwestern  section  of  the  town.  Sherborn 's  waterways 
powered  saw  and  gristmills  from  the  late  17th  to  early  20th  centuries. 

As  early  as  c.  1678  Thomas  Sawin  constructed  a sawmill  to  the  north  of 
Brush  Hill  Road  on  Chestnut  or  Course  Brook.  During  the  early  1680' s 
Sawin  provided  building  materials  for  the  town's  first  meeting  house. 

Sawin  also  built  a mill  for  the  Indians  on  Indian  Brook  in  what  is  now 
Natick.  Indian  Brook  flows  from  the  eastern  slopes  of  Brush  Hill.  The 
c.  1710  grist  mill  of  Capt.  Joseph  Ware  and  Capt.  Joseph  Morse  on  Sewall's 
Brook  (north  of  Goulding  Street)  is  considered  by  several  local  historians 
to  be  Sherborn 's  first  commercial  enterprise.  Sewall’s  Brook  was  named 
4 for  Judge  Samuel  Sewall,  noted  late  17th  century  diarist,  Salem  witch-craft 
trial  magistrate,  and  Sherborn  land  owner.  Dirty  Meadow  Brook  is  a little 
' stream  which  connects  the  meadow  of  that  name  on  the  western  side  of  Wash- 
^^jiiiton  Street  with  the  Brown  Meadow  surrounding  Mill  Pond.  During  the 
early  19th  century  Brown  Meadow  Brook  was  dammed  by  Le lands  to  form  Mill 
Pond. 


-2- 


Sherborn's  largest  pond  is  Farm  Pond.  This  spring  fed  glacial  kettle 
pond  covers  124  acres.  Its  great  size  prompted  19th  century  cartographers  , 
and  local  residents  to  call  it  Farm  Lake.  In  fact  it  is  classified 

as  a Great  Pond.  Prior  to  mid  17th  century  English  settlement  it  was  a 
camp  ground  for  Indians.  Since  the  mid  19th  century  its  shores  have  been 
utilized  as  recreation  areas.  From  c.  1870-1900  the  attractions  of  its 
groves  (most  notable  Clovernook)  included  picnic  areas,  bandstands,  and 
docks  for  sightseeing  steamers.  During  the  winter  months  Clark  and  Sons 
operated  a lucrative  ice  business  which  flourished  on  Farm  Pond  from  the 
1880' s until  the  1930' s.  Clark's  large  frame  ice  houses  stood  on  Lake  Street 
"where  the  road  comes  closest  to  the  water. " 

Swamp  Pond,  located  about  a mile  to  the  northwest  of  Farm  Pond,  straddles 
Farm  Road.  To  the  north  of  Swamp  Pond,  situated  deep  in  the  woods,  is 
Little  Pond.  Covering  25  acres,  this  pond  is  a haven  for  ducks,  geese  and 
other  water  fowl.  It  is  well  stocked  with  perch,  bass,  pickeral  and  other 
pan  fish.  Both  Farm  and  Little  Ponds  are  well  suited  for  winter  ice  fishing. 

Over  time  Sherborn's  citizens  have  derived  their  livelihood  primarily 
from  agricultural  pursuits.  Sherborn's  soil  is  generally  rocky  yet  fertile. 
It  has  long  been  recognized  as  a Massachusetts  fruit  growing  town  of  first 
rank.  Apple  orchards  are  located  in  virtually  every  part  of  town.  As  early 
as  the  1650' s Thomas  Holbrook  planted  Sherborn's  first  fruit  trees.  His 
farm,  situated  in  south  Sherborn  (Form  144)  was  spared  destruction  during 
King  Phillip's  War  because  he  allowed  the  Indians  to  partake  of  his  orchards. 


The  Porter  Apple  is  said  to  have  originated  in  Sherborn.  It.  v/as  first 
cultivated  (c.  1750)  on  the  Rev.  Samuel  Porter's  farm  in  Sherborn  center 
(8  Washington  St.,  Form  147). 

During  the  late  19th  century  Sherborn  supported  as  many  as  20  cider  mills. 
The  Holbrook  Cider  Mill  (1853-1909)  located  on  Forest  Street,  was  "the 
World's  Largest  Cider  Mill".  Its  champagne  cider  was  shipped  to  Europe 
and  distant  parts  of  the  United  States.  Its  long  rectangular  3 story 
brick  buildings,  chimneys,  and  sheds  stood  on  either  side  of  the  Framingham 
and  Mansfield  Ra  ilroad  tracks.  Today  only  remnants  of  this  complex  remain 
(Form  36 ) . 

In  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  fruit  trees  Sherborn's  soil  is  excellent 
for  grass  and  pasturage.  North  Sherborn  became  an  area  of  dairy  farms 
between  c.  1880  and  1940.  These  farms  were  located  along  Western  Ave., 
Hunting  Lane,  Prospect  Street  and  Kendall  Ave.  (e.g.  Prospect  Hill  Farm, 

8l  Hunting  Lane,  Form  48).  Sherborn's  dairy  farmers  were  among  the  first 
in  the  state  to  pasteurize  milk.  Today,  the  Sunshine  Dairy  (1941)  on 
Kendall  Ave.  is  one  of  the  few  dairy  farms  still  operating  within  Sherborn's 
borders ^ (Form  52). 

Approximately  16%  of  Sherborn's  acreage  is  swamp,  marsh  and  bog.  The 
large  aifiount  of  swamp  area  is  associated  with  the  natural  water  courses 
through  the  town  and  the  Charles  River  bordering  it  to  the  east.  These 
lowlands  provided  ideal  conditions  for  the  growth  of  certain  pre  20th 
century  trades  - e.g.  leather  dressing,  willow  weaving  and  cranberry  growing. 
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^iter  the  Revolution,  Eleazer  Dowse,  a leather  dresser,  and  his  four 
*ns  used  the  boggy  lowland  behind  Everett  Street  for  the  digging  of 
pits  in  which  to  soak  hides.  Dowses  became  known  far  beyond  Sherborn's 
borders  as  master  whip  makers  and  shoe  manufacturers. 

Rev.  John  Fleming  and  his  brothers  established  a willow  industry  which 
flourished  in  Sherborn  between  c.  1848  and  1900.  Their  principal  crop 
was  harvested  in  a marshy  area  behind  the  present  North  Main  Street  shop- 
ping center.  Long  willow  shoots  were  soaked  in  the  waters  of  brooks 
which  ran  beneath  the  Flemings'  Maple  Street  dwellings,  (nos.  18  and  58 
Maple  Street).  Among  their  products  were  baskets  of  all  sizes,  trinket 
boxes  and  large  hampers. 


In  addition  the  town’s  swales  and  bogs  provided  ideal  conditions  for 
cranberry  growing.  Sherborn's  cranberry  business  was  underway  by  1850. 

By  1870  there  were  8 farms  taxed  on  their  cranberry  meadows.  Particularly 
rich  harvests  were  yielded  from  Sewall's  Meadow  and  Dirty  Meadow. 

The  nutritious  grasses  of  these  lowlands  or  "wet  prairies"  attracted  the 
first  English  settlers  to  Boggestow,  later  Sherborn.  It  is  said  that  the 
town's  "first  families"  found  land  cleared  by  the  Indians  in  the  Stannox 
section  of  Sherborn.  (Stannocks  or  wigwams  housed  the  Nipmuck  Indians). 

In  addition  to  "wet  prairies"  and  cleared  land  Sherborn's  dense  forests 
contained  white  and  yellow  oak,  hickory,  chestnut,  pine  and  hemlock  trees. 

f^^itially,  (1652-1680),  settlement  was  confined  to  south  Sherborn  near 
n,  Charles  River.  By  the  early  1700 's  land  had  been  cleared  for  farms 
in  virtually  every,  part  of  town.  Between  1655  and  1792  six  burial  grounds 
were  laid  out  in  the  town's  various  neighborhoods.  Generally  rectangular 
in  plan  these  cemeteries  are  surrounded  by  fieldstone  walls  and  contain 
gravestones  composed  of  a variety  of  materials,  (slate,  limestone,  sedi- 
mentary stone,  etc.).  These  burial  grounds  include  the  Old  South  Cemetery 
(South  Main  Street,  founded  1655),  the  Farm  Cemetery  (Farm  Road,  founded 
1688)  , the  Central  Cemetery  (Sherborn  center,  founded  c.  1685)  , Brush 
Hill  Cemetery  (Perry  Street,  founded  1785),  the  New  South  Cemetery  (South 
Main  Street,  founded  1790,  the  West  Cemetery  (Maple  Street,  founded  1791) 
and  the  Plain  Cemetery  (North  Main  Street,  founded  1792) . For  information 
on  Sherborn's  17th  and  18th  century  burial  grounds  see  Forms  801-807. 

It  was  not  until  the  early  19th  century  that  areas  of  relatively  dense 
settlement  developed  in  Sherborn.  After  the  Revolution  an  architectural 
entity  recognizable  as  a town  center  began  to  evolve  around  the  meeting 
house's  hill  to  the  south  of  Edward's  Plain.  By  1820  Sherborn  Center's 
area  encompassed  a meeting  house,  burial  ground,  two  stores,  a tavern 
and  several  substantial  residences  as  well  as  barns  and  outbuildings.  By 
1875  a town  hall,  high  school  and  a second  church  had  been  added  to  Sherborn 
Center's  collection  of  buildings. 


To  the  north  of  Sherborn  Center,  on  Edward's  Plain,  a " light' manufacturing 
m trict"  evolved  between  c.  1795  and  the  Civil  War.  Its  residences, 
barns  and  shops  fcrmed  a linear  configuration  along  North  Main  Street 
from  the  old  Framingham  and  Mansfield  Railroad  tracks  to  the  Natick  line. 


^1.  U . 
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Particularly  noteworthy  and  still  intact  is  a cluster  of  Greek  Revival 
residences  built  between  1840  and  1860  at  Dowse’  Corner.  The  focal  point 
of  this  area  was  Nathaniel  Dowse’  shoe  shop.  This  3^  story  frame  structure 
was  located  on  the  triangle  formed  by  Coolidge  and  North  Main  Streets. 
(Dowse'  shoe  factory  burned  in  1907). 

Several  Sherborn  house  lots  retain  mid  19th  century  landscape  features. 
Built  during  the  1850' s,  the  grounds  of  the  George  H.  Clark  House  at 
16  North  Main  Street  (Form  86)  and  the  Clark-Northrup  House  at  93  Maple 
Street  (Form  70)  exhibit  semi-circular  driveways,  assymetrical  and  regi- 
mental arrangements  of  trees,  granite  gate  posts,  fieldstone  walls,  etc. 

Pine  Hill  Cemetery's  landscape  with  its  rugged  terrain,  winding  paths, 
ornate  monuments  and  picturesque  vistas  is  Mount  Auburn-like  in  its  sophis- 
tication. Dedicated  in  1852,  it  was  designed  by  Jacob  Pratt  who  lived 
at  9 North  Main  Street  (Form  84)  . 

Late  19th  century  additions  to  Sherborn 's  landscape  included  the  tracks 
of  the  old  Framingham  and  Mansfield  Railroad  (1869-1870,  running  north- 
south  through  east  Sherborn)  and  the  barns,  sheds,  stone  water  towers  and 
windmills  of  northwest  Sherborn  dairy  farms. 

Between  c.  1900  and  1930  south  Sherborn  became  an  area  of  country  estate 
construction  activity.  Boston  based  architects  enlarged  existing  18th 
and  early  19th  century  dwellings  and  built  rambling  Colonial  Revival  , 

Residences  (e.g.  the  1915  Dutch  Colonial  Revival  Henry  G.  Vaughn  House, 

Form  iHS'on  Sparhawk  Road).  Portions  of  this  area's  farmland  and  forests 
were  transformed  by  the  addition  of  formal  English  gardens,  tea  houses, 
stables,  and  long  driveways.  On  a Forest  Street  estate  a Versatile- like 
all^e  was  cut  through  woodlands  to  visually  link  the  main  house  with  the 
Charles  River. 

After  World  War  II  a shopping  center  consisting  of  several  19th  century 
frame  structures  and  modern  brick  buildings  was  created  on  North  Main 
Street  to  the  north  of  the  old  Framingham  and  Mansfield  Railroad  tracks. 
Traditionally  Sherborn 's  commercial  district  had  been  located  in  Sherborn 
Center,  further  to  the  south,  (e.g.  Sanger-Hawes  Store). 

The  story  of  settlement  patterns  in  Sherborn  is  inextricably  bound  to 
the  development  of  Sherborn 's  system  of  roads.  The  town's  roads,  by  and 
large,  possess  a rural  charm  that  is  found  in  very  few  areas  of  eastern 
Massachusetts.  Its  winding  ways,  bounded  by  rustic  stone  walls  and  lush 
foliage  add  mich  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  town.  Indeed  a late  19th 
century  state  guide  praises  Sherborn  as  "a  banner  town  for  good  roads  and 
pleasant  drives".  In  1884  the  town  accepted  a statuterregardiags'shade 
trees.  The  following  year  these  trees  were  purchased  and  planted  in 
various  parts  of  town.  In  1885  a law  was  passed  at  Town  Meeting  which 
outlawed  the  placement  of  advertising  on  the  town's  trees,  fences  and 
buildings. 

The  story  of  Sherborn 's  road  system  begins  in  southeast  Sherborn  near  the 
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^IP«irles  River,  The  first  road  in  this  area  was  laid  out  in  the  1650' s. 

It  linked  Morse's  garrison  house  (see  177  Farm  Road,  Form  33L)  with  Bullard's 
Fort.  Little  more  than  a passable  way,  it  embraced  part  of  Lake  Street, 
Forest  Street,  Snow  Street  and  South  Main  Street  to  Death's  Bridge. 

(Death's  Bridge  linked  Sherborn  with  Medf ield. ) Another  venerable  thorough- 
fare is  Farm  Road.  It  linked  Daniel  Morse's  farm  with  Main  Street.  Over 
time  it  has  been  called  "The  Road  to  the  Farm" , "The  Village  Road  to 
Dover",  and  Trinity  Street  (because  of  its  proximity  to  Pilgrim  Church). 

By  the  mid  1670' s a large  portion  of  Main  Street  had  been  laid  out.  An 
important  impetus  for  road  building  was  the  construction  of  the  first 
meeting  house  in  the  early  1680' s.  Four  important  thoroughfares  converged 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  meeting  house's  hill  - including  Farm  Road,  Main, 
Washington,  and  Maple  Streets.  Washington  Street,  along  with  Greenwood 
Street,  Ash  Lane  and  Hollis  Street  formed  part  of  the  old  Hartford  Turn- 
pike . 

Maple  Street  was  once  the  principal  route  to  Ashland.  It  extends  approxi- 
mately two  miles  along  the  southern  edges  of  Paul  and  Bear  Hills.  At  some 
point  in  the  late  19th  century  Emerson  Holden  planted  Vermont  Maple  trees 
along  this  hilly  thoroughfare. 


By  the  late  18th  century  Sherborn  was  linked  to  Framingham  by  three  roads, 
Coolidge  Street  linked  Main  Street  with  the  Eames  farm  in  what  is  now 
j^uth  Framingham  having  been  cut  through  the  wilderness  about  1701. 

as  the  "Eoad  to  Eames"  it  was  lined  with  the  farm  "houses  of  Coolidges, 
Kendalls,  Phipps* and  Russells.  "The  Old  Road  to  Framingham"  was  composed 
of  Green  Lane,  a section  of  Hunting  Lane  and  Perry  Street.  Prospect 
Street,  to  the  south  of  Coolidge  Street  was  called  "the  New  Road  to  Framing- 
ham" , 

Along  with  Main  Street, Western  Avenue  is  another  major  north-south  artery. 
Known  as  "The  Way  to  the  Sudbury  River"  during  the  18th  c.  it  was  later 
known  as  "The  Road  to  the  West"  (c.  1822-1825) . 


The  Sherborn  map  of  1788  indicates  that  by  that  year  most  of  the  town's 
present  major  north-south,  east-west  arteries  were  in  existence  - with 
the  exception  of  roads  yet  to  be  cut  through  lowlands.  Laid  out  in  1830, 
Eliot  Street  was  initially  called  "The  New  Road  Across  the  Plain".  During 
the  1850 's  Washington  Street  was  extended  beyond  Greenwood  Street  to 
Woodland  Street.  Lake  Street  (northern  segment)  was  laid  out  through 
marshland  in  the  mid  1850' s.  North  Main  Street  was  extended  beyond  Everett 
Street  to  Natick  in  1857.  The  eastern  portion  of  Hunting  Lane  was  laid 
out  in  1858. 


Extensive  road  construction  did  not  take  place  in  Sherborn  again  until 
after  World  War  II.  These  new  roads  were  built  primarily  in  the  north- 
western and  south  western  portions  of  town  and  form  discreet  suburban 
^^jlaves.  Parks  Drive  (extending  south  from  Hollis  Street)  was  laid  out 
the  early  1950's.  Bear  Hill  Road  was  built  c.  1956-57.  To  the  north. 
Course  Brook  Road  was  constructed  between  1951  and  1963.  Harrington 
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Ridge  Road,  Meadow  Brook  Road  and  Old  Orchard  Road  date  to  1963.  In  ' 

Sherborn's  southerr^xtremity  Bogastow,  Spywood  and  Sparhawk  Roads  were 
built  in  1971.  Other  roads  which  were  developed  in  the  early  1970' s 
include  Morse  Road,  Stoney  Brook  Road  and  Russett  Hill  Road  (which  is  still 
under  construction  as  are  Saddle  Brook  and  Deerfield  Roads) . 

The  general  character  of  Sherborn  is  presently  one  of  extensive  open 
space,  due  in  part  to  the  amount  of  land  devoted  to  agriculture  and  the 
large  proportion  of  land  held  in  private  ownership.  In  addition  Sherborn 
contains  more  than  600  acres  of  Town  Forest.  Commercial  establishments 
comprise  but  a few  acres  and  there  are  no  industrial  acreages  in  the  town. 
That  Sherborn  has  escaped  intensive  residential  development  is  due  to 
strict  zoning  " ^ high  ratio  of  land  area  to  population  has  been  maintained. 


B)  ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION 

Sherborn  contains  structures  dating  from  the  late  17th  century  to  the 
present  day.  Overwhelmingly  residential,  its  building  stock  is  largely 
the  work  of  local  housewrights . Boston-based  architects  were  responsible 
for  some  of  the  town's  early  20th  century  public  buildings  and  more  sub- 
stantial residences.  Traditionally,  wood  has  been  the  principal  building 
I'f'aterial.  The  town ' s few  masonry  structures  (primarily  public  buildings) 
are  concentrated  in  the  town's  center.  Stone  structures  are  extremely 
rare  - a 1795  edge  tool  manufactory  constructed  of  locally  quarried  stone 
is  located  on  North  Main  Street  near  Dowse'  Corner.  In  general  both  resi- 
dences and  public  buildings  do  not  exceed  2\  stories  in  height.  Stylisti- 
cally its  houses  range  from  First  Period  salt  boxes  to  early  20th  century 
Colonial  Revival  country  estates  and  post  World  War  II  suburban  homes. 

Its  public  buildings  include  a Greek  Revival  Unitarian  (First  Parish) 
Church,  a cupola  topped  Italianate  Town  Hall  (now  the  Police  Station) 
and  a Jacobean  library  building  built  in  1914  (now  the  Town  Offices) . 

The  town's  principal  landmark  is  the  octagonal  spire  of  the  Unitarian 
Church.  Many  house  lots  retain  18th,  19th  and  early  20th  century  out 
buildings  and  landscape  features,  e.g,  barns,  gazebos,  tea  houses,  sheds, 
fieldstone  walis,  granite  gate  posts,  semicircular  driveways,  etc. 

RESIDENTIAL  ARCHITECTURE  1670-1780 


late  17th  and  early  18th  century  houses  are  located  in  virtually  every 
part  of  Sherborn.  Of  the  175  structures  included  in  the  Sherborn  Historic 
Resource  Survey,  19  contain  segments  built  before  1735.  These  "ancient" 
dwellings,  their  main  facades  generally  facing  ^south , are  situated  close 
to  major  thoroughfares  and  crossroads.  Many  of  Sherborn's  First  Period 
.houses  were  built  as  two  story,  one  room  plan,  "half  houses"  and  have 
become  the  nuclei  of  larger  residences.  The  Morse-Barber  House  at  46 
Forest  Street  contains  what  is  probably  the  oldest  "half  House"  in  town  - ^ 
its  eastern  portion  was  built  c.  1674,  (Form  35).  Woodland  Farm's  nucleus 
dates  to  1705.  Located  at  104  Woodland  Street  (Form  172) , it  was  enlarged 
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Pn  1715,  1760,  1820  and  1950.  Its  chimney  is  displaced  forward  indicating 
the  presence  of  an  early  structure  within  the  main  block.  The  Bullen- 
Stratten-Cozzen  House  at  52  Brush  Hill  Road  is  another  example  of  what 
Mary  Mix  Foley  (The  American  House,  1980)  calls  a "continuous  house". 

Greatly  enlarged  over  time,  its  nucleus  is  a small  salt  box  built  in  1680. 
Encased  in  its  eastern  portion  is  a slanted  ceiling  and  thick  walls  insulated 
with  birch  bark. 


Structures  which  retain  distinctive  First  Period  Saltbox  profiles  include 
. the  c.  1710  Daniel  Morse  III  House  at  210  Farm  Road  (Form  33) , the  Timothy 
Twitchell  House  at  32  Pleasant  Street  (built  c.  1690-1710,  Form  117) , the 
i Buttonballs  at  90  Maple  Street  (built  c.  1722,  Form  69),  and  the  Asa 

^ Sanger  House  at  70  Washington  Street  (built  c.  1684,  Form  155).  The 
[ Richard  Sanger  House  at  60  Washington  Street  is  the  only  Sherborn  house 

» which  retains  its  gambrel  roof,  (Form  154) . 

I Sherborn  contains  several  substantial  country  Georgian  dwellings.  The 

Morse-Tay  House  at  266  Western  Ave . (Form  168)  possesses  elegant  High 
Georgian  surface  treatments.  Built  c.  1700,  it  was  remodelled  in  the 
1770' s by  Dr.  Jonathan  Tay.  Particularly  noteworthy  is  the  fanlight  and 
! dentillated  pediment  of  its  main  entrance  and  its  dentillated  cornice. 

The  Flagg  House  at  22  Washington  Street  (Form  147)  was  built  in  1740, 
was  enlarged  in  1772  by  Rev.  Elisha  Brown  - the  house  was  literally 
«St  in  half  and  a large  central  hallway  was  placed  between  the  original 
rooms.  In  the  attic  two  chimneys  with  ragged  edges  originally  formed 
I a single  massive  chimney  stack. 


1780-1835 


One  of  Sherborn 's  most  significant  architectural  assets  is  its  well  crafted 
Federal  homes.  Located  primarily  in  Sherborn ' s center  these  houses  reflect 
the  prosperity  of  their  post  Revolutionary  War  owners  and  the  prodigious 
talents  of  local  housewrights  - most  notably  Ebenezer  Mann  and  Bowen  Adams, 


Ebenezer  Mann's  most  architecturally  sophisticated  residence  was  built  in 
1819  for  the  town's  mosyaffluent  citizen  - Col.  Calvin  Sanger,  lawyer, 
businessman,  real  estate  magnate,  cotton  factory  owner  and  founder  of 
Sangerville,  Maine.  Particularly  noteworthy  is  this  house's  elegant 
main  entrance  and  interior  panelling  (which  was  once  complimented  by  French 
wallpaper  by  DuFour) . 


f j 

\ Mann  was  also  responsible  for  the  Lemuel  Leland  House  at  61  North  Main 
Street  (Form  104,  now  greatly  altered)  and  the  Eleazer  Goulding  House  at 
^ 137  Western  Avenue,  (Form  164). 


The  housewiight  Bowen  Adams  was  active  in  Sherborn  between  c.  1800  and 
^^^40.  His  highly  compact  hip  roof  house  is  situated  on  a pedastal-like 
xj-se  overlooking  the  intersection  of  Fairm  Road  and  South  Main  Street, 
(built  c.  1815,  Form  128).  Adams  was  the  author  of  the  Dr.  Oliver  Everett 
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House  at  1 North  Main  Street  (Form  79).  Built  in  1833,  this  house  displays 
Sherborn's  finest  Federal-Greek  Revival  transitional  entrance. 

The  prosperity  of  early  19th  c.  tradesmen  and  manufacturers  is  reflected 
in  several  Federal  houses  on  Edward's  Plain,. e.g.  91  North  Main  Street, 
home  of  master  whip  maker  Benjamin  Dowse  (built  c.  1830,  Form  108)  and 
51  North  Main  Street,  built  c.  1810  by  edge  tool  manufacturer  Henry  Part- 
ridge, (Form  98). 

In  addition  to  substantial  2 story  Federal  residences  more  modest  1^  story 
capes  are  scattered  along  North  and  South  Main  Street.  Well  preserved 
examples  of  this  variation  on  a central  hall  plan  house  type  include  the 
Sparhawk  House  at  86  North  Main  Street  (built  1833  Form  107)  and  the 
c.  1825  Horatio  Coolidge  House  at  3^  South  Main  Street  (Form  131) . 

Representing  an  interesting  departure  from  central  hall  plan  houses  is  the 
c.  1815-20  Jocseph  Cleale  House  at  147  Western  Ave.  (Form  165)  . In  terms 
of  "volume"  it  is  more  closely  linked  to  Greek  Revival  temple  form  houses. 
Crowned  by  a steeply  pitched  roof,  its  western  gable  end  features  symmetri- 
cal recessed  porches.  Gothicized  pointed  arch  windows  decorate  its  west, 
north  and  south  walls.  It  is  the  earliest  of  three  houses  of  this  type 
in  Sherborn. 

Sherborn's  landscape  is  also  dotted  with  story  ells  which  were  origin-^’'\ 

ally  attached  to  larger  structures.  For  example,  5 Zion's  Lane  is  the 
former  laundry  ell'  of  the  Col.  Calvin  Sanger  House  which  was  built  at 
8 Washington  Street  in  1819,  (Form  147).  It  was  moved  to  Zion's  Lane 
(formerly  Pratt's  Lane)  in  the  1850' s. 

1835-1860 


Between  1840  and  1860  Sherborn  experienced  a building  boom  which  was 
related  to  the  growth  of  its  cottage  industries  - particularly  shoe  manu- 
facturing. The  Greek  Revival  temple  form  house  was  extremely  popular 
and  is  well  represented  at  Dowse'  Corner  and  other  locations  along  Main 
Street.  In  the  vicinity  of  Dowse'  Corner  8 Greek  Revival  houses  were 
erected.  Significant  examples  of  this  nationally  popular  style  include 
the  Joseph  Dowse  Sr.  House  at  100  North  Main  Street,  built  1844, (Form  110) 
and  the  Nathaniel  Henry  Dowse  House  at  102  North  Main  Street  (Form  111) . 
The  former  exhibits  fluted  Tuscan  porch  columns,  wider  corner  and  fascia 
boards  and  a pedimented  attic.  The  latter  is  unusual  in  its  degree  of 
surface  plasticity  - a deeply  recessed  entrance  is  surmounted  by  a heavy 
pedimented  entablature.  In  addition  its  windows  are  fully  enframed  and 
pedimented.  Further  to  the  south  in  Sherborn's  center  the  Amos  Bigelow 
House  at  li"  North  Main  Street,  built  c.  1845-50  (Form  ^S')  and  the  Dr. 

Albert  Blanchard  House  at  27  Washington  Street  (built  1849,  Form  i^<2.)  are 
solid  examples  of  this  style. 


Sherborn's  only  mid  19th  century  residence  which  is  clearly  derived  from 
A.  J.  Downing's  pattern  books  is  the  George  H,  Clark  House  (Form  86).  This 
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'^Jl^alian  villa's  irregular  plan  represents  an  unusual  departure  from  the 
less  flexible  rectangular  and  L-shaped  plans  of  Greek  Revival  temple 
form  dwellings.  Built  c.  1853,  its  main  facade  features  round  arched 
arcades,  bracketed  balconies  and  a deep  overhanging  cornice.  Designed 
by  the  Framingham  architect  Alexander  Rice  Estey  (1826-1881) , its  existence 
is  presently  threatened  by  lack  of  use  and  maintainance . 

The  Charles  Dort  Dowse  House  at  112  North  Main  Street  (Form  113)  is  a 
hybrid  of  the  Gothic  Revival  and  Italianate  styles.  Built  in  1859  it 
possesses  an  irregular  plan,  pointed  porch  arches  and  quatrefoil  attic 
windows.  This  house's  ov/ner  also  built  59  North  Main  Street  (Form  102), 
an  iinusually  late  example  of  Carpenter  Gothic  domestic  architecture  (1895) . 

1860-1900 

The  building  boom  Sherborn  experienced  during  the  1840' s and  50 's  did  not 
continue  in  the  decades  following  the  Civil  War.  The  few  noteworthy 
residences  built  during  the  late  19th  century  include  two  houses  which 
reflect  the  prosperity  of  the  Holbrook  Cider  Mill.  The  Second  Empire 
Charles  Holbrook  House  was  built  c.  1870  at  137  South  Main  Street  (Form  139) 
The  John  Holbrook  House  at  44  North  Main  Street  (Form  95),  with  its  irreg- 
ular plan,  textured  wall  surfaces,  and  turned  porch  posts  is  decidedly 
Queen  Anne  in  sensibility  - it  is  the  only  full  blown  example  of  this 
^^^^.yle  in  Sherborn. 

1900-1930 

During  the  early  20th  century  well-to-do  Bostonians  built  country  estates 
in  Sherborn.  The  Charles  D.  Lewis  House,  built  c.  1905  at  81  Hunting 
Lane  (Form  48)  represents  an  unusual  marriage  of  the  Shingle  and  Colonial 
Revival  styles.  Essentially  V-shaped  in  plan,  it  features  a porte  cochere 
and  Palladian  windows.  This  house  was  the  centerpiece  to  a large  cattle 
farm  known  as  Prospect  Hill  Farm. 

Sherborn 's  only  example  of  an  Edwardian  country  house  in  the  manner  of 
Sir  Edward  Luytens  is  located  at  2 North  Main  Street.  Built  in  1914,  it 
was  probably  designed  by  Pray,  Hubbard  and  White  of  Boston,  (Form  80) 

A departure  from  the  usual  Georgian  Revival  Nev;  England  Country  estate 
is  the  picturesque  Henry  G.  Vaughn  House  on  Sparhawk  Road  in  south  Sherborn. 
Built  in  1915  by  Little  and  Brown  of  Boston,  it  is  stylistically  Dutch 
Colonial  Revival.  Its  most  distinctive  features  are  its  four  Dutch  gables. 

NON-RESIDENTIAL  ARCHITECTURE 


9$ 


Most  of  Sherborn 's  non-residential  buildings  are  located  in  the  center  of 
Sherborn,  Situated  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  church  common  is  the  First 
rish  Church'  third  meeting  house.  Built  in  1830  by  Hiram  Jones  of 
^ver,  this  Greek  Revival  structure's  most  distinctive  features  are  its 
pedimented  Doric  portico  and  octagonal  steeple,  (Form  148).  Adjacent  to 
the  First  Parish  Church  (now  the  Unitarian  Church)  is  the  Italianate 
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Town  Hall,  (Form  123).  This  handsome  cupola  topped  structure  was  built  ^ 
in  1859  by  Elbridge  Boyden,  architect  of  Worcester’s  Mechanic's  Hall. 

Its  surface  treatments  include  bold  corner  quoins  and  fully  enframed 
windows.  Unfortunately,  the  High  Victorian  Gothic  Sawin  Academy  and 
Thomas  Dowse  High  School  (built  1874)  was  torn  down  in  1962.  It  was 
located  on  the  site  of  the  present  Sherborn  Public  Library  (1971) , to 
the  south  of  the  Town  Hall.  The  Pilgrim  Church,  located  on  South  Main 
Street  near  Farm  Road  was  built  in  1830,  (Form  127) . It  was  remodelled 
in  the  Italianate  style  in  the  1850' s and  its  original  steeple  was  destroyed 
in  a 1924  lightning  storm.  Situated  on  a pedastal-like  rise  at  4 North 
Main  Street  is  the  Dowse  Memorial  Library  which  presently  houses  the 
Town  Offices,  (Form  82).  It  was  built  in  1914  by  Pray,  Hubbard  and  White 
of  Boston.  Stylistically  this  brick  building  with  its  Flemish  gable 
may  be  classified  as  Jacobean  Revival. 


Sherborn  contains  several  special  use  structures  which  deserve  mention. 
These  buildings  have  all  been  converted  to  use  as  private  homes.  Henry 
Partridge's  edge  tool  factory  was  built  in  1795  at  53/55  North  Main  Street. 
It  is  the  only  structure  in  Sherborn  constructed  of  locally  quarried 
stone  (Form  99).  It  was  built  during  the  earliest  phase  of  Edward's 
Plain-Dowse ' Corner ' s development  as  a light  manufacturing  district. 


Diagonally  across  the  street  at  60  North  Main  Street  is  the  Plain  School 
(Form  103).  This  simple  Ih  story  frame  structure  was  built  in  1834  by 
Hiram  Jones  of  Dover.  Its  western  gable  had  separate  entrances  for  boys 
and  girls.  Of  Sherborn 's  seven  19th  century  district  schools  it  is  the 
only  school  house  which  is  still  extant  in  Sherborn. 


Further  to  the  south  at  4l  North  Main  Street  is  the  Paul  Tavern.  Contain- 
ing a segment  which  may  date  to  1678,  this  structure  was  a tavern  by  1824. 
Its  main  block  and  several  wings  housed  a residence,  store,  lodging  rooms 
and  a ballroom,  (Form  94). 


Sherborn 's  only  surviving  19th  century  store  and  law  office  is  still  extant 
at  12  Washington  Street.  Built  by  Col.  Calvin  Sanger  c.  1805  its  second 
floor  housed  a private  academy  during  the  1820' s. 


C)  ARCHAEOLOGICAL  DESCRIPTION 

A conprehensive  inventory  of  Sherborn ' s archaeological  resources  was 
beyond  the  scope  of  the  Sherborn  Historical  Commission's  survey  conducted 
between  June  15  and  October  1,  1981.  Sites  which  might  yield  significant 
subsurface  remains  are  generally  associated  with  the  Nipmuck  Indians,  late 
17th  - early  19th  c.  saw  and  grist  mills,  and  early  19th  century  light 
manufacturing.  Those  archaeological  properties  include; 

1)  The  shores  of  Farm  Pond.  Prior  to  English  settlement  in  the  1650' s 
Farm  Pond's  shores  provided  a natural  campground  for  the  Nipmuck  Indians. 
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^cavations  might  yield  Indian  attifacts,  e.g.  arrowheads,  pipestems, 
trinkets,  etc.  In  addition  the  site  of  Clark  and  Sons*  ice  houses  on 
Lake  Street  and  Farm  Pond  might  yield  foundations  and  tools.  Sherborn's 
ice  business  flourished  between  the  1850's  and  the  1930’s. 

2)  The  Church  Common . Sherborn's  first  meeting  house,  built  during 

the  early  1680' s,  was  located  near  the  present  Unitarian  Church.  Further 
research  is  needed  to  determine  the  exact  location  of  this  structure's 
foundations . 

3 ) Sawmills  and  Gristmills  1678-1920. 

a)  As  early  as  c.  1678  Thomas  Sawin  constructed  a sawmill  on  Chestnut 
or  Course  Brook,  to  the  south  of  60  Brush  Hill  Road.  Cozzens  operated 

a mill  on  this  site  into  the  late  19th  century.  Excavations  might  uncover 
the  mills  foundations  and  tools  associated  with  the  various  phases  of  this 
site's  development. 

b)  To  the  north  of  Goulding  Street  on  Sewall*s  Brook  was  the  gristmill 
of  Capt.  Joseph  Ware  and  Capt.  Joseph  Morse.  Founded  in  1710  it  was 
converted  into  a sawmill  by  Ebenezer  Ware  in  the  early  1800' s.  Visible 
subsurface  remains  include  foundation  stones  which  can  be  found  across 
the  street  from  43  Goulding  Street. 

c)  The  Leland  sawmill  was  located  to  the  northeast  of  the  intersection 
of  Mill  and  Hollis  Streets  on  Mill  Street.  Between  c.  1810  and  1920 

^lis  mill  was  operated  by  three  generations  of  Lelands.  Situated  on 
TS^own  Meadow  Brook's  Mill  Pond,  its  foundation  stones  and  rubble  are 
still  in  evidence. 

4)  Nathaniel  Henry  Dowse 's  Shoe  Shop.  From  1859  until  1907  Nat  Henry 
Dowse  and  members  of  his  family  operated  a shoe  shop  at  Dowse'  Corner. 

This  3^  story  frame  structure  occupied  a triangular  lot  of  land  at  the 
intersection  of  North  Main  and  Coolidge  Streets.  Its  site  has  a high 
potential  for  yielding  significant  subsurface  remains,  including  the 
shop's  foundation,  tools  and  machinery  parts.  Dowse'  Shoe  Shop  was  the 
largest  operation  of  its  kind  in  Sherborn  and  holds  an  important  place 
within  the  history  of  shoe  manufacturing  in  Massachusetts. 

5)  The  Holbrook  Cider  Mill  (1853-1909) . During  the  late  19th  century 
the  Holbrook  Cider  Mill  was  the  largest  cider  mill  in  the  world.  Its 
"champagne  cider"  was  shipped  to  Europe  and  distant  parts  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  located  on  Forest  Street  opposite  the  Morse-Barber  House 
(46)  . Only  a remnant  of  a complex  which  included  several  3 story  brick 
factory  buildings  and  smaller  structures  is  still  extant.  The  potential 
for  yielding  significant  subsurface  remains  is  extremely  high  - e.g.  foun- 
dations, machinery  parts,  and  other  artifacts  associated  with  the  production 
of  apple  cider. 
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D)  NOMINATED  DISTRICTS 


Two  potential  National  Register  Districts  were  identified  within  the  boun- 
daries of  the  Multiple  Resource  area.  These  are  the  proposed  Sherborn 
Center  Historic  District  and  the  proposed  Edward's  Plain-Dowse'  Corner 
Historic  District.  Boundaries  were  keyed  to  the  realities  of  topography, 
historic  land  use  patterns,  architectural  quality  and  the  presence  of 
"non-contributing"  structures  (e.g.  new  construction  and  severely  altered 
older  buildings) . Delineating  the  edges  of  the  proposed  Sherborn  Center 
Historic  District  was  a difficult  task  due  to  the  existence  of  several 
"border  line"  structures.  For  example,  3/5  and  7 North  Main  Street  have 
been  included  in  the  district  because  their  scale  and  massing,  if  not 
materials,  are  compatible  with  those  of  their  neighbors.  To  the  north 
of  Pilgrim  Church  are  three  modern  buildings  which  have  been  excluded 
from  the  district. 

Determining  the  boundaries  of  the  proposed  Edward's  Plain-Dowse'  Corner 
Historic  District  was  a more  clear  cut  task.  For  the  most  part  its  buil- 
dings form  a linear  configuration  along  North  Main  Street  from  Powder 
House  Lane  to  the  Natick  line.  Only  a few  infill  and  altered  residences 
are  located  within  this  area. 


1)  Sherborn  Center  Historic  District 


The  proposed  Sherborn  Center  Historic  District  is  located  near  Sherborn 's 
geographic  center.  It  encompasses  properties  on  both  sides  of  North 
Main  Street  from  the  old  Framingham  and  Mansfield  Railroad  tracks  to  the 
Central  Cemetery.  It  also  includes  the  church  common,  Sanger  Street, 

25-3^  South  Main  Street  and  parts  of  Washington  Street.  Since  the  construc- 
tion of  the  first  Meeting  House  on  the  church  common  in  the  early  1680' s, 
Sherborn  center  has  been  the  focus  of  virtually  every  aspect  of  the  town's 
life.  Its  building  stock  encompasses  a Georgian  parsonage,  stately  frame 
Federal  homes  and  an  Italianate  villa. 


The  residences  and  public  buildings  of  the  proposed  Sherborn  Center  Historic 
District  include: 

North  Main  Street 


1 

Dr.  Oliver  Everett  House 

1833 

Builder  = Bowen  Adams 

2 

William  B.  H. 

Dowse  House 

C.1915 

stylistically 

Edwardian  in  the 

manner  of  Luytens 

4 

Dowse  Memorial 

Building 

1914 

Town  Offices, 

former  library 

3-5 

Sanford  Leland 

House 

c,'1890| 

marginal,  but 

scale  and  age 

7 

c. 189oj 

contribute 

9 

Onion  House 

c. 1840 

home  of  landscape  planner  for 

Pine  Hill  Cem. , Jacob  Pratt,  & invente 
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^5 

possibly  Amos  Bigelow  House 

c. 1840- 

16 

George  Clark  House 

c. 1853 

17 

Paleman  Bickford  House/Unity 

Hall  1833 

Zions  Lane 

5 

laundry  ell  of  Col.  Sanger  House  1819 

(8  Washington  St. ) 

8 

David  Daniels  House 

pre  1875 

Linden  Lane 

5 

Martha  Austin  House 

pre  1875 

5 

Washington  Street 

George  Fleming  House  c. 

1878-1880 

8 

Col.  Calvin  Sanger  House 

1819 

12 

Col.  Sanger's  Store 

1805 

11 

First  Parish  Church 

1830 

13 

Town  Hall 

185S 

22 

Flagg  House 

C.1740 

27 

Bickf ord-Blanchard  House 

1849 

oil 

Center  School 

1910 

c. 1840-1850  Italianate/Greek  Revival 


store  on  grounds  of  Dowse  Mem. 
Bldg . 


Main  St. , built  for  Bickford  by 
Bowen  Adams,  moved  1959,  once  a 
private  school,  later  a Sunday 
School 


pre  1875  Zionist  Church  during  early  20thc 


pre  1875  home  of  Civil  War  vet  Wm.  Lewis 


Fleming  family  who  lived  on 
Maple  Street 


Sanger,  one  of  Sherborn ' s most 
prominent  citizens,  factory  ownei 
politician,  store  owner,  lawyer, 
etc. , who  started  first  cotton 
factory  in  Framingham. 

1805  store,  law  office 


Jones  of  Dover 

185S  Elbridge  Boyden  of  Worcester 

enlarged  1772  by  Rev.  Elijah 
Brown,  minister  First  Parish  Ch. 

home  of  builder  and  later  town 
doctor 

1910  designed  by  €5ay  t<-ctu: 

f.''-rni  of  rroctoi 
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South  Main  Street 

possibly  James  Salisbury  House 
also  Joshua  Holbrook  House 


c. 1840 


25 


Pilgrim  Church 


1830,  1853 


27 


31 


35 


39 


Bowen  Adams  House 


Frederick  Leland  House 


St.  Theresa's  Church 


Horatio  Coolidge  House 


home  blacksmiths  (if  Salisbury 
also  of  a canner,  first  telephone 
exchange  in  Sherborn) 

broke  away  from  First  Parish  Ch. 
in  1830,  founded  by  more  conserva 
tive  Trinitarians,  remodelled 
1853,  came  together  with  First 
Parish  1920' s,  separated  again 
in  early  1960's. 


C.1815  Adams  was  important  local  master 
builder 

1830 's  Hawes'  son  who  lived  here 

travelled  with  Sir  Randolph  Churchill 
in  Africa 

1898,  1924  originally  Alms  House,  later 
first  Catholic  Church 

1820-1830  Cape 


2 ) Edward's  Plain-Dowse'  Corner  Historic  District 

The  proposed  Edward's  Plain-Dowse'  Corner  Historic  District  is  located  to  the 
north  of  Sherborn ' s commercial  district  and  Sherborn  Center.  Its  residences, 
barns  and  out  buildings  line  North  Main  Street  and  parts  of  Butler,  Coolidge 
and  Lake  Streets.  This  area  developed  as  the  town's  light  manufacturing  dis- 
trict between  the  Revoltionary  War  and  the  Civil  War.  Trades  practiced  in 
its  small  shops  included  whip  making,  gun  manufacturing,  coffin  making,  cider 
manufacturing,  edge  tool  manufacturing  and  shoe  making.  Highlights  of  the 
district  include  a cluster  of  Greek  Revival  homes  at  Dowse'  Corner,  a stone 
edge  tool  manufactory,  and  the  Plain  Cemetery  (founded  1792).  The  proposed 
Edward's  Plain-Dowse'  Corner  Historic  District  includes: 

North  Main  Street 

30  Dowse-Mann  House  1782 


32*"64  Ben  Bullard  House  c.1798 


33  Col.  Samuel  Bullard  House  1763 


home  of  Eleazer  Dowse  Jr.  born 
Charlestown,  married  May  Bullard 
across  St. , their  daughter  m. 
Ebenezer  Mann 

! 

unusual  recessed  porches  (symmet-j 
rical)  on  gable  end 

bought  30  acres  from  Daniel 
Gookin  in  1763 


I 
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Charles  Rockwood  House 


41  Jonatnan  Whitney  House 
Paul  Tavern 
Hunting  Lane  Farm 


1840  Holbrook,  son  of  Cider  Mill 
fame  lived  here 

C.1750  Whitney  homestead,  Daniel  Whitney 
1824  was  important  political  figure 
in  post  Revolution  Mass.,  1733- 
1810  member  of  Prov.  Cong.,  1775 
member  of  State  & Federal  Const. 
Conv. , tavern  run  by  Capt.  Paul 
after  1824 


44  John  Holbrook  House 


46  Dr.  Tapley  Wyeth  House 


47-49  James  Bigelow  Cider  Mill 


51  Jonathan  Partridge  House  poss 


Amasa  Green  House 


53-55  Capt.  Harvey  Partridge ' s Edge- 
tool  Factory 

58  Malachi  Babcock  House 

59  Charles  Dort  Dov/se  House 

60  The  Plain  School 


61  Lemuel  Leland  House 

83  Moses  Perry  3rd  House 

86  Emline  Sparhawk  House 

91  Benjamin  Dowse  House 

ib 

93  Lowell  Coolidge  House 


1830  home  of  world-famous  cider  mill 
owner 

1790-98  home  of  a town  doctor,  mid  sec- 
tion pre  Rev. 

C.1850  formerly  behind  51  as  cider  mill 

C.1875  remodelled  as  house  c.  1875 

C.1800  Partridge  family  manufactured 

forks,  store  in  house  next  door 

c.1800  home  of  town  coffin  maker,  car- 
pentry shop  to  rear 

1796  rakes,  broad  axes,  forks,  etc. 
made  here 

1855  rebuilt  in  early  19th  c. 

c. 1890-95  Carpenter  Gothic 

C.1834  built  by  Hiram  Jones  of  Dover, 
one  of  2 remaining  19th  c. 

Sherborn  schools 

C.1810  home  of  the  well-known  gunsmith , 
had  shop  to  north  of  house,  built 
by  Ebenezer  Mann 

1782  Perry  was  a cooper,  Chamberlain, 
owner  in  early  1800 's  was  a 
tanner 

1833  bootshop  on  the  place  in  1875 

1814  whip  maker  in  tradition  of  leather 
making  Dowses  - his  grandfather 
came  to  Sherborn  in  1775 

1151847  shoe  shop  on  property  near  st.  was 
2nd  largest  in  town,  apprenticed 

to  Nat  Dowse  Gr.  Rev, 
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100  Joseph  Dowse  House 


102  Nat  Henry  Dowse  House 


106  Joieph  Dows e^ House 


112  Charles  Dort  Dowse  House 


Plain  Cemetery 

123  Amory  L.  Babcock  House 


127  Sanger-Reed  House 


I • ^ 

17  83  son  of  Ebenezer  who  came  frw“  i 
Charlestown,  dining  room  and 
kitchen  ell  are  18th  c. , main  : 
block  is  1840,  5th  generation  of- 
Dowses  live  here,  home  of  C.  H.  ‘ 
Dowse  made  shoes,  whips,  had  mari 
ket  garden  farm,  whip  making  in  ‘ 
back  of  house,  shoe  shop  located, 
across  street  burned  1907,, well  ‘ 
preserved  Gr.  Rev.  main  block  ! 


1854 


eldest  son  of  Nat  Dowse  at  100 
No.  Main,  involved  in  South  dur 
ing  Reconstruction  period,  Gr. 
Rev. 


1819  son  of  Joseph  of  100  No,  Main,  [| 
made  whips,  whip  shop  to  south  >j 
of  house  1 


1859  also  built  59  No.  Main,  hybrid  j 
of  Italianate  Gothic  Revival  | 

1792  founded  by  Friendly  Society’  a 

local  club  I 

j 

C.1826  home  of  Amory  Leland  Babcock-natj 
uralist,  taxidermist,  had  collecj 
tion  of  1200  mounted  birds  j 


C.1840  Asa  Reed,  an  employee  in  Joseph 
Dowse'  leather  business  bought 
this  Gr.  Rev.  house  in  1853 


Coolidge  Street 


1 Andrew  Jackson  Church  House 

3 Joseph  Dowse  III  House 


1851  invented  very  successful  carriage 
wheel  jack,  Greek  Revival 

1846  also  a whip  maker,  public  servic* 
career,  Greek  Revival 


14 


1 


Tucker-Rice  House 


1788,  1820  Federal-Greek  Revival,  known  as 
Widow  Rice's  boarding  house  from 
1820  - late  1840's 


Lake  Street 


Charles  Arthur  Dowse  Sr.  House 


1907  son  of  C.  H.  Dowse  of  100  No.  Ma: 


Aaron  Dowse,  editor  of  "The  Nev/ 
England  Grocer"  lived  here  Gr.  Re 


13 


William  Chamberlain  Dowse  House 


1856 


PV119ED 
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Butler  Street 

5 Jeremiah  Butler  House  1818  made  carriage  wheels,  present  ell 

once  his  wheelwright  shop 


E)  NOMINATED  INDIVIDUAL  PROPERTIES 

Scattered  throughout  Sherborn  are  21  buildings  (all  residences)  considered 
eligible  for  nomination  to  hhe  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  Located 

primarily  along  the  town's  older  north-south  and  east-west  thoroughfares, 
they  range  in  date  from  1674  (Morse-Barber  House)  to  1915  (Henry  G,  Vaughn 
House) . Of  the  21  nominated  individual  properties  14  were  constructed  before 
1800.  Most  of  the  individual  nominees  were  built  as  farm  houses.  A notable 
exception  is  the  Rev.  Edmund  Dowse  House  at  25  Farm  Road  (Form  23)  which  was 
the  home  of  the  widely  known  Pilgrim  Church  pastor  for  67  years  (1838-1905) . 
Between  1925  and  1940  the  Henry  Death  House  at  258  South  Main  Street  (Form  l| 

14  4)  housed  Riverbank  Lodge,  the  first  teachers’  retreat  in  the  United  States.  ,| 

Styl/istically , these  houses  range  from  First  Period  saltboxes  (e.g.  "The 
Buttonballs"  at  90  Maple  Street,  built  1722,  Form  69)  to  a Dutch  Colonial  Re- 
vival Country  Estate,  (the  Henry  G.  Vaughn  House  on  Sparhawk  Road,  Form  145). 
-^«^se  nominated  individual  properties  include: 


Historic  Name 

Address 

Stylistic  Atribution 

Date 

Morse-Barber  House 

46  Forest  St. 

elements  of  Georgian, 
Greek  Revival 

1674 

Sawin-Bullen  House 

60  Brush  Hill  Rd. 

Georgian,  elements 
of  Greek  Revival 

1680 

1710 

poss . 
prob. 

Sewall-Ware  House 

102  So.  Main  St. 

Georgian  vernacular 

1690 

s| 

poss . 
prob. 

Timothy  Twitchell  House 

32  Pleasant  St. 

Saltbox 

1690 

1710 

Morse-Tay  House 

266  Western  Ave. 

Georgian 

1700 

Daniel  Morse  3rd  House 

210  Farm  Rd. 

Saltbox 

1710 

Dea.  William  Leland  House 

27  Hollis  St. 

Georgian 

1717 

^ "Buttonballs" 

90  Maple  St. 

Saltbox 

1722 

■^^^hard  Sanger  3rd  House 

60  Washington  St. 

Georgian 

1734 

Asa  Sanger  House 

70  Washington  St. 

Saltbox 

1684 

1775 
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Stannox  Farm 

11  Nason  Hill  Rd. 

Georgian  with  Greek  Revl75v. 
cottage  addition 

Col,  Nathan  Stratton  House 

52  Brush  Hill  Rd. 

Georgian  with  elements 
of  Greek  Revival 

1760 

Henry  Death  House 

258  So,  Main  St. 

Georgian  with  elements 
of  Greek  Revival 

1775-76 

Joseph  Cleale  House 

147  Western  Ave. 

Federal/Greek  Revival 

c. 1815-20 

Eleazer  Goulding  House 

137  Western  Ave, 

Federal 

1825 

Rev.  Edmund  Dowse  House 

25  Farm  Rd. 

Greek  Revival 

1837 

Isaiah  M.  Northrop  House 

93  Maple  St. 

Italianate 

c. 1860 

Charles  Lewis  House 

81  Hunting  Lane 

Colonial  Revival 

c. 1900 

H.  G.  Vaughn  House 

5 Sparhawk  Rd. 

Dutch  Colonial  Revival 

1915 

Woodland  Farm 

104  Woodland  St. 

Georgian 

1705 , later 
additions 

Charles  Holbrook  House 

137  So.  Main  St. 

Mansard 

1870’ 

F)  SURVEY  METHODOLOGY 

A survey  of  Sherborn ' s architecturally  and  historically  significant  properties 
was  conducted  between  March  15  and  October  1,  1981.  Edward  W.  Gordon,  a 
preservation  consultant  based  in  Cambridge,  Ma.  was  retained  by  the  Sherborn 
Historical  Commission  to  undertake  the  inventory.  Assisting  Mr.  Gordon  in 
the  various  survey  tasks  were  members  of  the  Sherborn  Historical  Commission: 

Mark  O'Brien,  Chairman V Susan  Ware,  Grace  Shepard,  Joseph  Blanchard,  Jean 
Homer,  Chris  Wheeler  and  Penny  Brown. 

Properties  listed  in  the  Multiple  Resource  Nomination  v/ere  drawn  from  175 
structures  inventoried  by  the  consultant.  criteria  for  eligibility  to  the 
National  Register  include  outstanding  architectural  merit  for  a particular 
style  or  building  type  and/or  historical  significance.  Those  properties 
nominated  via  the  second  criteria  show  association  with  individuals,  periods 
or  events  of  local,  regional,  or  national  significance.  The  Sherborn  survey 
is  comprehensive  in  nature  and  includes  residential,  industrial,  religious, 
governmental  and  educational  buildings  as  well  as  monuments  and  sites  repre- 
senting virtually  every  phase  of  the  town's  history  from  the  1670' s to  1940. 

/’ 

Surveying  techniques  involved  the  use  of  Sherborn  maps  both  historical  and ’ - 
contemporary.  During  the  "windshield"  survey  on  site  observations  were  recorded 
on  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  green  forms  and  35mm.  camaras  were 
used  to  photograph  each  structure  and  site.  Location  of  the  various  properties 


0/c^es  f Kno^n  Map  C?fS her  born.  Circa.  J76S 


HE 


Sherborn’s  histor 
homes  scattered  over  t 
ideals  in  their  children, 
tion  inheriting  the  hon 
section  of  the  family’s 
These  homes  buil 
hundreds,  are  our  tang 
struction  in  each  perio 
tools  they  worked  wit 
Need  for  larger  h 
existing  one.  Affluem 
other  sometimes  drast 
there  just  waiting  to  b 
In  the^  thr( 
so  cold,  Washington  a 
general  use  of  wood  ii 
might  be  cozier  than  ’ 
with  the  hazard  of  fir 
lost  a great  number  o 
the  ‘dead  of  winter.’ 
Come,  take  a toi 
homes,  still  standing, 
ago.  The  present  owi 
find  Historic  buildings 


1 


present  businesses. 


< 

r 

[ 


Street  numbers  assig  j 
fication  precede  eac  j 
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jpj^ere  sketched  onto  the  forms.  Photos  were  processed  and  green  forms  were 
transcribed  to  final  white  forms  only  after  further  investigation  was  carried 
out  in  town,  county  and  state  libraries  and  archives, 

^ong  the  institutions  consulted  were  Sherborn  Historical  Society  records, 
Sherborn  Library  historical  files,  the  Framingham  Historical  Society,  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  State  House  archives,  the  Society  for  the  Pre- 
servation of  New  England  Antiquities,  the  Boston  Athaneum  and  the  Boston 
Public  Library.  In  the  case  of  a very  few  properties  deed  research  was  con- 
ducted at  the  Middlesex  County  Court  House  in  East  Cambridge.  Research  mater- 
ials included  late  18th,  19th  and  early  20th  century  maps  and  atlases,  local 
and  state-wide  histories,  Margaret  Dowse  Buntin’ s file  on  old  Sherborn  resi- 
dences as  well  as  old  photographs  and  oral  histories  by  townspeople.  Susan 
Ware's  genealogical  research  assisted  in  the  dating  of  many  17th,  18th  and 
early  19th  century  buildings. 


X 


8.  Significance 


Period 

prehistoric 

1400-1499 

1508-1599 

J[_  1608-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900- 


Areas  of  Significance— Check  and  justify  below 
archeology-prehistoric  community  planning 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
Industry 
invention 


archeology-historic 
agriculture 

Z architecture 

art 

y commerce 
communications 


landscape  architecture 

JL  law 

literature 

[ military 

music 

philosophy 

JL.  poiitics/govemment 


religion 

science 


sculpture  / 

humanitarian 

theater 

transportation 

other  (specify) 


Specific  dates 


Suilder/Architect 


Statement  of  Significance  (in  one  paragraph) 


STATEMENT  OF  SIGNIFICANCE 


SHERBORN 


MASSACHUSETTS 


1652 


1930 


Sherborn,  Massachusetts,  situated  in  the  southern  extremity  of  Middlesex 
County,  is  named  for  the  town  of  Sherborn,  in  the  county  of  Dorsetshire, 
England.  Over  time  this  rural  farming  community's  name  has  appeared  as 
Shearborn,  Sherburne,  Shelborn  and  Sherborne.  Its  spelling  was  officially 
changed  to  "Sherborn"  in  1852.  The  Nipmuck  Indian  name  of  Sherborn 's 
territory  was  Boggestow,  still  perpetuated  in  the  name  of  a meadow,  brook 
and  street.  Nipmuck  lands  included  most  of  the  present  counties  of  Middle- 
sex and  Worcester,  as  well  as  more  land  to  the  north  and  west. 

Grants  of  land  by  the  General  Court  to  individuals  were  commenced  as 
early  as  1643  and  were  continued  at  intervals  for  30  years.  Few,  if  any, 
of  these  grantees  occupied  their  land.  The  town's  most  famous  absentee 
landowner  was  the  diarist  and  Salem  witchcraft  magistrate  Samuel  Sewall. 

At  some  point  in  the  1680' s,  Sewall  ahd,.hii3-‘>d- fie.  i-ntreribeLid:  this:  l^ii'ds_.  J3fliher  fa- 
ther, John  Hull  (mint  master  of  Massachusetts).  Moses  Adams,  a tenant 
farmer  on  Sewall 's  estate  probably  built  the  oldest  portion  of  the  Sewall- 
Ware  House  c.  1692  (100  South  Main  Street,  Form  136). 

The  first  land  transfer  to  actual  settlers  was  made  May  8,  1652.  The  first 
HfeT.ttlers  included  Nicholas  Wood,  Thomas  Holbrook,  and  later  Henry  Layland 
isee  Leland  Monument,  Form  905),  Benjamin  Bullard,  George  Fairbanks,  John 
Hill,  Thomas  Breck  and  Daniel  Morse. 

Most  of  the  town's  first  families  came  from  Dorchester,  Ma.  and  settled 
in  the  south  and  southeastern  portions  of  Sherborn.  Although  the  Garrison 
house  of  Daniel  Morse  is  no  longer  extant  (formerly  near  the  site  of 
177  Farm  Road)  , early  houses  and  sites  associated  with  the  Morse  family 
include  the  Daniel  Morse  III  House  (built  c.  1710  at  210  Farm  Road,  Form  33), 
The  Morse-Barber  House  (built  c.  1674  at  46  Forest  Street,  Form  35),  and 
the  Farm  Cemetery  which  was  a Morse  burial  ground  established  in  1689  on 
Farm  Road  (Form  801) . 

In  1662,  14  Sherborn  inhabitants  petitioned  the  General  Court  for  "liberty 
to  be  a town  unto  ourselves".  It  was  not  until  1674  that  Sherborn 's  popula- 
tion was  sufficient  to  warrant  incorporation  as  a town.  By  that  year 
the  number  of  families  had  grown  to  20  and  the  population  to  about  108. 
Sherborn  then  included  the  present  territory  of  Holliston,  Ashland,  parts 
of  Mendon,  Framingham  and  Natick.  Initially  Sherborn' s settlers  worshipped 
across  the  Charles  River  in  Medfield.  During  the  1670' s religious  services 
were  held  in  the  previously  mentioned  Morse-Barber  House.  Shortly  after 
the  town's  incorporation  King  Phillip's  War  broke  out  and  all  action  rela- 
tive to  the  founding  of  the  town  was  suspended. 

1677  the  colonists  began  to  resume  their  usual  occupations.  By  1679 
an  agreement  with  the  Natick  Indians  was  reached  concerning  an  exchange 
of  lands  in  what  is  now  Natick  and  Hopkinton.  With  peace  restored  Sherborn- 


ites  were  free  to  build  new  roads  and  a meeting  house.  Between  1680  and 
1710  dwelling  houses  were  erected  in  virtually  every  part  of  Sherborn. 

In  16  82  the  road  from  South  Natick,  now  Eliot,  Everett  and  Main  Streets, 
was  laid  out.  (Over  this  road  at  a later  date,  stages  passed  daily  between 
Boston  and  Hartford.)  By  1684  or  1685  the  First  Parish  Church's  first 
meeting  house  was  completed  with  materials  from  Thomas  Sawin's  sawmill 
(1678)  on  Brush  Hill  Road  (Form  2).  The  first  meeting  house  was  located 
on  a hill  to  the  south  of  Edward's  Plain,  near  Sherborn 's  geographic 
center.  Daniel  Gookin  was  the  first  minister  (1685-1712) . During  the 
late  17th  century  the  church  common  encompassed  the  Central  Cemetery 
(Form  805)  which  was  founded  in  1689.  Church,  common  and  cemetery  formed 
the  nucleus  of  Sherborn  Center.  In  1694  Edward  West,  for  whom  Edward's 
Plain  was  named,  was  chosen  to  be  the  town's  first  school  master. 

During  the  1680' s and  90' s families  that  would  play  a prominent  role  in 
18th  and  19th  century  town  life  built  farm  houses  in  Sherborn.  Sangers 
settled  in  Sherborn  Center  in  1685,  (Forms  154,  155),  John  Whitney  built 
a house  c.  1678  on  the  site  of  the  Paul  Tavern  (Form  94)  on  Edward's 
Plain  and  Twitchells  began  farming  on  Pleasant  Street  in  west  Sherborn 
in  the  1680's  (Form  117). 

Between  1700  and  1775  Sherborn ' s history  was  marked  by  few  remarkable 
events.  Agricultural  pursuits  continue  to  be  the  town's  principal  source 
of  livelihood.  By  1721,  three  years  before  Holliston  was  set  off  from 
Sherborn,  the  town  had  a population  of  408  inhabitants.  The  First  Parish 
Church'  second  meeting  house  was  built  in  1726,  enlarged  in  1769  and 
painted  an  "oring  culler"  in  1770.  The  Porter  apple  was  first  cultivated 
c.  1750  on  land  set  aside  for  the  ministry  in  Sherborn  Center  (Form  147). 

It  was  named  for  Rev.  Samuel  Porter  (1734-1758) . An  epidemic  known  as 
the  "Memorable  Mortality"  claimed  30  Sherborn  lives  in  1754.  From  1754 
to  1763  fourteen  Sherborn  men  went  off  to  the  French  and  Indian  War.  Among 
them  was  Benjamin  Bullard  of  31  North  Main  Street  (Form  92)  who  also 
served  in  the  Revolution.  About  1762,  Sherbornites  began  to  migrate 
to  New  Dublin,  New  Hampshire  - apparently  because  Joseph  Twitchell  of 
Pleasant  Street  (Form  117)  was  the  agent  of  the  proprietors  for  the  sale 
of  the  land.  By  1764  Sherborn  contained  113  families  and  630  inhabitants. 

On  the  eve  of  the  Revolution  Sherborn 's  citizens  were  well  prepared  for 
confrontation  with  the  British.  In  17  7 4 an  appraisal  was  made  of  the 
town's  ammunition.  In  addition  a six  pound  field  cannon  was  procured 
and  a company  of  53  minute  men  was  raised.  Jedediah  Phipps  of  Coolidge 
Street  made  a significant  contribution  to  the  Colonist  cause.  He  provided 
the  General  Court  with  salt  peter  of  his  own  manufacture  to  be  used  for 
ammunition.  An  ammunition  storehouse  and  stockade  was  erected  on  the 
site  of  86  North  Main  Street  (Emlyn  Sparhawk  House, Form  107).  In  all  175 
Sherborn  citizens  participated  in  the  struggle  for  independence.  During 
the  Revolution  the  Hon.  Daniel  Whitney  of  41  North  Main  Street  (Form  94) 
rose  to  political  prominence  on  both  state  and  local  levels.  A member  of 
the  Provincial  Congress  in  177  5 and  the  convention  to  form  the  state's 
constitution,  he  also  participated  in  the  convention  to  adopt  the  Federal 
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Constitution . 


Between  the  Revolution  and  the  Civil  War  Sherborn's  economy  continued  to 
be  agrarian  based.  Community  life  was  however  significantly  transformed 
by  a religious  schism  within  the  First  Parish  Church  in  1830  and  the 
introduction  of  "cottage  industries".  Building  "booms"  related  to  commercial 
and  light  industrial  growth  occurred  during  the  1780' s and  90 's  and  again 
in  the  1840' s and  50's.  Densely  settled  areas  evolved  in  Sherborn  Center 
and  on  Edward's  Plain,  (see  Area  Forms).  Sherborn's  inhabitants  numbered 
811  in  1820,  900  in  1830,  1,043  in  1850  and  1400  by  1855.  (The  growth 
of  Sherborn  shoe  manufacturing  was  responsible  for  the  rapid  increase 
in  population  between  1850  and  1855. ) 

From  1674  until  1798  the  town  and  parish  records  were  kept  together;  from 
1798  until  1809  they  were  kept  separately,  but  in  the  same  book;  from  1809 
until  1830  when  town  and  parish  ceased  to  be  one  body,  they  were  kept  in 
separate  books.  By  1830  Sherborn  had  ceased  to  be  a one  church  town.  In 
that  year  new  ecclesiastical  buildings  were  erected  to  house  Rev.  Amos 
Clark's  liberal  Unitarians  (Form  146)  and  Rev.  Samuel  Lee's  conservative 
Trinitarians  (Pilgrim  Church,  Form  127).  (Rev  Clark  lived  for  many  years 
at  90  Maple  Street,  Form  69).  Similar  religious  schisms  occurred  in 
Congregational  churches  throughout  New  England  during  the  early  19th 
century . 

9 

A memorable  record  of  service  in  the  Pilgrim  Church  is  that  of  Rev,  Edmund 
Dowse.  A native  of  Sherborn  he  served  as  its  pastor  from  1838-1905. 

Active  in  public  affairs,  he  was  chairman  of  the  school  committee  for  65 

years,  a member  of  the  state  senate  for  2 years  and  chaplain  of  that 

body  for  25  years.  His  residence  is  still  extant  at  25  Farm  Road  (Form  23). 


During  the  early  19th  century  Sherborn  Center  was  firmly  established  as 
the  central  focus  of  the  community's  religious,  political,  social  and 
commercial  life.  By  1835  two  churches,  a temporary  town  house,  two  stores 
and  a straw  hat  factory  were  located  here.  General  George  Washington 
stopped  at  Samuel  Sanger's  tavern  (site  of  3/5  North  Main  Street)  during 
his  New  England  tour  in  1789.  Sherborn  Center  was  inhabited  by  citizens 
of  comfortable  means  whose  livelihood  was  not  exclusively  derived  from 
agricultural  pursuits.  Colonel  Calvin  Sanger,  lawyer,  real  estate  magnate, 
cotton  factory  owner  and  founder  of  Sangerville,  Maine  lived  in  the  elegant 
Federal  house  at  8 Washington  Street  (built  1819,  Form  147).  Bowen  Adams, 
master  builder  (active  c.  1800—1840)  and  keeper  of  the  town's  "Agricultural; 
Library"  built  his  home  at  27  South  Main  Street  c.  1815,  (Form  128).  George 
H.  Clark,  "merchant"  and  manager  of  Hawes'  General  Store  (the  social  hub 
of  mid  19th  century  Sherborn  - a library  was  located  on  its  second  floor) 
built  the  Icalianate  villa  at  16  North  Main  Street  c.  1853  (Form  86) . Jacob 
Pratt,  designer  of  Pine  Hill  Cemetery  (early  1850' s)  lived  in  the  charming 
^aoe  at  9 North  Main  Street  ("Onion  House",  Form  84).  African  explorer 
Ufa  naturalist  Alfred  Hawes  lived  at  31  South  Main  Street  (Form  129). 


To  the  north  of  Sherborn  Center  a district  of  light  manufacturing  developed 


on  Edward's  Plain,  particularly  at  Dowse'  Corner  (see  Area  Form),  between  ' 
1780  and  1869.  Among  the  trades  conducted  in  this  area  were  leatherdressing, 
whipmaking,  shoe  manufacturing,  edgetool  manufacturing,  coffin  making, 
carriage  building  and  cider  manufacturing.  Eleazer  Dowse  and  his  descen- 
dants played  a prominent  role  in  Dowse'  Corner's  development.  This  family 
of  leather  dressers,  formerly  of  Charlestown,  Ma. , came  to  Sherborn  in 
1775.  In  the  boggy  lowlands  to  the  east  of  North  Main  Street  Dowses  dug 
pits  in  which  to  soak  hides.  Both  the  oldest  portion  of  100  North  Main 
Street  (Form  110)  and  30  North  Main  Street  (Form  90)  were  built  in  1783 
by  Eleazer  Sr.'s  sons  - Joseph  Dowse  Sr.  and  Eleazer  Dowse  Jr.,  respectively. 
Eleazer  Sr.'s  grandsons,  Benjamin,  Nathaniel,  Henry  and  Joseph  Jr.,  had 
whip  shops  on  their  house  lots  at  91  North  Main  Street  (Form  108) , 100 
North  Main  Street,  and  106  North  Main  Street  (Form  112).  Dowses  also 
played  a leading  role  in  the  growth  of  Sherborn  shoe  manufacturing.  In 
1837  Shf=*''born  shoe  shops  manufactured  40  pairs  of  boots  and  48,000  pairs 
of  shoes  valued  at  $40,000.  Most  of  the  shoes  made  in  Sherborn  for  export 
were  "heavy  brogans"  or  plow  shoes,  for  southern  trade.  In  1859  Nat  Dowse 
built  a three  story  building  between  Coolidge  and  Main  Streets.  Employing 
20  men,  Nat  Dowse'  shoe  shop  was  the  largest  of  a dozen  or  so  shoe  manu- 
factories in  Sherborn,  The  town's  second  largest  shoe  shop  was  owned 
by  Lowell  Coolidge  at  93  North  Main  Street,  (Form  109).  Founded  in  1854, 
Coolidge 's  business  employed  12  workers. 

Other  noteworthy  enterprises  housed  in  the  small  shops  and  attached  "ells  " c 
on  Edward's  Plain  include  Lemuel  Leland's  gunshop  at  61  North  Main  Street 
(Form  104),  Henry  Partridge's  edge  tool  manufactory  at  53/55  North  Main 
Street  (founded  in  1795,  "Stone  Shop",  Form  99),  Amasa  Green's  carpenter's 
shop  at  54  North  Main  Street  (coffin  designer,  active  1825-C.1875,  Form  100), 
and  Jeremiah  Butler's  carriage  making  shop  at  3 Butler  Street  (built 
1817 , Form  5) . 

Elsewhere  in  Sherborn  important  mid  19th  century  light  industries  included 
the  Fleming  brothers'  willow  weaving  on  Maple  Street  ( 184 8-c.  1900). , cran- 
berry harvesting  on  Sewall's  and  Dirty  Meadows,  (in  1875  as  many  as  151 
acres  were  devoted  to  cranberry-culture)  and  cider  manufacturing.  Jonathan 
Holbrook's  cider  mill  (1853-1909)  at  46  Forest  Street  (Form  36)  was  known 
as  "the  world's  largest  cider  mill".  The  town's  first  railroad  - the  old 
Framingham  and  Mansfield  line  - was  laid  out  in  1869-1870  to  provide  the 
Holbrook's  with  a more  direct  access  to  New  York  markets.  Holbrook  resi- 
dences which  reflect  the  prosperity  of  the  family's  cider  mill  include 
44  North  Main  Street  and  137  South  Main  Street  (Forms  95  and  139). 

During  ’-he  Civil  War  82  Sherborn  men  were  enrolled  in  the  army.  Among 
those  who  served  the  Union  cause  were  Joseph  Cleale  of  147  Western  Ave. 

(Form  365)  and  Dr.  Albert  Blanchard  of  27  Washington  Street,  (Form  152). 

Dr.  Blanchard  was  appointed  surgeon  of  the  regiment  which  became  known 
as  the  third  Massachusetts  Calvary  and  formed  a part  of  the  "Banks  Expedi- 
tion " to  Louisiana.  ^ 

During  the  late  19th  and  early  20th  centuries  Sherborn 's  educational 
facilities  were  expanded  and  centralized.  Thomas  Dowse,  of  Cambridgeport , 
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jU^ieather  dresser  formerly  of  Sherborn , bequeathed  $5,000.  to  establish 
^^nigh  school  which  became  incorporated  in  the  "Town  House"  in  1859,, 

(Town  Hall,  Form  123).  In  1874  Sawin  Academy  and  Thomas  Dowse  High  School 
was  completed  on  the  site  of  what  is  now  the  Sherborn  Public  Library.  It 
was  funded  by  Martha  Sawin  of  Natick,  a direct  descendant  of  Thomas  Sawin. 
For  many  years  it  was  ranked  in  Class  A for  admission  to  Normal  Schools. 

By  the  1870 's  Sherborn 's  school  district  encompassed  7 district  schools. 

The  1834  Plain  School,  now  a residence,  is  the  only  district  school  which 
is  still  extant  in  Sherborn,  (60  North  Main  Street,  Form  103).  c.1910 

the  Center  School  was  completed  to  satisfy  the  town's  need  for  "one  large 
central  graded  school".  This  brick,  stone  and  cement  building  was  designed 
by  Gay  and  Proctor  of  Boston.  Presently  vacant,  it  was  permanently  closed 
in  June,  1981.  . . . 

In  1860  Sherborn  became  one  of  the  first  towns  in  Massachusetts  to  take 
advanfage  of  an  act  passed  by  the  General  Court  permitting  the  establish- 
ment (-f  town  libraries.  Sherborn 's  library  was  initially  located  in  the 
Town  Hall  and  by  1914  in  the  Dowse  Memorial  Building,  (Form  82).  The 
latter  was  donated  to  the  town  by  the  lawyer,  businessman  and  diplomat, 
William  B.  H.  Dowse. 

After  the  Civil  War,  certain  antibellum  industries  disappeared  and  new 
businesses  began  to  flourish.  The  last  whips  were  made  in  Sherborn  in 
1876.  The  demise  of  Sherborn 's  shoe  manufacturing  was  precipitated  by 
^1^  increase  in  automated  machinery.  The  last  shoes  were  made  in  Lowell 
Coolidge's  shop  in  1908.  Ice  Cutting  flourished  on  Farm  Pond  from  c.  1850 
until  the  1930's.  The  Holbrook's  cider  mill  site  was  sold  to  P.  McCarthy 
and  Son,  manufacturers  of  cider  and  soda  in  1909.  Since  1919  Charles 
Herbert  Dowse'  roadside  market  stand  (100  North  Main  Street,  Form  110), 
has  served  the  automobile  touring  trade. 


Events  of  note  in  Sherborn  between  1900  and  1930  include  the  official 
naming  of  Sherborn's  streets  (1907),  the  annexation  of  575  acres  of  north 
Sherborn  to  Framingham  in  1924,  the  dedication  of  the  Memory  Statue  (donated 
by  William  B.  H.  Dowse  in  1924,  Form  904),  and  the  establishment  of  St. 
Theresa's  Catholic  Church. 

Before  1960,  Sherborn  was  virtually  undiscovered,  that  is  its  population 
was  fairly  stable,  varying  between  900  and  1,800  people  for  over  five  de- 
cades. Today  Sherborn  contains  approximately  4,000  inhabitants.  That 
Sherborn  is  located  in  a valley  of  low  population  density  (Sherborn,  Dover, 
Medfield,  Millis,  Holliston)  is  a long  standing  consequence  of  being  on 
neither  the  highly  developed  Boston-Worcester  axis  (Wellesley,  Natick,  Fram- 
ingham) nor  the  Boston-Providence  axis  (Dedham,  Westwood,  Norwood).  Sherborn 
does ,hhowever , maintain  strong  economic  ties  with  Boston.  Within  Sherborn's 
borders  are  buildings,  landscape  features  and  potential  archaeological  sites 
which  reflect  the  various  phases  of  Sherborn's  history  - from  its  incorpora- 
tion in  1674  to  the  present  day. 
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Sherborn  Center 

Architectural  Significance 

Sherborn  Center,  with  its  picturesque  19th  century  churches,  green, 
late  17th  c.  burial  ground,  and  old  stone  walls  retains  much  of  its  rural 
pre  20th  century  character.  The  hill  which  serves  as  a "-pedastal"  for 
the  First  Parish  Church  is  the  Town  Center's  most  prominent  topographical 
feature.  Four  major  roads  converge  in  this  area  - Main  Street  (both 
North  and  South),  Maple  Street,  Washington  Street,  and  Farm  Road.  It 
is  one  of  the  town's  more  densely  settled  districts. 

While  most  parts  of  Sherborn  are  overv/helmingly  residential,  Sherborn 
Center  contains  both  public  and  private  buildings.  The  principal  building 
material  is  wood.  Notable  exceptions  include  masonry  structures  such 
as  the  Center  School,  the  Dowse  Memorial  Building,  the  Sherborn  Public 
Library,  and  the  residence  at  2 North  Main  St.  - all  of  these  buildings 
V7ere  built  during  the  20th  century.  Its  structures  generally  do  not 
exceed  2h  stories  in  height. 

Styles  represented  in  this  area's  collection  of  residences  range 
from  the  central  hall  plan  Georgian  Flagg  House  (built  1740,  enlarged 
1742,  Form  ) to  an  unusual  example  of  an  Edwardian  "Country  Cottage", 
(The  William  B.  H.  Dowse  House,  1914,  Form  S O)  . Its  well  crafted 
Federal  houses  speak  eloquently  of  the  fact  that  talented  local  house- 
wrights  were  at  work  in  this  area.  The  Col.  Calvin  Sanger  House,  with 
its  handsome  entrance  and  interior  v/oodwork  was  built  by  Ebenezer  Mann 
in  1819  (8  Washington  St.,  Form  ) . Bowen  Adams,  another  accomplished 

Sherborn  ■ housewright  built  his  own  hip  roof  residence  at  27  So.  Main  St. 
(Form  UU).  as  well  as  the  Dr.  Oliver  Everett  House  at  1 No.  Main  St. , 
(Form  J£.  ).  Built  in  1833,  the  entrance  pilasters  of  the  Everett  House 
display  a distinctive  Greek  Key  pattern. 

Solid  examples  of  side-hall  plan  Greek  Revival  dwellings  are  located 
at  15  North  Main  Street  (Amos  Bigelow  House,  c.  1845,  Form  and  at 
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27  Washington  Street  (Bickf ord-Blanchard  House,  1849,  Form  fScZ)  . These 
houses  possess  wide  corner  and  fascia  boards  as  well  as  pedimented 
attics  . 

Several  small  Ih  story  central  hall  plan  Capes  are  also  located 
in  this  district,  e.g,  the  Horatio  Coolidge  House  at  39  South  Main  St., 

(c.  1825,  Form  J3j_)  and  the  Joshua  Holbrook  House  at  5 South  Main  St., 

(c.  1840,  Form 

Sherborn's  most  architecturally  significant  19th  century  residence 
is  the  George  H.  Clark  House  at  16  North  Main  Street  (c.  1853,  Form  ) . 
The  source  for  this  house's  irregular  plan,  distinctive  profiles,  loggias, 
balconies,  and  wide  overhanging  cornice  apparently  lies  in  the  1840' s 
and  1850 's  pattern  books  of  the  American  landscape  architect  A.  J.  Downing. 
Alexander  Rice  Estey  of  Framingham  is  probably  this  house's  architect. 

The  Zion's  Lane-Linden  Lane  section  of  this  district  deserves 
mention  for  its  picturesque  collection  of  diminutive  cottages  - e.g.  the 
laundry  ell  of  the  Col  Calvin  Sanger  House  at  5 Zion's  Lane  (1819,  moved 
c.  1850' s.  Form  m ) , the  Martha  Austin  House  at  5 Linden  Lane  (before 
1875,  Form  and  the  Onion  House  at  the  corner  of  Zion's  Lane  and 

North  Main  Street  (9  NoYth  Main  St. , c.  1840,  Form  84  ) . 


Over  time,  Sherborn's  public  buildings  have  housed  a variety  of 
religious,  political,  educational  and  social  activities.  The  First  Parish 
Church's  third  meeting  house  was  built  in  1830  by  Hiram  Jones  of  Dover, 
(Form  m.  ).  This  Greek  Revival  ecclesiastical  edifice's  octagonal  steeple 
is  the  major  focal  point  in  the  area.  Also  noteworthy  is  its  handsome 
pedimented  portico. 

Immediately  to  the  southeast  of  the  First  Parish  Church  is  the 
Italianate  Town  Hall  (Form  ai  ).  It  was  built  in  1856  by  Elbridge  Boyden, 
architect  of  Worcester's  Mechanics  Hall.  The  cupola  topped  Town  Hall's 
windows  are  fully  enframed  in  the  Rennaissance  manner  and  its  corners 
are  boldly  defined  by  quoins. 
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Unfortunately , the  High  Victorian  Gothic  Sawin  Academy  which  housed 
-^the  Thomas  Dowse  High  School  is  no  longer  extant.  Built  in  1874  and 
demolished  in  1962,  it  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  Sherborn  Public 
Library  (see  Form  ^^3  ) . 

To  the  southeast  of  the  Church  Green  on  South  Main  Street  is  the 
Pilgrim  Church  (Form  f%~] ) . . Built  in  1830,  it  was  remodelled  in  the 
Italianate  style  in  the  1850' s.  It  faces  Russell  Square  (intersection  of 
Farm  Road,  Sawin,  Sanger  and  South  Main  Streets). 

St.  Theresa's  Catholic  Church  (Form  0 ) at  33  South  Main  Street 
is  an  unpretentious  frame  vernacular  structure  which  was  built  in  1898 
to  house  the  town's  Alms  House. 

A picturesque  example  of  the  Jacobean  style,  popular  in  the  early 
20th  c.  is  the  ivy  covered  Dowse  Memorial  Building  (Form  ^2.  ) . Built 
on  North  Main  St.  in  1914,  it  was  designed  by  the  Boston  architectural 
J^Jirm  of  Pray,  Hubbard  and  IVhite. 

During  the  19th  c.  Sherborn  Center's  character  was  partly  commercial. 
No  longer  extant  are  two  19th  century  general  stores,  an  18th  century 
tavern  (see  Form  6J_)  and  a post  office.  Col.  Calvin  Sanger's  store 
still  stands  at  12  Washington  Street  (built  c.  1805,  Form . 

Much  of  this  area's  charm  lies  in  the  presence  of  the  Central 
Burying  Ground,  (Form  ) . Located  to  the  south  of  the  Do’s’se  Memorial 
Building,  it  is  the  center's  oldest  man-made  thing.  Founded  in  the 
late  1680's,  it  contains  a fine  collection  of  late  17th  -early  19th  c. 
slate  stones.'  Gravestone  motifs  represented  here  include  winged  skulls 
and  faces,  willow  and  urn,  floral  pattern,  etc. 

Several  monuments  are  located  within  this  area.  The  Leland  Monument 
(Form  is  a granite  Egyptian  obelisk  which  was  erected  on  the  northern 

^^adge  of  the  Church  Green  in  1847.  It  is  a memorial  to  Henry  Leland,  one 
of  the  town's  first  settlers  and  common  ancestor  of  the  Leland  family's 
many  American  branches. 
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The  Memory  Statue  (Form  ) by  Cyrus  Dallin  is  located  in  front  of 
the  Central  Cemetery,  It  is  composed  of  an  8 ft.  tall  bronze  statue  of 
a woman  which  is  situated  in  the  center  of  a granite  architectural  setting 
by  William  Ware  Dinsmore.  It  was  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Sherborn's 
war  dead  in  1924, 


Unlike  the  town  centers  of  many  Boston-area  communities,  Sherborn 
Center  retains  the  image.-  of  a 19th  c.  New  England  country  town  - despite 
road  widen ings,  the  disappearance  of  Sawin  Academy  and  the  presence  of 
architecture Lly _undistinguished  commercial  structures  to  the  north  of 
Pilgrim  Church  on  South  Main  Street,  Particularly  worthy  of  preservation 
is  the  Visual  relationship  between  certain  public  and  private  pre  20th  c. 
structures  and  landscape  features  e.g.  the  "visual  dialogue"  between  the 
Church  Green  and  the  First  Parish  Church,  Town  Hall  and  the  Col.  Calvin 
Sanger  House  and  Store. 


Sherborn  Center 

T 

Historical  Significance 

Since  the  1680' s this  area  has  been  the  focus  of  Sherborn ' s religious, 
political,  educational,  and  social  life.  During  the  19th  century  its  rise 
as  a locally  important  commercial  center  paralleled  and  complimented  that 
of  Dowse's  Corner  as  a light  manufacturing  district.  (After  World  War  II, 
a small  shopping  center  was  established  to  the  north  of  the  center  of 
Edward's  Flctin.)  Over  time  many  of  this  farming  community's  most  prominent 
citizens  lived  here. 

Initially  settlement  was  concentrated  in  the  southern  portion  of 
Sherborn.  The  first  English  settlers  came  to  Sherborn,  or  Boggestow,  in 
1652  and  the  town  was  incorporated  in  1674.  The  story  of  Sherborn  Center's 
development  begins  with  the  construction  of  the  First  Parish  Church's 
first  meeting  house  (early  1680' s.)  By  the  early  18th  century  four  major 
^roughfares  converged  in  the  meeting  house  vicinity.  These  included  "The 
Road  to  Natick"  (Main  St. , North) , "The  Road  to  Medfield"  (Main  St. , South) , 

"The  Road  to  the  Farm"  (Morse's  Farm)  or  Farm  Road,  and  "The  Road  to  Ashland" 
(Maple  Street.).  For  many  years  Washington  Street  was  a segment  of  the 
Hartford  Turnpike  and  was  also  known  as  "The  Road  to  Holliston" . 

Throughout  the  18th  c.  Sherborn  Center  remained  sparsely  settled.  By 
1750  it  contained  a burial  ground  (founded  in  1689  , Form  ^)  , the  meeting 
house,  a school,  and  Richard  Sanger's  Tavern  which  was  a long  low  structure 
on  the  site  of  3-5  North  Main  St.  (Form  81).  Three  dwellings  were  located 
in  this  area  - the  nucleus  of  the  Flagg  House  at  22  Washington  St.  (Form  !5J_)  , 
the  Sparhawk  House  which  occupied  the  site  of  27  So.  Main  St. , and  a parson- 
age which  stood  at  8 Washington  St.  It  was  not  until  the  early  19th  century 
that  Sherborn  Center  became  relatively  densely  settled  and  firmly  established 
a recognizable  architectural  identity  as  a town  center.  This  growth  was  spurred 
by  increased  light  manufacturing  activities  to  the  north  on  Edward's  Plain 
^')ncluding  edge  tool  manufacturing,  whip  making,  and  later  shoe  manufacturing).  , 
The  Sanger  brothers,  Joseph  and  Col.  Calvin,  built  general  stores  to  serve 
tradesmen  as  well  as  farmers.  Col.  Calvin  Sanger's  store/law  office  is  still 
extant  at  12  Washington  St,  Joseph  Sanger’s  store,  lateir  the  Hawes  and  Clark 
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store,  was  built  c.  1805  and  torn  dovm  in  1920.  It  stood  on  the  Dowse 
Memorial  Building's  south  lawn.  Handsome  Federal  houses  were  built 
in  Sherborn  Center  between  1800  and  1835.  These  included  Col.  Bowen 
Adams ^ house  at  27  South  Main  St.  (Form  tiB).  Calvin  Sanger's  house 
at  8 Washington  St.  (Form  /if),  and  Joseph  Sanger's  house  (1820)  on  the 
site  of  the  Dowse  Memorial  Building.  Bowen  Adams  was  one  of  the  town's 
early  19th  c.  master  builders.  ' Col.  Calvin  Sanger  was  a well-to-do 
lawyer,  politician,  real  estate  speculator,  and  cotton  factory  owner. 

He  founded  the  town  of  Sangerville,  Maine.  Joseph  Sanger,  in  addition 
to  his  store,  owned  the  Sanger  Tavern  and  a large  tract  of  land  on  the 
southern  portion  of  Edward's  Plain  which  is  included  in  this  area. 


By  1830  Sherborn  had  become  a two  church  town  - both  the  First 
Parish  Church's  third  meeting  house  (Form  8 ) and  the  Pilgrim  Church 
(Form  were  built  in  1830.  A schism,  20  years  in  the  making,  between 

conservative  Trinitarians  or  Congregat ionalists  and  the  liberal  Unitarian 
faction  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  the  two  separate  congregations. 
The  Pilgrim  Church's  Rev.  Edmund  Dowse,  who  served  as  its  minister 
from  1838  1905,  attracted  parishoners  from  far  beyond  Sherborn ' s 

borders.  H-  was  also  active  in  public  affairs  - he  was  on  the  school 
board  for  over  60  years. 


Between  1850  and  1875  Joseph  Sanger's  "Homestead  Estate"  was  sub- 
divided by  his  son  Elbridge.  The  cul-de-sacs  known  as  Zion's  (originally 
Pratt's)  and  Linden  Lanes  were  laid  out  to  the  north  of  the  old  Sa^'.ger 
Tavern  - by  1875  they  were  lined  vjith  diminutive  cottages,  ells  of  older 
houses  and  outbuildings.  (Several  more  structures  than  currently  bordered 
these  ways,  most  notably  George  Clark's  "shop"  at  1 Zion's  Lane  v^hich 
became  a Zionist  Chapel  in  the  early  1900 's.) 


George  H.  Clark,  manager  of  the  old  Sanger  Store  (later  Hawe ' s Store), 
built  a stylish  Italian  villa  on  12  acres  of  land  he  purchased  from 
Elbridge  Sanger  in  1852. 

CO 

In  1870  the  old  Framingham  and  Mansfield  Railroad  was  laid  out  to 
the  north  of  George  H.  Clark's  property,  creating  a man-made  boundary 
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between  Sherborn  Center  and  the  northern  portion  of  Edward's  Plain. 

) 

Between  1850  and  1914  this  area's  traditional  role  as  a religious, 
political,  educational,  and  social  center  was  reinforced  by  the  construction 
of  several  important  public  buildings.  In  185?  Thomas  Dowse,  a leather 
dresser,  philanthropist,  and  Sherborn  native  gave  $5,000.  towards  the 
erection  of  a Town  Hall  (Form  ill  ) which  initially  contained  a high ' 
school  and  public  library. 

Sawin  Academy  (See  Form  was  constructed  in  1874  with  funds 

provided  by  Martha  Sawin  of  Natick.  This  High  Victorian  structure  was 
located  to  the  south  of  the  Town  Hall.  It  was  "established  as  a select 
school  in  the  Center  of  Town".  Sawin  Academy  was  demolished  in  1962 
and  its  site  is  now  occupied  by  the  Sherborn  Public  Library. 

The  Dowse  Memorial  Building  (Form  g 2.  ) was  built  in  1914  to  house 
the  Town's  library.  It  presently  contains  the  Town  Offices.  It  has 
^historical  associations  with  William  Bradford  Homer  Dov.’se,  lav’ver, 
businessman,  historian  and  philanthropist.  He  also  provided  the  funds 
for  the  Memory  Statue  which  was  erected  in  1924. 

By  1924  Sherborn 's  small  Catholic  population  began  to  be  served 
by  St.  Theresa's  Catholic  Cnurch  v/hich  v;as  established  in  the  old  Alms 
House  built  in  1898  at  33  North  Main  St.  (Form  ]3  ^ . 


Town  Center  Historic  District 

Also  contains  Central  Cemetery  (several  old  stones,  stones  missing),  MemorJ^ 
Statue,  Leland  Monument. 


North  Main  Street 

1 Dr.  Oliver  Everett  House 

“ Dowse  Memorial  Building 

2 William  B.  H.  Dowse  House 

3-5  Sanford  Leland  House 

7 

9 Onion  House 

15  possibly  Amos  Bigelow  House 

16  George  Clark  House 

17  Paleman  Bickford  House/Unity  Hall 


Zions  Lane 

laundry  ell  of  Col.  Sanger  House 
(8  Washington  St.) 

iDa^c-Danielsll  House 

Linden  Lane 

Martha  Austin  House 


Washington  Street 
George  Fleming  House 

Col.  Calvin  Sanger  House 


1833  Builder  = Bowen  Adams 

1914  Town  Offices,  former  library 

C.1915  stylistically  Edwardian  in  the 
manner  of  Luytens 

c.  1890') 

^marginal,  but  scale  and  age  con- 

c.  189oJ)  tribute 

C.1840  home  of  landscape  planner  for 

Pine  Hill  Cemetery,  Jacob  Pratt, 
also  inventer 

c. 1840-1850  Italianate /Greek  Revival 

C.1853  early  Italianate  villa,  his  stor^ 
on  grounds  of  Dowse  Mem.  Bl^. 

1833  stood  behind  the  Town  Hall  on  So 
Main  St.  Bowen  Adams  built  it 
for  Bickford;  moved  1959;  once  a 
private  school  and  later  a Sunda; 
School 


1819  moved  between  1875-1879 


built  before  1875  Zionist  Ch* 

during  early  20t.hc. 


built  before  1875  home  of  Civil  War  ve 

Wm.  Lewis 


c.  1878-1880 


1819 


one  of  large  willow  working 
Fleming  family  who  lived  on 
Maple  St, 

builder-Ebenezer  Mann.  Sanger  - 
one  of  Sherborn ' s most  prominent 

citizens,  factory  owner,  politic, 
store  owner,  lawver  etc,  . 

Started  first  cotton  factory^ 
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Sketch  map.  Draw  a general  map  of  the  area  indicating  properties  within  it. 
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Sanger’s  Store 

opp.12+8  First  Parish  Church 
* 

22  Flagg  House 


27  Bickf ord-Blanchard  House 
11  Center  School 

South  Main  Street 

5 possibly  James  Salisbury  House 
also  Joshua  Holbrook  House 


25  Pilgrim  Church  1830, 


1830  Greek  Revival , built , • ’ y 

byHiram  Jones  ofDbve'r.  • v-  ’ .'---r 

c,1740  enlarged  1772  by  Rev.  Elijah 

Brown,  minister  First  Parish  Ch. 

1849  home  of  builder  and  later  town  Dr 

1910  opposite  Flagg  House  (22  Wash.  St 


C.1840  home  blacksmiths  (if  Salisbury 

also  of  a cannery  first  telephone 
exchange  in  Sherborn) 

1853  broke  away  from  First  Parish  Ch. 

in  1830;  founded  by  more  conserve 
tive  Trinitarians;  remodelled  185 
came  together  with  First  Parish 

1920' s;  separate  again  in  early 
I960' s 


27  Bowen  Adams  House 
f 


C.1815  Adams=important  local  master  ' 
builder 


31  Frederick  Leland  House 


1830' s Hawes  son  who  lived  here  traveller 
with  Dr.  Livingstone  in  Africa 


35  St.  Theresa's 

39  Horatio  Coolidge  House 
*opp,12«»=8  Town  Hall 


1898,  1924 


originally  Alms  House,  later  1st 
Catholic  Church 


1820-1830  Cape 


1857  Elbridge  Boydon  of  Worcester 
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MCHITECIURAL  SIGNIFICANCE  o£  area. (Describe  physical  setting,  general  character, 
and  architecturally  significant  structures) . 


Maps  of  1788,  1857,  1875,  1889,  1906 

A.  C.  Shaughnessy ' s A Guide  to  Sherborn  and  The  History  of  Sherborn 
"Historical  Sketches,  Sherborn  Tercentenary  1952"  - Francis  Bardwell 
The  Century  Turns  - Sherborn  Historical  Society 

Sherborn  Past  and  Present,  1674-1924,  published  by  the  Sherborn  Historical 
Society 
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Edward's  Plain 


Dowse 's  Corner 


Architectural  Significance  ' 

This  area's  18th  and  19th  century  buildings  are  situated  along 
North  Main  Street  in  a linear  north-south  configuration,  from  Sherborn's 
commercial  district  to  the  Natick  line.  Its  land  is  essentially  flat 
and  is  bordered  by  Brush  and  Peter's  Hills  to  the  west  and  Pine  Hill  and 
lowlands  to  the  east.  Although  North  Main  Street  (Route  27)  is  a main 
traffic  artery  in  Sherborn,  this  area  retains  much  of  its  pre  20th 
century  rural  charm.  Its  landscape  possesses  old  barns,  stone  walls, 
granite  gate  posts  and  Plain  Cemetery,  a late  18th  century  burial  ground. 
Its  building  stock  is  generally  well  maintained  and  unaltered.  Dowse 's 
Corner,  with  its  broad  lawns  and  Greek  Revival  houses,  presents  a remark- 
ably unspoiled  picture  of  a pre  Civil  War  New  England  community. 

The  structures  in  this  area  generallv  do  not  exceed  2\  stories,  are 
of  rectangular  or  L-shaoed  plans  and,  with  one  noteable  exception,  are 
constructed  of  wood.  The  Captain  Harvey  Partridge  edgetool  manufactury  * 
(built  1796,  Form  iL)  is  constructed  of  locally  quarried  granite.  Most 
of  the  buildings  in  this  area  were  built  as  residences.  Several  special 
use  structures  have  been  converted  into  dwellings  including  Partridge's 
edge  tool  manufactury,  the  Bigelow  Cider  Mill  at  47-49  North  Main  Street, 
(c.  1850,  Form  9 7 ) the  Plain  School  at  60  North  Main  Street  (1834  , 

Form  /o3  ) • The  shops  V7hich  once  dotted  the  front,  side,  and  rear  yards 
of  this  area's  houses  have  largely  disappeared. 

Several  residences  incorporate  olderstructures  (e.g.  the  Whitney-Paul 
House  at  41  North  Main  Street  - its  1761  main  block  may  contain  a c.  1680 
dwelling.  Form  i±),  or  possess  ells  which  are  older  than  the  main 
block,  e.g.  the  Greek  Revival  Joseph  Dowse  Sr.  House  at  100  North  Main 
Street  (Form//<7  ) and  the  Federal  Moses  Perry^House  at  83  North  Main 
Street  (Form  /Of  ).  Both  house's  ells  were  built  c.  1782. 

r 

During  the  first  half  of  the  19th  century  several  talented  house- 
wrights  were  at  work  in  Sherborn  but  only  a few  houses  in  this  area 
are  known  to  have  been  definitely  built  by  them.  Hiram  Jones  of  Doyer, 
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^uthor  of  Sherborn’s  First  Parish  Church's  third  meeting  house,  built 

V 

(^:he  Plain  School  in  1834  (60  North  Main  St,,  Form  /<33  ) . Ebenezer  Mann 

was  responsible  for  the  Lemuel  Leland  House  (now  greatly  altered,  built 
at  61  North  Main  Street  c.  1810,  Form  , as  well  as  the  elegant 

Col.  Calvin  Sanger  House  in  Sherborn  Center.  He  lived  at  30  North  Main 
Street,  (c.  17  82  , Form  ) . Mann,  Bowen  Adams,  and  Paleman  Bickford, 
all  active  during  the  1810' s 1840' s,  undoubtedly  built  other  houses  • 
on  Edward's  Plain, 


Stylistically,  this  area's  building  stock  ranges  from  mid  18th  c. 
country  Georgian  (e.g.  Benjamin  Bullard's  house  at  36  North  Main  Street, 
c,  1760,  Form  9 ^ ) to  a well  crafted  Queen  Anne  residence  built  for 
Jonathan  Holbrook,  owner  of  the  world's  largest  cider  mill,  (44  North 
Main  Street,  built  1880,  Form  ) . 

Notable  Federal  residences  include  the  main  block  of  the  Tapley 
Wyeth  House  v;hich  dates  to  c.  1795  (46  North  Main  Street,  Form  9*^  ) r 

I'aptain  Harvey  Partridge's  House  across  the  street  at  51  North  Main  St. 
(c.  1820,  Form  ) and  the  Jeremiah  Butler  House  (1818)  around  the 
corner  at  5 Butler  Street  (Form  S ) . A competent  late  rendition  of  the 
Federal  style  is  the  Benjamin  Dowse  House  at  91  North  Main  Street, 
built  c.  1830,  (Form  / Oft ) . 

A particularly  handsome  late  Federal  House  with  Greek  Revival 
elenenns  -corner  and  fascia  boards  and  pedimented  antic-  is  i ~ 'er- 
Rice  House  at  14  Coolidge  Street  (c.  1820,  Form  ). 


This  area  is  richest  in  vernacular  Greek  Revival  houses  of  the 
rectangular,  temple  form,  3-bay  principal  facade,  gable  variety.  Built 
primarily  for  Dov/ses  between  1840  and  1860,  these  solid  dwellings  feature 
wide  corner  and  fascia  boards,  heavy  classicized  front  door  enframements 
and  pedimented  attica.  Particularly  noteworthy  is  the  Joseph  Dowse  Sr. 
House  at  100  North  Main  Street  which  has  all  of  these  features  as  well 
as  a fluted  Tuscan  porch  columns,  (1844,  Form  ilO).  Next  door  at  102 
North  Main  St.  (1854  , Form  / //  ) the  facades  are  enlivened  by  heavy. 


pedimented  door  and  window  surrounds.  Other  noteworthy  forays  into  the 
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Greek  Revival  include  the  Lowell  Coolidge  House  at  93  North  Main  Street 
(1847,  Form  and  the  William  Chamberlain  Dowse  House  at  13  Lake 

Street  (1856,  Form 

The  Ih  story  Cape,  more  common  on  South  Main  Street  is  represented 
in  this  area  at  86  North  Main  Street  (the  Sparhawk  House,  built  c,  1833, 
Form  [Ol). 

Only  two  houses  may  be  said  to  represent  the  romantic  revival 
styles  of  the  mid-late  19th  century,  112  North  Main  Street,  built 
in  1859  exhibits  an  irregular  plan  and  elements  of  the  Gothic  Revival 
and  Italianate  styles.  A late  example  of  the  Carpenter  Gothic  Style 
is  to  be  found  at  59  North  Main  Street.  Both  houses  were  owned  by 
Charles  Dort  Dowse  (Forms  115.  and  \0Z  , respectively) . 

For  a complete  listing  of  houses  in  this  district  see  the  list 
at  the  end  of  this  form. 


Edward’s  Plain 


Dowse ’s  Corner 


Historical  Significance 


This  area  was  sparsely  settled  during  the  late  17th  and  early 
18th  centuries.  Its  inhabitants  relied  chiefly  on  agricultural  pursuits 
for  their  livelihood.  Edward's  Plain'-  Dowse’ s .Corner  became  relatively 
densely  settled  by  the  early  1800' s.  Between  1780  and  1800  ten  new 
structures  were  added  to  the  existing  seven.  With  the  gradual  return 
of  stability  and  prosperity  after  the  Revolutionary  War,  the  seeds  of 
this  area's  transformation  were  sovm  by  returning  soldier-citizens  and 
new  settlers.  Among  the  tradesmen  working  within  this  neighborhood  be- 
tween 1780  and  1860  was  an  edge  tool  manufacturer,  blacksmiths,  gunmakers , 
a coffin  designer,  wheelwrights,  cidermill  owners,  tanners,  whip  makers, 
shoe  manufacturers.  In  addition.  Deacon  William  Clark  established  a 
general  store  to  the  south  of  84  North  Main  Street  in  1800  (no  longer 
extant)  and  by  1824  Captain  Daniel  Paul  kept  a tavern  at  41  North  Main 
\ creet  (Form  9*^  ) « 


While  a number  of  prominent  late  18th  and  19th  century  Sherborn 
residents  lived  in  this  area  it  was  the  Dowse  family  of  leather  dressers 
who  figured  most  prominently  in  initiating  and  maintaining  its  commercial 
character.  Eleazer  Dowse  and  his  family  fled  Charlestov/n , Ma.  on  the 
eve  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill  and  settled  on  Everett  Street  in  Sherborn. 
Initially  engaged  in  tanning  and  whipmaking,  certain  ..  - • ■ 

turned  to  m.anuf acturing  shoes  in  the  1850' s.  This  area  declined  as  a 
manufacturing  district  with  the  technological  advance  of  the  early 
20th  century.  The  automation  of  large  shoe  factories  beyond  Sherborn ' s 
borders  terminated  the  Town's  small  shoe  manufacturing  businesses.  Today, 
this  area  is  a quiet  residential  neighborhood. 


Edward's  Plain  is  named  for  Edward  West,  one  of  the  town's  first 
selectmen  and  school  teachers.  (He  was  named  School  Master  in  1694.)  He 
'as  granted  a large  tract  of  land  which  stretched  from  Sherborn  Center 
to  Everett  Street.  The  first  area  of  settlement  in  Sherborn  or  Boggestow 
had  been  located  in  the  southeast  section  of  the  town  along  the  Charles 


River.  Undoubtedly  settlement  on  Edward’s  Plain  v;as  spurred  by  the 
construction  of  a meeting  house  on  the  hill  above  "the  plain"  in  1680. 
Among  the  first  families  to  settle  on  the  northern  section  of  "the  plain" 
in  the  late  17th  c.  were  Whitneys  (Form  Perrys,  Coolidges,  and 

later  Bullards. 

In  the  forefront  of  this  area's  post  1770  settlers  was  Eleazer  Dowse 
He  utilized  the  boggy  lowlands  behind  his  Everett  Street  house  for  the 
soaking  of  hides.  This  trade  was  carried  on  by  his  four  sons.  It  was 
members  of  the  Dowse  family  who  built  six  houses  on  and  around  Dowse' s 
Corner  during  the  building  boom  of  1840-  1860.  The  Dowses  will  be  dis- 
cussed later  on  in  this  report. 

Among  the  plethora  of  trades  practiced  in  this  area  between  1780 
and  1860  were: 

1.  Edge  tool  manufacturing  - Capt.  Harvey  Partridge's  edge  tool  manu- 
factory located  in  the  stone  building  (1796)  at  53/55  North  Main  St. 

(Form  O O Along  with  his  brother-in-law,  Malachi  Babcock,  v7ho  had  a 
blacksmith  shop  next  door  (no  longer  extant)  he  fashioned  adzes,  knives, 
axes,  plc-.-.'S  and  elastieef orks  for  moving  hay  or  manure. 

2.  Lemuel  Leland,  master  gunmaker,  had  a gunshop  to  the  north  of  his 
house  at  71  North  Main  Street  (c.  1810,  Form  /M±).  His  guns  were  nation- 
ally known  and  were  praised  for  their  fine  workmanshin  and  acciiracv  in 
long  range  shooting. 

3.  Amasa  ^-rsen,  a carpenter,  was  known  for  his  customize^,  six-sided 
coffins.  He  purchased  54  North  Main  Street  (Form/gp  ) in  1S25  an:"  ^ived 
at  this  address  until  at  least  1875. 

4.  Jeremiah  Butler  manufactured  carriage  wheels  on  his  property  at 

5 Butler  Street  (Form  _5 ) . 

5.  A cider  mill,  now  47-49  North  Main  Street  (Form  iz.  ) v/as  originally 
located  behind  the  Harvey  Partridge  House  at  51  No.  Main  St.  It  was 
owned  by  James  Bigelow  from  c.  1850  until  the  1870' s.  (By  the  1870' s, 

20  cider  mills  were  located  in  Sherborn.) 

6.  While  Sherborn  had  many  whip  shops  during  the  first  half  of  the  19th 
centurv,  the  Dowse  brothers,  Benjamin,  Nathaniel  and  Joseph  (grandsons 
of  Eleazer,  Sr.)  were  perhaps  the  master  whipmakers.  (Their  houses  on 
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North  Main  Street  are  Nos.  91^  100,  and  106  respectively.)  Whips  were 
^de  by  the  Dowses  as  late  as  1876. 

7.  By  the  1850' s Nathaniel  Henry  Dowse  branched  out  into  shoe  manufactur- 
ing. He  built  a three  story  shop  in  the  fork  of  the  road  fromed.  by 
Coolidge  and  North  Main  Streets.  His  shop's  20  men  made  a heavy  work 
shoe  called  a Brogan  which  was  sold  for  use  on  southern  plantations. 
Lowell  Coolidge  served  an  apprenticeship  with  Nathaniel  Dowse  and  later 
built  a sizeable  shop  next  to  93  North  Main  Street  (Form  ) . The  auto- 
mation of  large  shoe  factories  in  the  early  20th  century  terminated  New 
Eng] and ’s  small  shoe  making  businesses.  Dowse 's  shoe  manufactory  burned 
in  1907.  The  last  shoe  was  made  in  Coolidge 's  shop  in  1908. 


The  last  remnant  of  this  area's  commercial  character  is  C.  A.  Dowse 
and  Sons,  Inc.,  apple  growers.  This  business  was  established  in  1919 
for  the  automobile  touring  trade  by  Nathaniel  Henry's  son  Charles  Herbert 
Dowse . 


Over  tim>e  this  area  has  served  as  a place  of  residence  for  some  of 
the  tcwn's  most  prominent  citizens.  Included  on  this  roster  are  Col. 

Samuel  Bullard  who  v;as  captain  of  the  Ancient  Artillary  Co.  in  1755  and  later 
served  one  campaign  at  Bennington  durin  the  Revolutionary  War.  (31  North 
Main  Street.) 


The  Hon.  Daniel  Whitney  was  a member  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
of  1775  and  was  later  on  the  convention  to  form,  the  Sret^  C^rst itrt : on . 
(41  North  Main  Streer. ) 

Dr.  Tapley  Wyeth  vas  the  town  physician  during  the  late  18th  and 
early  19th  centuries  and  served  as  a Selectman  in  1813.  (46  North  Main 

Street . ) 


Andrew  Jackson  Church  invented  a very  successful  v;heeljack.  (1  Coolidge 
Street . ) 


Amory  Leland  Babcock  was  a well  known  naturalist  and  taxidermist  who 
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donated  a large  collection  of  birds  to  Wellesley  College  and  the  Bacon  Free 
Library  in  Natick.  (123  North  Main  Street. ) ^ 


Aaron  Dowse  was  a journalist  and  editor  of  the  New  England  Grocer 
during  the  late  19th  c.  (13  Lake  Street.) 


ED'.VARD'^:  P L.'. in  ~ dowsers  CORT'T'.Tf  HTSTOPrC  DISTRICT 


Powder  House  Lane  - Everett  Street,  includes  houses  on  Butler,  Lake  and 
Coolidge  Streets.  South  - North 


North  Main  Street 


30 

Dowse- Mann  House 

1782 

32-34 

Ben  Bullard  House 

C.1798 

33 

Col.  Samuel  Bullard  House 

1763 

36 

Charles  Rockwood  House 

1840 

41 

Jonathan  Whitney  House 
Paul  Tavern 
Hunting  Lane  Farm 

c. 1750 
1824 

44 

John  Holbrook  House 

1830 

home  of  Eleazer  Dov/se  Jr.  born  Charles 
town,  married  May  Bullard  across  St., 
their  daughter  married  Ebenezer  Mann. 

unusual  recessed  porches  (symmetrical) 
on  gable  end 

bought  30  acres  from  Daniel  Gookin  in 
1763 

Holbrook  son  of  Cider  Mill  fame  lived 
here 

Whitnev  Homestead,  Daniel  Whitney  was 
important  political  tigure  in 

olution  Mass.  1733-1810  member  of 
Prov.  Cong.  1775  member  of  State  and 
Federal  Constitution  Convention. 

Tavern  run  by  Capt . Paul  after  1824. 

home  of  world-famous  cider  mill  owner 


46  Dr.  Tapley  Wyeth  House  1790-98  home  of  a town  doctor 

mid  section 
pre  Rev. 

47-49  James  Bigelow  Cider  Mill  c.l850  formerly  behind  51  as  cider  mill 

remodelled 
as  house 


c. 1875 


51  Jonathan  Partridge  House  c.1800 

Possibly 

54  Amasa  Green  House  c.1800 

53-55  Capt.  Harvey  Partridge's  1796 

Edgetool  Factory 

58  Malachi  Babcock  House  1855 

) The  Plain  School  c.1834 


Partridge  family  manufactured  forks, 
store  in  house  next  door 

home  of  town  coffin  m.aker,  carpentry 
shop  to  rear 

rakes,  broad  axes,  forks,  etc.  made 
here 

rebuilt  in  early  19th  c. 

built  by  Hiram  Jones  of  Dover,  one  of 
2 remaining  19th  c.  Sherborn  schools 


61 

Lemuel  Leland  House 

c. 1810 

83 

Moses  Perry  3rd  House 

1782 

86 

Emline  Sparhawk  House 

1833 

91 

Benjamin  Dowse  House 

1814 

93 

Lowell  Coolidge  House 

1847 

100 

Joseph  Dowse  House 

1783 

102  Nat  Henry  Dowse  House  1854 


106  Joseph  Dowse  House  1819 


home  of  the  well-known  gunsmith  had  I 

shop  to  north  of  house,  built  by  ' 

Ebenezer  Mann  W 

Perry  was  a cooper,  Chamberlain,  owner 
in  early  1800' s was  a tanner 

bootshop  on  the  place  in  1875 

whip  maker  in  tradition  of  leather 
making  Dowses  - his  grandfather  came 
to  Sherborn  in  1775. 

he  had  shoe  shop  on  property  (near 
street)^  2nd  largest  in  town,  appren- 
ticed to  Nat  Dowse  Gr  Rev 

i 

son  of  Ebenezer  that  came  from  Charles- 
town. Dining  room  and  kitchen  ell  are  j 
18th  c. , main  block  is  1840.  5th  genera-  j 
tion  of  Dowses  live  here.  Home  of  C.  H. 
Dowse  made  shoes, whips,  had  market 
garden  farm.  Whip  making  in  back  of  \ 

house,  shoe  shop  located  across  street 
burned  1?07  V/ell  preserved  Tir 
Rev  mam  block 

eldest  son  of  Nat  Dowse  at  100  No.Ma^ 
invo'ived  in  South  during  Reconstruction 
period  Grejkl  Revival 

son  of  Joseph  of  100  No.  Main,  made  whips j 
Whip  shop  to  south  of  house  > 


112  Charles  Dort  Dowse 

Plain  Cemetery 

Coolidge  Street 
1 Andrew  Jackson  Church 


1859  he  also  built  59  No.  Main  St. 

hybrid  of  Italisaate  GothicReviv. 

1792  founded  by  Friendly  Society,  local  club 


1851  invented  very  successful  carriage  wheel 
jack  Greek  Rev 


3. 


1 

13 


Joseph  Dowse  III 

Lake  Street 

Charles  Arthur  Dowse  Sr. 
House 


1846  also  a whip  maker,  public  service  career 
Greek  Revival 

1907  son  of  C.  H.  Dowse  of  100  No.  Main  St. 


William  Chamberlain  Dov;se  1856 
House 

Butler  Street 


Aaron  Dowse , editor 
Grocer"  lived  here 

Greek  Revival 


of  "The  New  England 


made  carriage  wheels, 
his  wheelwright  shop. 


present  ell  once 


5 


Jeremiah  Butler  House 


1818 
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55,55a 

#15 

V/illiam  Chamberlain  Dowse  House 

54 ,54a 

#20 

Old  Railroad  Station 

55, 55a, 55b 

#25 

Alpheus  Clark’s  Store 

56 , 56a 

#^7 

Timothy  Collins  House 

57,57a 

#157 

John  Green  House 

58,58a 

LINDEN  LANE 

#5 

Martha  Austin  House 

59,59a 

MAPLE  STREET 

#12 

Rev.  Sa«.  Locke's  School  Dormitory 

60 , 60a 

#16 

John  Fleming  House 

61,61a 

#18 

Thomas  Fleming  House 

62,62a 

#51- 

Grout  Barn 

65,65a 

# 

American  Legion  Hall 

64.64a 

#57 

Chubbuck  House 

65,65a 

#59 

Hendrick  Holden  House 

66 , 66a 

#58 

John  Fleming  House 

67,67a 

#80 

George  Coolidge  House 

68 ,68a 

#90 

Samuel  Clark, Jr.  House 
("The  Buttonballs" ) 

69,69a 

#95 

Clark-Northrup  House 

70, 70a, 70b 

#97 

Emerline  Sanger  House 

71,71a 

#119 

Stillman  Ramsdell  House 

72,72a 

#140 

Leland-Carter  House 

75,75a 

MAPLE  STREET,  cont 


Brick-Gushing  House 
?ji'192  John  Whitney  House 


MILL  STREET 

Hopestill  Farm-Leland  House 


NASON  HILL  ROAD 

^11  Stannox  Farm 

#56  Jonas  Fisk  House  -"Red  Gate  Farm" 


NORTH  MAIN  STREET 

#1  Dr.  Oliver  Everett  House 

#2  Deborah  Perry  Dowse  Coolidge  House 

#5/5  Mrs.  S.E. Sanford 

#^  Dowse  Memorial  Building 

#7  undetermined 

#9  The  Onion  House 

#15  Amos  Bigelow  House 

#66  George  H.  Clark  House 


#17  Bickford's  Straw  Hat  Factory 

("Unity  Hall") 

#24  Andrew  Bullard  House 

#27  Justin  Bullard  House 

#50  Dowse-Mann  House 

#52/54  Ben  Bullard  House 

#55  Bullard  House 

#56  'Charles  Rockwood  House 

#41  Whitney-Paul  House , the  Paul  Tavern 


#44 

#46 

#47/49 

#51 

#53/55 

#5^ 

#58 

#59 

#60 

#61 

#85 

#84 

#86 

#91 

#93 

#100 


Jonathan  Holbrook  House 
Dr.  Tapley  Wyeth  House 
Bigelow  Cider  Mill 
Capt.  Henry  Partridge 
Stone  House 
Amasa  Green  House 
Malachai  Babcock  House 
Charles  Dort  Dowse  House 
Plain  School 
Lemuel  Leland  House 
Moses  Perry  House 
Deacon  Oliver  Fisk  House 
Sparhawk  House 
Benjamin  Dowse  House 
Lowell  Coolidge  House 
Joseph  Dowse  Sr.  House 


#102  Nathaniel  Henry  Dowse  House 

#106  Joseph  Dowse  House 

#112  Charles  Dort  Dowse  House 

#115  Perry  Dowse  House 

#125  Amory  Babcock 

#127  Samuel  Sanger  House 


74,74a,74b,7^c 

75.75a 


76, 76a, 76b 


77, 77a, 77b 
78,78a 


79, 79a, 79b 
80 ,80a ,80b 
81,81a 
82,82a ,82b, 

82c, 82d 
85,85a 
84, 84a, 84b 
85,85a 

86 , 86a , 86b , 86c , 
86d , 86e , 86f , 86g , 
86h 

87. 87a. 87b 

88 ,88a 
89,89a 
90,90a 
91,91a 
92, 92a, 92b 
93, 95a, 93b 
94, 94a, 94b, 94c, 
94d ,94e 

95, 95a, 95b, 95c 
96 ,96a ,96b 
97.97a 
98,98a 
99,99a 

100, 100a, 100b 
101,101a 
102,102a 
105, 105a, 105b 
104,104a 

105,105a 

106,106a 

107,107a 

108,108a 

109,109a ,109b 

110, 110a. 110b, 
110c, llOd 
111, 111a, 111b 
112, 112a, 112b 

113,115a 

114,114a 

115, 115a, 115b 

116,116a 


PLEASANT  STREET 


Joseph  Twitchell  House 

117,117a 

#46 

William  (Bill  Gun)  Leland  House 

118,118a 

PROSPECT  STREET 

#20 

Tucker  Tavern 

119, 119a, 119b, 
119c, 119d, 
119e,119f 

Shedd-Stratton  House 

120,120a 

#56 

Amanda  -^avis  House 

121,121a 

#127 

Rev,  Howard  N.  Brown  House 

122,122a 

SANGER  STREET 

#1 

Sherborn  Town  Hall 

125, 125a, 125b, 
125c, 125d 

SNOW  STREET 

#2 

Leland  Coolidge  House 

124,124a ,124b 

SOUTH  STREET 

#25 

Henry  M.  Channing  House 

125, 125a, 125b 

SOUTH  WAIN  STREET 

#5 

James  Salisbury  ? House 

126,126a 

#25 

Pilgrim  Church 

127, 127a, 127b, 
127c,127d,127e 

#27 

Bowen  Adams  House 

128.128a 

#51 

Leland-Hawes  House 

129,129a 

#55 

St.  Theresa’s  Church 

150; 150a 

#59 

Horatio  Coolidge  House 

151,151a 

#44 

J. William  Coombs  House 

152,152a 

#67 

Ezra  Holbrook  House 

155,155a 

#91 

Thomas  Holbrook  House 

154,154a 

#96 

John  Ware  House 

155,155a 

#100 

Sewall-Ware  House 

156, 156a, 156c, 

156d 

#309 

ell  of  Ware  Tavern 

157,157a 

#115 

Ware  Tavern 

158, 158a, 158b 

#157 

Charles  Holbrook  House 

159,159a 

#141 

Larkin-Campbell  House 

James  Holbrook’s  Blacksmith  Shop? 

140,140a 

#156 

141 ,141a 

#165 

Webster  Daniels  House 

142,142a 

#220 

Joshua  Leland  House 

145,145a 

#258 

Henry  Death  House 

144, 144a, 144b, 
144c ,144d 

SPARHAWK  ROAD 

#5 

H.G. Vaughn  House 

145, 145a, 145b, 
145c , 145d , 145© 

WASHINGTON  STREET 

#5 

George  Fleming  House 

146, 146a, 146b, 
146c 

#8 

Col,  Calvin  Sanger  House 

147, 147a, 147b, 
147c 

#11 

First  Parish  Church 

148, 148a, 148b, 
148c ,148d,148e 
148f ,148g,148h 

WASHINGTON  STREET,  cont. 


#12 

Col.  Sanger's  Store 

#21 

Center  School 

#22 

Flagg  House 

if27 

Bickford-Blanchard  House 

Grout  Farm 

#60 

Richard  Sanger  III  House 

#70 

Asa  Sanger  House 

#102 

Jonas  Greenwood  Sr.  House 

#110 

Jonas  Greenwood  Jr.  House 

f2y^ 

Asa  Lenox  House 

149,149a 

190, 150a, 150b,  (T 
150c, 150d 
151, 151a, 151b 
152,152a 
155, 155a, 155b 
15^, 154a, 154b, 

15^c 

155, 155a, 155b 
156,156a 
157,157a 
158,158a 


WESTERN  AVENUE 


#21 

undetermined 

#46 

Leslie  Philbrook  House 

#65 

Morton-VanWeiran  House 

#115 

Thomas  Morse  House 

#127 

E.S. Hutchins  ? House 

#157 

Eleazer  Goulding  House 

#1^7 

Joseph  Cleale  House 

#190 

Joseph  Crackbone  House 

#255 

Micah  Leland  House 

#266 

Morse-Tay-Leland-Hawes  House 

#520 

Ebenezer  Leland  House 

WHITNEY  STREET 

#50 

Whitney  Station 

#68 

'a  Whitney  House 

159,159a 

160, 160a, 160b 

161,161a 

162,162a 

163,165a 

164 ,164a 

165,165a 

166,166a 

167,167a 

168,168a ,168b 

169,169a 


r 

170,170a 

171,171a 


WOODLAND  STREET 


#104 

#1^ 

ZIONS  LANE 

#5 

#8 


"Woodland  Farm"  or  the  Leland  House 
William  Hodge  House 


laundry  ell  of  Col.  Sanger  House 
David  Daniels  House 


172, 172a, 172b 
172c 

175,173a 


174,174a 

175,175a 


{ 


FORM  B - BUILDING 


MASSACHUSETTS  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 
294  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Area 

Form  no. 

/ 

Sherbom 


ss  52  Brush  Hill  Road 


viric  Name Bui  Ipn-SfaattOn-Cozzen — 

- Hous© 

Original  


- Present 


Residence 


ship : E3  Private  individual 
Private  organization_ 
Fletcher  Chamberlin 


Public 


^-riPriginal  owner  Ephraim  Bullen 


IPTION: 


location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features,  . 
Indicate  north.  | 

I 

“ ■ ~ J 


Date  c/  1680  enlarged  c.1760  modified  c.1840 


Source  Morse's  History  of  Sherbom  & 

Hoiiiston 


Style  (:;eoraian  with  Greek  revival  and 

colonial  revival  elements 

Architect 


Exterior  wall  fabric  clapboard-asbestos 


shingle  roof 
Outbuildings  guest  cottaae 


Major  alterations  (with  dates)  house  enlarged 
c.  1760;  Greek  revival  entrance  added  c.  1840 
Colonial  rev.  porch  dates  to  c.*  1910 


Moved 


• Date 


Approx,  acreage  2.4  acres 


Recorded  by  Edward  W.  Gordon 

0r<7anization  Sherbom  Historical  Comm, 


Setting  situated  on  hicrh  land  overlooking 
rolling  meadows  & vcooded  hills.  Faces  South 
Surroundings  retain  pre  20th  century  rural 


Date 


August  1981 


charm. 


(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


5kusK  Hill  Ro( . 


**modif ications  of  52  and  60  Brush  Hill  Rd,  Both  52  and  60  Brush  Hill  Rd.  dis- 
play heavy  Greek  Revival  entablatures  above  the  front  door. ) A Colonial  Reviv- 
al porch  projects  from  the  east  wall  at  52  Brush  Hill  Rd. 

* 

ARCHITECTURAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  and 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community) 

Mark  O'Brien's  recent  structural  analysis  of  this  house  suggests  that  the 
nucleus  dates  to  1680.  Originally  a small  saltbox,  this  house  has  been  great- 
ly enlarged.  A room  to  the  rear  of  its  eastern  portion  has  a slanted  ceiling 
and  thick  walls  which  are  insulated  with  birch  bark.  Thw  western  portion  of  the 
house  probably  dates  to  the  Stratton  ownership  during  the  mid  18th  c.  Dramatic- 
ally contrasting  with  the  scale  of  the  narrow  10/6  sash  windows  is  a heavy  c.l84 
Greek  Revival  entrance.  Its  front  door  is  flanked  by  narrow  multi-pane  side- 
lights. The  entrance's  Doric  pilasters  exhibit  a variation  on  the  Greek  Key 
motif  similar  to  that  of  the  Oliver  Everett  house  at  1 No.  Main  St.  (Capt.  Bowen 
Adams  built  Everett's  house  and  may  be  responsible  also  for  the  mid  19th  c.  **1' 
HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  ov^oiers  played  in  local  or  state  history  ^ 


and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 

Deacon  Samuel  Bullen,  an  early  settler  and  proprietor  of  Dedham,  married 
Mary  Morse  (daughter  of  Samuel)  in  1641.  Like  Moses  Adams  in  the  Sewell-Ware 
house  at  100  So.  Main  St.,  Deacon  Bullen  was  a tenant  on  Capt.  Hull's  farm.  He 
probably  lived  at  either  60  or  70  Washington  St.  both  of  which  were  included  in 
Richard  Sanger  Srd's  purchase  of  half  the  Hull  property  in  1734,  In  any  case, 
Samuel  Bullen  was  assigned  land  west  of  the  common  and  Morse  says  he  "probably 
built  opposite  Brush  Hill  Road  before  returning  to  Medfield." 

Ephraim  Bullen,  5th  child  of  Deacon  Samuel  and  Mary  Bullen,  was  born  in 
1653  at  Medfield,  He  married  in  1680  and  settled  in  Sherborn  "opposite  the  E. 
end  of  Brush  Hill  Road,"  Brush  Hill  Road  at  that  time  went  eastward  from  Westerr 
Avenue  only  as  far  as  the  site  of  Sawin's  saw  mill  at  60  Brush  Hill  Rd.  so  that 
places  52  opposite  the  E.  end. 


Ephraim's  granddaughter,  Mary  (seventh  child  of  Ephraim  Jr.  and  Ruth  Morse 
Bullen),  inherited  the  Brush  Hill  property.  She  married  Col,  Nathan  Stratton 
in  1760  and  their  first  child  was  born  May  1,  1761.  The  main  block  of  52  Brush 
Hill  Rd.  probably  assumed  its  present  form  c,  1760.  Morse  refers  to  Mary  Bullen 
Stratton  as  "the  last  witch  in  Sherborn  accused  of  miraculous  powers  derived 
from  Satan."  Nathan  Stratton  died  Feb.  7,  1805  and  Mary  lived  until  Apr. 24, 1810. 

By  the  mid  19th  century  Isaac  Cozzens  owned  this  house,  (His  name  appears 

this  property's  owner.  He  was  an  undertaker  who  came  to  Sherborn  only  in  the 
summers . 


BIBLIOGRAPm'  and/or  REFERENCES  NOTE:  THIS  IS  BELIEVED  TO  BE  THE  ONLY  BUILDING  IN 

SHERBORN  WITH  A 'BEVERLY  JOG'. 


Maps  of  1788,  1857,  1875,1889 
Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s File 
Susan  Ware's  Genealogical  work,  1981 
Morse's  History  of  Sherborn  and  Holliston, 
Anne  C.  "Shaughnessy ' s A ‘Guide  to  Sherborn" 


1856 


Interview  with  Edith  V,  Philbrook  and  Florence  M. CPhilbrook)  Wentworth 

20M-2/80 


FORM  B - BUILDING 


Area 

Form  no. 

2- 

Sherborn 


ess  60  Brush  Hill  Road 

oric  Name  Sawin-Bullen-Bullard  House 

Original-  - residence 

Present residence 

rship : El  Private  individual 

Private  organization  Stephen 
and  Catherine  Petty 

Pub  1 i c 

Original  owner  possibly  Thomas  Sawln 


Draw  map  showing  property's 
location. in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features. 

Indicate  north. 

»'  / 

■ / 


mij  Date June  " July  1981 


DESCRIPTION:  * , _ 

Date  c,  1680  1712  . 

Source  Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s file 

Style  saltbox,  Greek  Revival  entrance 

treatments 

Architect 

Exterior  wall  fabric  clapboard 

Outbuildings  3 outbuildings  

Major  alterations  C^ith  dates).  Greek  Re- 
vival entrance  enframements  added 
c.  1840/.  ' 

Moved Date 

« Approx.  acreage___3jf^_0O 

Setting  situated  on  well  maintained 

*lotSy  surrounded  by  fields  and  woode , 
adjacent  to  Course  Brook 


(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


W)  Brasil  HiH  Rj, 


1 


c$Ct^ 


f 


ri 

ARCHITECTURAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  and  . 

evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community)  ' 

While  several  Sherhorn  Salt  Boxes  have  had  their  lean’-'to's  encased  in 
later  additions  (e,g.  52  Brush  Hill  Rd.),  this  house  retains  its  distinc- 
tive profile  and  overall  integrity  of  form.  Possessing  a center  hall  plan 
it  retains  narrow,  simply  enframed  windows  and  a massive  center  chimney 
characteristic  of  First  Period  houses.  A rather  startling  modification  in 
terms  of  scale  when  compared  with  the  narrow  windows  is  the  heavy  c.  1840 
Qreek  Re"iival  entrance.  (Similar  to  52  Brush  Hill's  entrance  but  lacks 
its  Greek  key  motif  on  its  pilasters.)  Several  outbuildings  constructed 
of  stone,  brick  and  wood  are  of  interest  on  this  property. 

HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  o\^Tle^s  played  in  local  or  state  history 

and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community)  ^ 

This  venerable  salt  box  may  have  been  built  by  Thomas  Sawin  (hence  an 
early  date  of  1680) . Morse  notes  that  "Sawin  was  a millwright,  settled  on 
Chestnut  Brook  Cnow  Course  Brook)  where  he  had  24  acres  assigned  to  him. 

He  built  his  first  mill  in  1679."  He  provided  wood  for  the  first  First 
Parish  Church  building.  His  first  child  was  born  in  Sherborn  in  1686  and 
he  later  moved  to  South  Natick. 

On  the  other  hand  the  Bullen  family  who  settled  on  this  property  in 
the  early  1700' s may  have  erected  this  dwelling. 

By  the  early  1800 's  (Jalem  Bullard,  a stone  mason,  lived  here.  He 
was  widely  known  for  erecting  the  "W  Stone".  In  May  1822  he  decided  to 
remove  the  decaying  remains  of  the  so  called  W tree.  This  large  black 
oak  tree  had  a W carved  upon  it  and  was  a landmark  on  the  nearby  Sherborn- 
Framingham  town  line.  The  W may  stand  for  the  17th  c.  Wayte  Land  Grant. 
Bullard  hauled  a 7 foot  granite  stone  from  his  property,  cut  a large  W with 
a date  of  May  29,  1822,  and  set  it  upon  the  boundary  line.  (He  also  added 
his  name.)  The  W Stone's  dedication  party  ended  in  a drunken  melee,  greatly 
strengthening  Sherborn 's  nascent  Temperance  Movement. 

f NOTE*.  Galem  Bullard  v/as  a farmer  and  dealer  in  -morlfgagee* 

\ In  1852  his  fcjtune  was  listed  in  the  Rich  Men  of  MassachlLSettg 
’ V as450,000.  It  was  said  of  him"  that  there  is  one  thing  which  he 
^esteems  less  than  money  to  v/it,  fine  dress.  He  is  one. of  the 
few  immortal  names,  that  was  bom  to  mind  his  own  business. 

During  the  late  19th  c.  an  A.B.Fay  lived  in  this  house* 

BIBLIOGBAPm'  and/or  REFERENCE^^PS  of  1788,1857,1875,1889. 


Margaret  Dowse  Bunt  in's  File. 

Anne  C.  Shaughnessj^s  A Guide  To  Sherborm  and 

The  History  of  Bberhom 

Maps  of  1788, 1875, i889 

The  Rich  Men  of  Mapcianhusette-1852 


20M-2/80 


(stb  Bru^lA  Hill 


The  W Stone 

Erected  by  Galem  Billiard  in.  1822 
Eormerly  in  _ Sher]aeni,it  is  located  on 
laird  given  to  Framingham  in  1924.(across 

from  Irving  Street -Leland  Street  intersection). 
Photoglyph  of  undetermined  date  courtesy  of 
The  Sherbom  Historical  Society, 


1 


FORM  3 - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

on  qr-poet.,  Boston,  NIA  02108 


Area 

Form  no. 

> 

Sherborn 


rsss  26  Bullard  Street 


toric  Name  Janes  Hill  HouSL 
: Original  Residence ' 


Present  Residence- N.  Harrington 


ership ; Private  individual 
Private  organization 


Miriam  L Bliss 


Public 


Original  owner  James  Hill 


o 1 un  .’LAJ- 

Draw  map  showing  property's 
location  in  relation  to  nearest 


DESCRIPTION 


Aoorox.  acreage  8 I.  75 


Recorded  by  Edward  W.  Gordon 

Organization  Sherborn  Historical  Comm, 
June  - July  1981 


^ ^ J g Located Ln th^  rrijjig  o-f 

South  Central  Sherborn' s open 
f arml ands « 


.’Staole  additional  she' 


BullarcL 


: TECTUPAL  S I G.K  I F I C.-j\ CE 
evaluate  in  tem.s  cf 


(describe  irirortan 
other  buildings  wit 


architectural  features  and 
in  community) 


Built  c.  1760,  this  center  chimney  farmhouse  was  enlarged  in  cl835. 
At  that  time  a handsome  Greek  Revival  entrance  was  added  to  its  five  bay 
main  facade.  Of  a rectangular  plan,  it  rises  2 i stories  to  a gable  roof. 
It  presently  serves  as  a caretaker's  house — the  main  house  on  the  estate, 
a 20th  century  colonial  Revival,  is  located  to  the  east  of  this  dwelling. 


HISTOPJCAL  SIGKIFICAN'CE  (eocplsin  the  role  ouners  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  vthe  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 

The  first  owners  of  this  house  v;ere  James  and  Grace  Jones  Hill.  They  were 
married  in  1758  and  their  son  Samuel,  v/as  born  in  June,  1763.  He  married 
Mary  Partridge  in  1791  and  inherited  the  old  homestead. By  the  1830s  Samuel's 
son  Charles  (born  Sept,  1796)  owned  the  property.  In  the  1880s  a family 
named  Richards  owned  the  property.  The  Richards  children,  Augustin  and 
Isther,  attended  the  South  School  and  Sawin  Academy.  He  was  a law  partner  of 
the  American  statesman  and  jurist  Charles  Evans  Hughs  and  she  became  a 
psychiatrist  at  John^opkins  in  Baltimore.  This  house  is  situated  in  the  first 
IJjbrea  of  17th  c.  settlement  and  is  in  an  area  knov/n  by  the  Indian  name  of 
Boggestow . 


I 


^ EIBLIOGR-APhn-'  and/or  REFERENCES 

J 'argaret  Dowse  Buntin's  research 
Morse's  History  of  Sherborn 

Anne  C.  Shaughnessy ' s A Guide  to  Sherborn 

m 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


MASSACHUSETTS  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 
294  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Sherborn 


ess  63  Bullard  Street 


oric  Name  Alpheus  Ware  or  The  Mary 

Lizzie  Ware  House 
Original  residence  


Present  residence 


rship : Cxi  Private  indi'/idual 

Private  organization  Dr,  John 
Constable 


Pub  lie 


Original  otvner  Alpheus  Ware 


Draw  map  showing  properzy  ^ 
location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features. 

Indicate  north. 


CRIPTIQN: 
Date  1800 


1 


N 


Source  Morse  ^ s History  of  Sherbr^n 

...  n 

otyle  Federal 


Architect 


Exterior  wall  fabric  clapboard 
Outbuildings barn 


Major  alterations  (with  dates)  greatly 
remodelled  by  a Mr.  Cunningham  in  192( 


Wing  added  to  rear  of  main  block 
Moved  Date 


Approx,  acreage  \ 2,5.00 


Recorded  by  Edward  W.  Gordon 


:rgani: 


- Sherborn  Historical  Comm. 
June  - July  1981 


Setting  situated  in  the  heart  of  a 
large  estate  - set  far  back  from 


Bullard  St,  on  wooded  land  which* 


slopes  dpwn  to  Charles  River, 

3,dcition^l  h^rsj 


7 


'Su.lU'ri 


The  Alpheus  Ware  House  is  one  of  Sherborn ' s "hidden  houses"  - it  is 
set  back  a considerable  distance  from  Bullard  St.  on  land  which  slopes  down 
'to  the  western  banks  of  the  Charles  River.  It  is  composed  of  a two  story 
main  block  (hip  roof)  and  rear  wing.  Its  5 bay  main  facade  features  a hand- 
some entrance  - its  front  door  is  enframed  by  Doric  pilasters,  entablature 
and  dentillated  cornice.  Its  front  rooms  possess  fine  Federal  mantles  and 
panelling.  Its  rear  wing  dates  to  the  1920' s. 

HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (eaplairi  the  role  o^Tiers  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  comTiiunity) 

This  house  is  located  on  the  eastern  part  of  the  old  Breck  Farm  in  the 
heart  of  historic  southeast  Sherborn  - near  the  old  Bullard  Fort  site  and 
first  area  of  English  settlement.  In  the  l»Zth  c.  southeast  Sherborn  and 
parts  of  Medfield  were  known  as  Boggestow.  By  the  1800,  the  year  this  house 
"•»as  built,  this  area  contained  several  large  farms  (e.g,  the  Hill  farm  to 
_he  northwest).  Its  first  owners,  Alpheus  and  Polly  Sanger  Ware  (daughter 
of  Asa  Sanger  and  1st  cousin  of  Col.  Calvin  Sanger)  were  married  in  1798. 
ll^rheir  fourth  child,  John  (born  1805)  inherited  this  property.  His  daughter 
Mary  Lizzie  Ware,  born  1840,  never  married  and  lived  here  until  her  death 
C,  1920.  This  house  was  greatly  remodelled  by  a Mr.  Cunningham  after  Mary 
Lizzie's  death. 


( 


EIELIOGRAPHV  and/o-  REFERE.N'CES 

Margaret  Dowse  Buntin’ s research 


Morse's  History'  of'  Sherborn  (1856) 

Anne  C.  Shaughnessy  - A Guide  to  Sherborn 
Maps  of  1788,' 1875  and  1889 

Ware  Geneology-  Miss  Emma  Forbes  Ware  (1901) 


20M-2/80 


FORM  B - BUILDING 


Area 

Form  no. 

5" 

Sherborn 


^^f‘ess  3 Butler  Street 

^v^.oric  Name  Jeremiah  Butler  House 


residence 


residence 


^rship:  13  Private  individualj^^^^^^  ^ 
Private  organization  Kenneth 
W.  VanBlarcom 


Public 


Original  owner  Jeremiah  Butler 


SKETCH  MAP 

Draw  map  showing  property's 
location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features. 

Indicate  north. 


1 


Organization  Sherborn  Historical  Comm. 
Date June  - July  1981 


DESCRIPTION: 
Date  1818 


Source  Mary  F^ATI  t?on 


Style  Federal 


Architect 


Exterior  wall  fabric  clapboard 
Outbuildings  shed  and  garage 


Major  alterations  (with  dates)  wheel- 

wright  shop  "ell"  added  in  the  1840' 

' 

Moved 

Date 

Approx,  acreage  l.OO 

Setting  well  maintained. 

tree  shaded 

lot.  Highway  Dept,  is 

located  next 

door  to  east. 

• 

(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


3 MU  a-. 


ARCHITECTURAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  and 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community) 


4T 


This  Federal  style  residence  is  currently  undergoing  expert  restora- 
tion. A covered  porch  has  recently  been  removed  from  the  center  of 
the  5-bay  main  facade  to  reveal  handsome  entrance.  Its  front  door  is 
flanked  by  multipane  sidelight  and  pilasters  with  recessed  rectangular 
panels.  The  house's  construction  date  - 1818  - appears  in  the  center 
of  the  entrance's  entablature.  Its  6/6  windows  are  simply  enframed. 

This  house  is  surmounted  by  a hip  roof.  To  the  rear  of  the  2 story 
main  block  is  a 1 story  ell.  Its  interior  retains  19th  c.  paneling,  * 
HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  ov.ners  played  in  local  or  state  history 

and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 

See  attached  sheet  for  history. 

Note;  Mary  F.  Allison  died  in  1978.  This  house  is  presently 
owned  by  Kenneth  W.  VanBlarcom. 


* wainscoting,  fireplaces,  hardware  etc.  Of  particular  interest  is 
the  stairway  ceiling's  c,  1820' s Masonic  emblem  which  is  painted  black 
and  gold  and  displays  the  letters  of  a "secret  code". 


BIBLIOGR.APHY  and/or  REFERENCES 

Reminiscences  of  Mrs,  Robert  Ware  Allison 
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BiJTLCT  HOUSE  - (1818) 


The  Butler  house,  on  Butler  Street,  was  built  in  1818  by  Jereaiah  Butler, 

It  has  been  occupied  by  Jereoioh  Butler’s  descendants  for  over  five  generations, 

Jeremiah  was  bom  in  Hopkinton,  l-aasanhu setts,  in  1709*  Be  was  a vfheelvrright , 

It  was  while  he  was  working  as  a journeyman  that  he  first  came  to  Sherbom  and  was 
so  pleased  with  the  town  that  he  made  it  his  home.  Ho  worked  his  trade  but  also  had 
much  to  do  in-  making  wills,  settling  of  estates  and  served  on  various  town  committees. 
He  was  known  as  "Squire  Butler".  He  often  held  Court  in  his  dining  room  where  he 
could  close  the  vocden  shutters  when  court  was  being  held. 

He  was  much  interested  in  history  and  natural  scenery.  Ho  had  a telescope 

and  set  up  a post  on  Brush  Hill  to  supjxjrt  it  and  he  would  take  his  guests  up  Brush 

Kill  and  show  them  all  the  landmarks  within  twenty  miles.  While  a ^'Oung  man  he  heard 
of  an  instrument  at  ;;arvard  College  called  a "thermometer"  that  measured  heat.  When 
he  had  a home  of  his  own,  he  bought  one  of  those  new  instruments  and  people  from  all 
around  used  to  come  to  look  at  this  curiosity. 

The  house  has  had  an  ell  added  to  it.  This  ell  is  the  old  wheelwright  shop 

that  was  moved  across  the  grounds  and  just  added  to  the  back  of  the  house.  In 

Jeremiah's  day  the  house  that  now  stands  at  the  comer  of  Butler  and  Eliot  Streett^& 
was  a carriage  ahop,  Jeremiah  made  the  wheels  for  the  carrieges  ri^t  down  the 
street. 

In  front  of  the  house  are  stone  posts  connected  with  iron  chains.  In  the 
center  of  the  posts  Jeremiah  placed  a lovely  gate  made  of  iron  rods_with  iron 
chains  connecting  the  rods.  On  the  top  of  six  of  the  posts  is  an  initial  which 
Jeremiah  carved, . .B-D-T-L-S-R. 

V^hen  Jeremiah  Butler  made  his  will  he  had  only  two  daughters  surviving.  Miss 
Rowena  Butler  and  Mrs,  Vorestus  ^aro.  The  will  states  that  the  house  was  to  he 
equally  shared  by  the  two  women,  Rowena  Butler  was  to  have  the  large  ground  floor 
room  on  the  east  side  of  the  house,  and  the  two  chambers  above  it,  and  ?irs,  ^are 
was  to  have  the  large  ground  floor  room  on  the  west  side  of  the  house  and  the  two 
chambers  above  it,  Mrs,  Ware's  da-aghter,  Emily  Blanchard  Wjire,  bv  then  Mrs,  J, 

Francis  Mlison  came  to  live  in  the  house  with  her  husband  and  three  children, 
Theodore,  Margaret  and  Robert,  So  it  has  always  beai  in  the  family. 


Mary  F,  Allison 

(Mrs.  Robert  Ware  Allison) 
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Jeremiah  butler  House  photograph  courtesy  of  the  Sherborn 
Historical  Commission 
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Jeremiah  Butler  House 
photograph  of  undetermined 
<^ate  courtesy  of  the  Sherborn 
Historical  Society 
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1 Coolidge  Street 


2 Name  T^drew  Jackson  Church  House 


: S3  Private  individual 
Private  organization 

ypnnpj-h  n Scot-i: 

Pub  1 i c 

Original  owner  Andrew  Jackson  Church 


Area 

Form  no. 

SKETCH  MAP 

Draw  map  showing  property’s 
location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features. 

_ Indicate  north. 


Organi..ation  Histori-cal  ComroieBion 


July,  iqfil 


DESCRIPTION: 

Date  1851 

Source  Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s research 

Style  Greek  Revival 

Architect 

Exterior  wall  fabric  clapboards 

Outbuildings  

Major  alterations  (with  dates)  south 

wing  added  in  1960 *s 

Moved Date 

Approx,  acreage 

Setting  part  of  a cluster  of  Greek  Rf^vival 
houses  located  at  the  intersection  of  North 
Main  Street  and  Coolidge  Street  known  as 
Dowse ' s Corner 


(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


1 


Coo(/cl^c 


(o<i 


ARCHITECTURAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  and 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community) 


This  residence  is  one  of  six  Greek  Revival  houses  situated  around  or  near  Dowse ' s 
Corner.  Its  main  block,  with  its  3 bay  main  facade,  Doric  cornerboards , and  fascia  boards, 
is  unmistakably  Greek  Revival.  Narrow  round  arch  attic  windows  strike  an  Italianate 
note.  Originally  its  front  door  probably  displayed  narrow  multi-pane  sidelights  and 
a rectangular  transom.  Its  windows  are  simply  enframed.  The  main  block's  2 story  } 

south  wing  was  added  in  the  1960's.  . \ 


HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  ov^ners  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 

This  house  has  historical  associations  with  Andrew  Jackson  Church,  who  invented  a 
very  successful  carriage  wheel  jack.  "Jack"  Church  bought  the  land  from  Ben  Dowse,  who 
lived  at  91  North  Main  Street  and  built  this  house  in  1851.  Jack  Church,  and  later  his 
son  Waldo,  worked  at  Dowse 's  Shoe  Factory,  where  Jack  was  supervisor  of  the  stitching 
room.  Jack's  children  Waldo  and  Charlie  lived  here  until  their  deaths  (Charlie  in 
the  1920 's  and  Waldo  in  the  1930 's)  ^ 

•..This  house  reflects  the  prosperity  of  Sherhorn  and  Dowses 
Corner  in  particular  during  the  mid— 19th  c.From  the  late  ^ 

l&thc.  to  Dust  after  the  Civil  War  .the  makers  of  whips, 
shoes,tools, coffins, cider, etc.  flourished  in  this  neighborhood.  V 


BIBLIOGR-APm'  and/or  REFERENCES 

Maps  of  1788,1857,1875,1889. 

Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s research 
Anne  C.  Shaugnessy-A  Guide  to  Sherborn 

Sherbom  Past  and  present  1674-1924. 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


NL^SSACHUSETTS  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 
294  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Area 

Form  no. 

7 

Sherborn 

3 Coolidge  Street 


brie  Name  Joseph  Dowse  III  House 


bri  ginal  residence 


ship : C2  Private  individual 

Private  organization  Seymour 
Carter 


Present 


residence 


Public 


IPTION: 
Date  1846 


Original  owner  Joseph  Dowse  III 


I 


/J 


location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features. 

Indicate  north. 


Recorded  by  Edward  W.  Gordon 
Organization  Sherborn  Historical  Comm. 


Source  Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s file 
Style  Greek  Revival 

Architect 

Exterior  wall  fabric  cedar  shingles 


Outbuildings  barn 


painted  white 


Major  alterations  (with  dates)  Colonial 
Revival  porch  added  in  the  early 
20th  century 

Moved I Date 

Approx,  acreage  4.00  acres 

Setting  one  of  six  Greek  Revival 
dwellings  situated  around  and  near 


' " Date 


July  1981 


Dowse 's  Corner 


( 


(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


3>  Cbo(ic^e  ^ 


f 

V ; 

ARCHITECTURAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  and 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community) 

This  house's  plan  represents  a departure  from  the  typical  Dowse ' s 
Corner  Greek  Revival  house.  Its  front  door  is  located  on  a side  wall 
rather  than  on  a 3 bay  gable  end  wall.  Its  gable  wall  is  wider  than 
those  of  its  neighbors.  Crowned  by  a fully  enframed  attic,  a Colonial 
Revival  porch  wraps  around  its  northeast  corner  (added  c.  1900) . This 
house  is  one  of  eight  Dowse  family  houses  built  between  1783  and  1907 
in  the  vicinity  of  Dowse 's  Corner. 


HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  ovsners  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 


This  house  was  built  in  1846  for  Joseph  Dowse  III  and  Elizabeth 
Bullard  whom  he  married  on  Nov.  11,  1845.  Shaughnessy  says  that  it 
was  built  on  " f aitily-'Owned  land"  which  leads  to  the  deduction  that 
either  Joseph  Dowse  Sr,  bought  this  property  from  Nathaniel  Perry,  the 
brother  of  Moses  Perry  3rd,  or  that  Joseph  Dowse  Jr.  purchased  it 
from  Nathaniel  Perry,  the  son  of  Moses  Perry  3rd.  Nathaniel,  the  - 

brother,  was  born  in  1757,  married  and  moved  to  South  Carolina.  Nathan-1 
iel,  the  son,  was  born  in  1787,  married  in  1808,  and  according  to  his  i 
gravestone  in  the  Plain  Cemetery  "resided  in  Boston".  Either  one,  it 
seems,  would  have  been  willing  to  sell.  There  had  been  an  earlier  house 
on  this  site,  probably  inhabited  by  Perrys.  In  any  case,  Joseph  III 
and  Elizabeth  "took  rooms"  with  the  Widow  Rice  at  14  Coolidge  St. 
while  their  house  was  being  built. 

Like  his  father  and  grandfather,  Joseph  Dowse  III  was  a whip 
maker.  The  whip  business  was  at  its  height  in  Sherborn  during  the 
1850' s.  It  declined  with  the  passing  of  the  stage  coach  but  the  Dowses 
braided  whips  in  Sherborn  as  late  as  1876. 

Joseph  III  grew  up  in  his  father's  house  at  106  North  Main  St. 
and  lived  to  within  5 months  of  his  100th  birthday  (1822-1921) . 

Carl  I.  Drew  owned  this  house  in  the  mid  20th  century  and  in 
1973  "traded"  houses  with  Seymour  Carter  who  then  lived  in  his  father's 
homestead  at  168  Maple  Street. 

BIBLIOGR-\PH^'  and/or  REFERENCES 

Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s research 
Dowse  Genealogy 

Maps  of  1788,  1857,  1875  and  1889  i 

Anne  C.  Shaughnessy  - A Guide  to  Sherborn 

"Sherborn  Past  and  Present  1674-1924"  compiled  by  the  Sherborn  Historical 

Society 
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FORiM  B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 
294  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Sherborn 


ess  14  Coolidge  Street 
oric  Name  Tucker-Rice  House 


Original  residence 

Present  residence 


ship : E2  Private  individual 

Private  organization  Spiros 
Pantazi 


Public 


Original  owner  William  Tucker 


iucaLion  in  relaxioh  zo  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features. 

Indicate  north.  / 


IPTION: 

Date  rear  ell  before  1788,  main  block 

c.  1820 

Source  visual  and- interview  with 

owner 

S ty  1 e Federal  with  Greek  Revival  sur- 


face  treatments 


Architect 


Exterior  wall  fabric  clapboard 
Outbuildings garage 


Major  alterations  (with  dates) 


Moved 


Date 


Approx,  acreage  . 1 acre 


Recorded  by  Edward  W,  Gordon 


Setting  situated  on  a well  maintained 


Organization  Sherborn  Historical  Comm.  lot  on  the  northeast  side  of- Coolidge 

Street  . - • 


Date 


September  1981 


(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


N Coolidc^^ 

— > **The  Barrow’s  son,  Eci,  is  remembered  as  a "notorious  horse  thief". 

Rufus  Holbrook  bought  this  property  in  1865,  His  son  Herbert  ran  one 
of  the  first  automobile  repair  garages  in  Sherborn  and,  as  fire  chief,  supe^ 
vised  the  building  of  the  Town's  first  fire  engine.  The  last  Holbrook  diec^ 
here  in  the  1950' s.  v 

ARCHITECTURAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (describe* important  architectural  features  and 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community) 


A portion  of  this  house,  most  probably  the  rear  ell,  is  said  to  date 
to  before  1788.  Its  main  block,  with  its  highly  symmetrical  5 bay  facade 
probably  dates  to  c.  1800.  It  was  apparently  updated  in  the  1840 's  or  1850 's 
with  Greek  Revival  corner  and  fascia  boards.  Its  windows  display  6/6  sash. 

To  the  rear  of  the  main  block  is  a two  story  ell  and  a one  story  ell. 
Abutting  the  second  ell  is  a large  barn. 


HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  owners  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 


The  earliest  reference  to  this  house's  land  appears  in  a deed  of  1772  - 
in  that  year  a Mr,  Shepherd  sold  55  acres  on  the  east  side  of  Peter's  Hill 
to  a Mr.  Vose,  Coolidge  St.  is  referred  to  in  18th  c.  deeds  as  "the  low 
road  to  Framingham",  In  .1774  this  property  passed  to  a Mr.  Wheelock.  William 
Tucker  bought  it  in  1782.  The  Tucker  family  had  moved  from  Milton  to  Sherborn 
in  1780.  In  that  year  Tucker  built  a home/store/tavern  at  what  is  nO'.  20 
Prospect  St.  (off  Coolidge  St.  to  the  northwest) . Active  in  local  politics,  ^ 
he  was  a town  Clerk  and  .representative^n  1782  and  served  as  a selectman  in  ^ 
1787  and  1790,  His  son,  William,  apparently  built  the  first  dwelling  on  this 
property  - probably  in  1786,  the  year  he  married  Julia  Twitchell,  The  pre- 
sent house's  ell  may  incorporate  part  of  Tucker's  home 

A deed  of  5 April  1820  shows  that  Elisha  Rockwood,  executor  of  the 
will  of  William  Tucker  conveyed  "1  acre  and  a house"  to  Betsy  Rice,  Rowena 
Butler  and  other  local  historians  refer  to  her  as  "Widow  Rice" . The  present 
house's  main  block  was  undoubtedly  built  for  her  in  the  early  lfi20's  - it 
bears  certain  stylistic  similarities  to  the  Joseph  Dowse  Jr,  House  at  106 
North  Main  St.  (built  1819).  She  took  in  boarders  - primarily  "homeless 
girls".  She  took  in  Joseph  Dowse  III  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  while  their 
house,  3 Coolidge  St.  (1846)  was  being  built. 

In  1849  the  Widow  Rice's  daughter  Betsey  Littlefield  conveyed  this 
property  to  a Jonas  W.  Chapman. 


According  to  Anne  C.  Shaughnessy  an  A.  Barrows  and  family  lived  here 
during  the  1850' s,  P.  T.  Barnum  offered  them  a large  sum  of  money  to  travel 

with  him  billed  as  "The  Homeliest  Couple  in  America".  The  Barrows  declined,  **T 
BIBLIOGR-APm'- and/or  REFERENCES 


Mnr^aret  Dowse  Buntin' s research 
Maps  of  1857,  1875  and  1889 
Susan  Ware's  research 
Interview  with  Mrs,  Pantazi 

Deeds:  Dec. 23, 1782,  Bk.81,  p.450,  Apr. 5,1820 
p.94,  Apr. 11,1865,  Bk.946,  p.255 


Bk.  644,  p.191,  Dec. 26,1849  Bk.5*’ 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


MASSACHUSETTS  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 
294  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Area 


Form  no. 


9 


Sherhorn 

29  Coolidge  Street 


ric  Name  Aaron  Stratton  House 


Original residence 

Present  residence 


ship : S3  Private  individual 

Private  organization  Lisa  B. 
and  Dennis  B,  Isabelle 


IPTION: 


Public 


Original  owner  Aaron  Stratton 


location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features. 

Indicate  north. 


Date 


•1850-1855 


Source  deduced  from  maps 


Organization  Sherborn  Historical  Comm. 
Date  August  1981 


Style  19th  c.  frame  vernacular 

.ArchitectJ ^ 

Exterior  wall  fabric  shingle 

Outbuildings barn 


Major  alterations  (with  dates)  early 
20th  c.  rear  addition 


Moved Date 

|i 

Approx,  acreage  2,00  acres 

Setting  located  near  railroad  tracks / | 

south  of  Peter's  Hill,  situated  close | 
— . ^ 

to  road 


(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


CootiJiCj^  St 


7^ 


**of  the  house  is  an  early  20th  c.  addition. 

i iP^ 

ARCHITECTUR.A.L  SIGNIFIC.ANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  and 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community)  - 

This  rectangular  dwelling  rests  on  a granite  block  foundation  and  rises 
2h  stories  to  a steeply  pitched  gable  roof.  Its  2 bay  gable  ends  face  Coolidge 
Street  and  the  railroad  tracks  (rear).  Its  side  walls  are  3 bays  wide.  The 
main  entrance  is  located  on  the  east  facade.  Its  windows  are  fully  enframed 
and  feature  caps  which  are  Italianate  in  sensibility.  The  attic  walls  are 
pierced  by  a round  headed  window.  A pair  of  tall  brick  chimneys  project  from 
its  roof.  This  house  is  covered  with  wood  shingles.  They  probably  cover 
corner  boards.  The  northeast  corner  of  the  house  features  a projecting  bay 
which  was  probably  added  in  1 he  late  19th  or  early  20th  century.  To  the  rear** 
HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (erplain  the  role  owners  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 

This  house  has  historical  associations  with  Sherborn ’ s Stratton  family. 

It  was  built  c,  1850  1855  by  Aaron  Stratton  Cpresumably  a farmer)  . Born 

in  1811,  he  was  the  son  of  Abijah  nnd  Hannah  Bacon  Stratton.  He  married 
'^usanna  Russell  in  1839  and  "resided  on  his  father's  homestead,  south  of 
--eter's  Hill,"  This  house  is  labelled  A.  Stratton  on  the  maps  of  1857  and 
1875.  In  1889  it  wns  owned  by  Aaron's  son,  Horace  J.  Stratton  (born  1841). 

A fire  destroyed  the  barn  on  this  property  in  the  1890’ s, 

This  dwelling  was  part  of  the  wave  of  house  building  which  occurred  in 
Sherborn  during  the  locally  prosperous  1840's  and  1850's.  Many  of  the  Greek 
Revival  homes  at  Dowse ’s  Corner,  to  the  south,  were  built  at  that  time. 

In  1929,  this  house  was  bought  by  a Willey  family  who  lived  here  for 
49  years.  In  1978,  Harry  Hill  remodelled  this  dwelling  and  later  sold  to  the 
^ present  owners. 

i 


' BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFEREN’CES 
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The  Aaron  Stratton  House, photograph  taken  November , 1981 


FORM  B - BUILDING 


TTAT.  rOMMISSION 


Area 

Form  ng. 

10 

Sherborn 


r 


84  Coolidge  Street 


ric  Name  Undetermined,  possibly 


Thompson  House 
Original  residence 


Present  residence  - 


ship : El  Private  individual 
Private  organization 


William  C.  Daisley,  Jr. 


Public 


Original  owner  Possibly  a Mr.  Thomp- 


son 


SKETCH  MAP 

Draw  map  showing  property's 
location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features. 

Indicate  north. 


DESCRIPTION: 

Date  1880 


Recorded  by 


Source  visual,  first  appears  on  map 


of  ISP^f 

Style  late  19th  c.  frame  vernacular 


Architect 


Exterior  wall  fabric  clapboard 
Outbuildings 


garage 


I 


Edward  W.  Gordon 


Organization  Sherborn  Historical  Comm, 
Date 


September  1981 


Major  alterations 

(with  dates) 

. - - 

Moved 

t 

Date 

Approx. 

acreage 

2.00 

acres 

Setting 

situated 

close 

to  the  road  on 

a well 

maintained  lot 

, partially  hid 

den  by 

fir  trees 

C 

(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


rv  I 


roo(^c)c|e  'St' 


♦ r 

ARCHITECTURAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  and 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community) 


o 


This  is  a simple  c.  1880  cottage.  It  rests  on  a rubble  stone  foundation 
and  rises  Ik  stories  to  a gable  roof  with  return  eaves.  Enlivening  an  other- 
wise routine  3 bay  main  facade,  side  hall  plan  structure  is  a charming 
front  porch.  Between  the  saw-cut  porch  posts  are  railings  which  display 
lacey  punched-out  gingerbread  decoration  (diamond  shapes)  and  trellises. 

The  main  facade's  second  floor  double  windows  exhibit  surrounds  which  are 
Italianate  in  sensibility. 


HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  owners  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 


This  house  has  significant  historical  associations  with  Jedediah  Phipps. 
During  the  Revolutionary  War  he  played  an  important  role  in  state  and  local 
civic  and  military  affairs.  He  is  also  associated  with  the  manufacture  of 
saltpeter,  a commodity  which  was  used  for  ammunition  by  the  Massachusetts 
Colony's  army.  The  Phipps  homestead  was  located  on  or  near  the  site  of 
the  present  84  Coolidge  Street. 

[ Phipps'  have  lived  in  Sherborn  since  1720.  John  Phipps  (1696-1746),  son 
of  John  Phipps  of-Wrentham,  Ma. , settled  in  Sherborn,  Ma.  in  1720.  He  was 
the  grand  nephew  of  Sir  William  Phipps,  the  first  Royal  Governor  of  Massachu-- 
setts.  He  married  Hannah  Bullen,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Hannah  Metcalf 
Bullen.  They  settled  on  the  farm  inherited  from  Hannah's  father  which  was 
"^mile  S.W.  of  the  Common  on  the  road  to  Holliston  Washington  St.  " Their 
house  was  located  "at  the  foot  of  the  hill  where  David  Sanger  resides."  John 
and  Hannah's  first  son,  William  (born  1720)  moved  the  family  to  Douglas  when 
his  father  died.  William's  brother  Jedediah  '(born  March  11,  1725)  came  back 
to  Sherborn  from  Douglas  in  1768.  He  married  Sarah'  Learned  (bom  1731  or 
1732),  died  1810),  the  daughter  of  Captain  Edward  Learned  of  Sherborn. 


Jedediah  and  Sarah  settled  "on  the  W.  side  of  Peter's  Hill  and  on  the  E. 
side  of  the  N.  road  to  Framingham  Coolidge  St.  . Morse  observes  that  "in 
middle  life  he  had  a good  landed  estate."  Phipps,  along  with  Hon.  Daniel 
Whitney,  Benjamin  Bullard  and  Rev.  Samuel  Locke,  figure  prominently  in  the 
annals  of  Sherborn  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  Morse  notes  that  phipps 
"became  a zealous  whig  of  '76."  He  was  moderator  of  the  town  meetings  of 
1778  and  1779  and  was  a selectman  in  1773  and  1780.  He  served  on  a standing 
committee  of  correspondence  in  1774  and  1775.  He  was  a member  of  the  Conti- 
nental Convention  heljl  at  Concord  in  1779.  In  additionhe  was  a member  "on 
BIBLIOGR-APth'  and/or  REFERENCES 

Margaret  Dowse  Buntin’ s research 
Maps  of  1875  and  1889 

^Morse ' s History  of  Sherborn  and  Holliston 

i^Encyclopedia  Britannica,  vol.l4,  1969.  Massachusetts  History  p.l029 
Susan  Ware's  Genealogical  work,  1981 
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HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  cont.  84  Coolidge  Street 

committees  to  instruct  the  representatives  of  Sherborn,  in  'll , and  to 
hire  soldiers,  and  one  of  a committee  of  Safety,  in  1780." 

Jedediah  Phipps  is  perhaps  best  remembered  in  Sherborn  for  his  discovery 
of  Saltpeter  across  the  road  from  84  Coolidge  Street.  His  discovery  was 
made  at  the  beginning  of  the  Revolutionary  War  when  ammunition  supplies  were 
low.  His  ability  to  locate  and  manufacture  saltpeter  came  to  the  attention 
of  the  General  Court  and  he  was  employed  to  manufacture  this  commodity  in 
Newburyport,  Ma.  He  was  paid  for  his  services  out  of  the  public  treasury. 

Jedediah' s son,  John,  married  Hannah  Coolidge  who  lived  further  to  the 
northwest  on  Coolidge  St.  His  seventh  child,  Anna,  married  the  Hon.  Calvin 
Sanger  who  was  Sherborn ' s most  prominent  lawyer/politician/businessman  - 
they  lived  at  8 Washington  St.  (1819). 

The  old  Phipps  house  may  be  the  dwelling  Rowena  Butler  refers  to  as 
the  Kimball  place  in  her "Reminicences  of  Sherborn  in  the  1840' s".  The 
present  house  was  built  c.  1880.  It  does  not  appear  on  the  1875  map  and 
may  be  the  house  labelled  Thompson  on  the  1889  map.  Architecturally,  its 
size  and  plan  bear  a resemblance  to  86  Hunting  Lane,  one  of  Sherborn 's 
first  summer  cottages. 


FORM  B - BUILDING 


location  in  re 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features. 


IPTION: 

Date  c.  1790 


Source  deduced  from  Morse's  History 

nf  .qhprhorn 

Style  Federal 


Architect 


Exterior  wall  fabric  clapboard 
Outbuildings barn 


Recorded  by  Edward  W,  Gordon 

Organization  Sherborn  Historical  Comm, 


Major  alterations  (with  dates)  southwest 
ell  added  in  1915,  second  floor  added 


above  "U"  in  1920' s 


Moved 


Date 


Approx,  acreage 


1.33  acres 


Setting  fields  and  wooded  area  to 
south.  c,  1724  Russell  House  diag- 


Date 


June  - July  1981 


onally  across  road  to'  norhheast. 
— ^ 

Adjacent  to  "mound"  which  contains 

aquaduct  line. 

(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


MASSACHUSETTS  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 
294  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Sherborn 


iss  121  Coolidae  Street 

ric  Name  Coolidqe~Hand  House 


Original-  residence 


Present  residence 


hip: ES  Private  individual 

Private  organization  Roy  G. 


Public 


Original  owner  possibly  Daniel 

Coolidge 


Area 

Form  no. 

/I 

'A I St 


* lived  here  in  the  1850’ s while  the  S.  P.  Hand  family  owned  this  property 
in  the  1870's  and  1880’s, 


ARCHITECTURAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  and 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community) 


A -study  of  this  house's  interior  revealed  that  an  early  1700' s dwelling 
was  not  encased  in  this  structure.  The  present  house  was  built  about  1790, 
Resting  on  a brick  basement  it  rises  2 stories  to  a hip  roof.  Its  5 bay 
main  facade  features  a front  door  which  is  crowned  by  a semicircular  fan- 
light. The  S.  P.  Hands  apparently  added  the  bracketed  doorhood  c.  1870  in 
an  effort  to  "update"  the  house.  Its  multipane  windows  have  been  replaced 
by  2/2  sash.  An  1877  plan  of  the  house  and  property  shows  an  L shaped  con- 
figuration - an  ell  projected  from  the  southeastern  portion  of  the  rear  wall. 


By  1915  the  house  had  become  U-shaped  in  plan.  The  curious  alcove  which 
is  recessed  into  the  rear  wall  was  created  after  1915. 

This  house  and  the  18th  c.  Russell  House  across  the  street  provided 
a glimpse  of  life  in  pre  20th  c.  rural,  isolated  northwest  Sherbom.  The 
Coolidge  House  retains  much  of  its  original  panelling  and  wide  floorboards. 
In  addition,  a mortise  and  tenon  barn  with  boards  more  than  two  feet  wi 
IS  located  to  the  rear  of  this  property. 

HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE 


The  Coolidge  family  originated  in  Cambridgeshire,  England.  Morse  notes 
that  "John  Coolidge,  a soldier  in  Phillips  War  and  by  trade  a carpenter,  came 
from  Watertown  about  1680-5  and  was  rated  for  the  Indian  Title  in  1686  and 
drew  land  in  1696."  This  land  was  adjacent  to  the  • . J 

"Road  to  Eames",  later  Coolidge  St.  The  Eames  place  was  located  in 
what  is  now  South  Framingham, 


A structural  analysis  shows  that  the  present  house  is  closer  to  a con- 
struction date  of  1800  than  1700.  A Daniel  Coolidge  married  Beulah  Smith  in 
1780  and  "inherited  the  ancient  homestead".  A town  selectman  for  five 
years  he  was  remembered  as  "an  ornament  to  religion".  It  was  almost  certainly 
Daniel  who  built  this  house.  On  the  1788  map  a Coolidge  house  is  shown  oppo- 
site 126  Coolidge  St.  (Russell  House) . The  present  house  was  built  to  the 
south  of  "the  ancient  homestead"  about  1790.  Deacon  Aaron  Coolidge  had  14 
children,  one  of  whom  was  the  Rev.  Amos  H.  Coolidge.  A Daniel  C.  Coolidge  * 


BIBLIOGR.^Pm’’' and/or  REFERENCES 
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Historical  Sketches  - Sherborn  Tercentenary  1652-1952" 

B^rdwell 


compiled  by  Francis 
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MASSACHUSETTS  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 
294  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Area 

Form  np. 

/2-. 

Sherborn 


ess  126  Coolidge  Street 

oric  Name  Russell  - Hill  House 

Original_^ residence 

Present  residence 


rship: Private  individual. 

Private  organization  Robert 
and  Marion  A.  Gray 


Public 


Original  owner  Thomas  Russell 


Draw  map  showing  property's 
location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features. 

Indicate  north. 


1 


DESCRIPTION: 

Date  c.  1734,  main  block  c,  1790 
Source  visual  and  genealogical 


Style  Federal 

with  earlier  portion 

Architect 

Exterior  wall  fabric  clapboard 

Outbuildings  concrete  block  barn 

Major  alterations 

(with  dates)  house  en 

larged  c.  1790, 

Colonial  Revival 

porch  added  c. 

1900 

Moved 

- . Date  - 

Approx,  acreage 

4.95  acres 

Setting  located 

near  new  houses  of 

Meadowbrook  Road  in  extreme  northern 


Date  June  - July  1981 


section  of  town, 
s : ^ — : — 


(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


lSi(D  Coo^^([cje 


*the  porch  pediment  is  molded  swag  and  shield  decoration.  This  house's 
edges  and  windows  are  defined  by  narrow  horizontal  and  verticle  boards. 

ARCHITECTURAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  and 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community) 


Part  of  this  house  is  said  to  date  to  c.  1730-1735.  It  was  probably 
enlarged  c.  1790-1810.  Of  a rectangular  plan  (with  a center  hall)  it  rises 
2 stories  to  a hip  roof.  Its  front  door  is  flanked  by  narrow  -side  lights 
and  Doric  pilasters.  A heavy  Greek  Revival  entablature  appears  above  the 
front  door.  These  doorway  treatments  probably  date  to  the  Amos  Hill  occupancy 
in  the  1830's. 

Projecting  from  the  east  wall  is  a Colonial  Revival  porch  of  c.  1900. 

Its  Tuscan  Revival  columns  support  a gable  porch  roof.  In  the  center  of  * 

HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  owners  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 


Approximately  two  thirds  of  this  house's  rear  ell  dates  to  c.  1734.  In 
that  year  Thomas  and  Hannah  Coolidge  Russell's  first  child  was  born.  Russell 
was  originally  from  Woburn.  His  wife  grew  up  across  the  street  in  the  ancient 
Coolidge  homestead  which  is  np  longer  extant.  The  present  Coolidge  House 
at  121  Coolidge  Street  dates  to  the  late  18th  century. 


Thomas  and  Hannah  Russell's  younger  son,  Isaac  (born  1750),  inherited 
this  property.  He  married  Hannah  Fairbank  in  1778.  Lt.  Isaac  Russell  and'" 
his  family  apparently  left  Sherborn  about  1788  and  he  sold  this  farm  to  a 
John  Hill, who  probably  built  the  main  block  about  1790.  Mr.  Hill's  daughter, 
Cate,  (born  15  May  1794)  married  Deacon  Aaron  Coolidge  in  1819.  " He  lived 
diagonally  across  the  street  in  the"new"  Coolidge  house  built  by  his  father 
Daniel  Coolidge  about  1790. 

When  the  Coolidges  and  Hills  farmed  these  acres  during  the  early  19th 
century  there  were  extensive  barns  attached  to  this  house.  After  they  were 
destroyed  by  fire  the  current  barn/garage  was  constructed  of  cinder  blocks. 

Amos  Hill  lived  here  in  the  1830' s and  is  listed  as  owning  a horse 
shed  at  the  First  Parish  Church.  It  was  probably  Amos  who  "updated"  the 
house  with  a Greek  Revival  entrance  and  corner  boards. 

During  the  1870's  a W.  Haynes  lived  in  this  house.  On  the  1889  map 
this  dwelling  is  labelled  Crane  - during  the  early  1900' s two  road  commis- 
sioners, Harry  Crane  and  Clarence  Gray  were  among  its  occupants. 


BIBLIOGR.APm'^  and/or  REFERENCES 
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the  Russel-Hill  House  was  painted  yellow  with  white  trim  in  the 
Fall  of  1981. 
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Form  np. 

/5 

Sherborn 


ess 


6 Curve  Street 


SKETCH  MAP 

Draw  map  showing  property’s 
location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features. 

Indicate  north. 
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Recorded  by  Edward  W.  Gordon 

Organization  Sherborn  Historical  Comm. 
Date  June  - July  1981 


oric  Name  Whitney-Adams-Twi tchell 

House 

Original  residence 


Present 


residence 


rship:^  Private  individual 

Private  organization  John  E. 
Carlson  Jr. 


Public 


Original  owner  James  Whitney 
DESCRIPTION: 


Date 


c.  1750 


Source  Margaret  Dowse  Buntin’ s file 
Style  elements  of  Georgian^  Cape>- 


Colonial  Revival 


Architect 


Exterior  wall  fabric 


shingle 


Outbuildings  attached  garage 


Major  alterations  (with  dates)  greatly 


remodeled  (both  interior  and  exterior 


1910  - 1920 


Moved 


Date 


Approx,  acreage  5.50 


Setting  situated  near  Western  Ave. 
behind  picturesque  wall  composed  of 

rock  faced  granite  block^ , gi 

are  well  maintained. 


(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


t Cutirt  S»f’ 


) 

) 


m 

ARCHITECTURAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  and 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community) 


o 


Few  Sherborn  houses  reflect  the  evolution  of  a farm  house  over  several 
centuries  as  clearly  as  "Long  Acres  Farm".  Its  growth  over  time  was  a 

linear,  east^west  process.  Composed  of  4 units  its  eastern  most  gambrel 

roof  segment  dates  to  c,  1750.  Abutting  the  1^  story  gambrel  is  a 2 story  ) 

gable  roof  section  built  c.  1800.  This  segment  is  attached  to  a c.  1830' s ( 

Cape.  Abutting  the  Cape  is  a garage  added  at  some  point  in  this  century.  j 
originally  covered  with  clapboards,  this  house's  various  segments  are  swathed 
in  wood  shingles  Cpainted  red,  contrasting  attractively  with  the  white 
trim) . 

HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  o^^Tle^s  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 


Currently  known  as  "Long  Acres  Farm",  the  gambrel  roofed  portion  of 
this  residence  may  have  been  built  c.  1750,  Although  the  heirs  of  Ephraim 
Bullard  have  been  traditionally  recognized  as  the  first  owners  Morse  does 
not  list  an  Ephraim  Bullard  at  this  location  although  there  were  Bullards 
in  this  part  of  town.  The  first  owner  was  probably  James  Whitney  who  in 
turn  sold  it  to  William  Adams.  The  first  19th  c.  owner  was  Timothy  Twitchell 
who  married  Sally  Bullard  (born  1789  and  1795  respectively).  She  was  the 
"daughter  of  Galem  Bullard.  (See  60  Brush  Hill  Road,  Form  ^ The  next 
owner  was  a Daniel  Phipps  ar  Phillips.  A Mr.  Tuckerman  bought  and  greatly 
remodelled  the  house  between  1910  - 1920. 


NOTE:  OWNERS  DAUGHTER  SAY'S  THAT 

SOME  PARTS  OF  THE  HOUSE 
MAY  DATE  TO  1700.  HOUSE  WAS 
USED  AS  A STUDY  FOR  WAYSIDE 
INN  RESTORATION  AFTER  1950 's 
FIRE. 


Anne  C.  Shaughnessy  K'  Guide'  to  Sherborn 


Maps  of  1.788,1357,1875,1889 
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S 10  Curve  Street 


ic  Name  possibly  the  Timothy  Twitchell 
House 

Original residence  


Present  residence 


rship : E3  Private  individual 
Private  organization 


she r born 


Area 

Form  no,. 

James  A.  P.  Homans 


' Public 

I 


Original  owner  undetermined 


SKETCH  MAP 


Draw  map  showing  property's 
location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features. 

Indicate  north. ' 


Recorded  by Edward  w.  Cordon 

Organization sherborn  Historical  Commission 

Date  August,  1981 


DESCRIPTION: 

Date  c.  1790-1810 

Source  visual  analysis 

Style  Federal 

Architect 

Exterior  wall  fabric  clapboard 
Outbuildings  barn 


1 


Major  alterations  (with  dates) 


-) 


Mov  ed  possibly 


Date  unknown 


Approx,  acreage 


6.0C 


Setting  situated  on  a rise,  located  close 
to  the  road  behind  a fieldstone  wall 


adjacent  to  "Longacres  Farm" 


(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


10  Cufut  %[■ 


■ ; 


ARCHITECTURAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (describe  important  architectural 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community) 


features 


and 


This  solid  Federal  residence  is  of  a rectangular  plan  and  rises  2 1/2  stories 
to  a hip  roof.  The  windows  of  the  5 bay  main  facade  are  simply  enframed  and  this 
structure's  edges  are  crisply  defined  by  narrow,  cornerboards . Particularly  noteworth 
is  the  main  entrance  — its  enframements  appear  to  be  a c . early  1900 's  Georgian  J 

Revival  replacement.  The  front  door  is  flanked  by  Doric  pilasters  which  support 

a pedimented  entablature.  The  pediment's  tympanum  is  recessed  and  displays  a } 

raised  triangular  panel. 


HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  owners  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 


This  house  does  not  appear  on  either  the  1875  of  1889  maps.  It  may  have  been 
moved  here  around  the  turn  of  the  century.  Its  land  was  part  of  Galim  Bullard's 
holdings  in  the  early  1800' s.  Anne  C.  Shaugnessy  maintains  that  it  was  once  occupied 
by  Bullard's  son-in-law,  Timothy  Twitchell  . she  also  note^  that  "this  was  one^ 
of  the 'houses  owned  by  the' religious  group  active  in  the  area  iii 'the 

early  1900 ’s  and  they  incorporated 
the  original  cottage  in  this 
much  enlarged  home," 


BIBLIOGRAPm’-  and/or  REFERENCES 

Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s research 
Anne  C.  Shaugnessy  A Guide  to  Sherborn 
1875  and  1889  maps 


Sherborn 


ric  Name  "Old  Carriage  Shop" 


Original  carriage  shop 


Present  residence 


ss  29  Eliot  Street 


r ship : E2  P^-i vat e individual 

Private  organization  Debbie 
and  Tad  DeMarco 


Area 

Form  no. 

/5 

' Public 

I 


Original  owner  undetermined 


SKETCH  MAP 

Draw  map  showing  property’s 
location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  featiires. 


DESCRIPTION: 

Date  c.  1820  - 1830 


Recorded  by  Edward  W.  Gordon 

Organization  Sherborn  Historical  Comm, 
Date  June  - July  1981 


Setting  qj  tnated  .approx.  8 feeJuJoeJLiiw 

Eliot  St's  grade  - faces  driveway 

and  fieldstone  wall.  Well  mainta^iec 
grounds  to  rear  of  house. 


(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


FORM  B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 
294  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Area 

Form  no. 

/ lo 

Sherborn 


A. 


ss 


91  Eliot  Street 


ric  Name  undetermined 


Original  residence 
Present  residence 


location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features. 

Indicate  north. 


Recorded  by  Edward  W.  Gordon 

Orsanization  Sherborn  Historical  Comm. 


ship : El  Private  individual 

Private  organization  Thomas  N. 
and  Kathleen  A.  Dineen 


Public 


Original  owner  undetermined 


IPTION: 

Date  c.  1830 


Source  J.  Shepardson,  realtor 


Style  modified  Cape 


A 


Architect 


xterior  wall  fabric  clapboard 

garage 


Outbuildings 


Major  alterations  (with  dates)  roof 
raised,  house  enlarged  in  1946 


Mo  V ed  probably 


Date  undetermi: 


Approx,  acreage  less  than  one  acre 

Setting located  closf^  to  rnad  in 

wooded  region 


Date 


August  1981 


(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


<=31  £l/ot 


) 


\ 

J 


ARCHITECTURAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  and 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community) 


Although  swathed  in  aluminum  siding,  29  Eliot  St.  is  of  interest  as 
an  early  19th  c.  shop  which  has  been  converted  into  a residence.  _Its  2\ 
story  carriage  shop  portion  is  attached  to  a south  wing  - judging  by  the 
wing's  interior  wainscoting  it  dates  to  c.  1890  - 1900.  The  old  carriage 
shop's  main  facade  features  a wide  garage  door  and  tall  second  floor  doors 
which  once  opened  onto  a ramp.  Unfortunately  its  original  clapboards  are 
faced  with  synthetic  siding. 


HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  ov^ners  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 

This  structures  exact  construction  date  is  difficult  to  determine.  It 
is  saidto  predate  Eliot  St.  which  was  laid  out  c.  1830.  The  northern 
portion  of  this  building  faced  on  Obed  Lane  and  included  a carriage  shop. 

The  wheels  for  these  carriages  were  made  next  door  by  Jeremiah  Butler.  After 
Eliot  St.  was  put  in  a door  was  cut  into  the  second  floor  of  the  carriage 
shop  and  a ramp  was  extended  out  to  the  new  street.  Charles  Duross  also 
^ housed  a paint  shop  in  this  structure.  By  the  1890 's  it  was  used  as  a 
summer  home  by  Duross'  heirs.  Anne  C.  Shaughnessy  notes  that  by  the  turn 
of  the  century  a number  of  Sherborn  houses  were  occupied  by  city  people 
as  summer  places.  This  structure  was  "restored”  in  the  1940' s by  Dr.  Dauley. 
(The  house  had  been  more  or  less  vacant  for  many  years) . 


l 

I 

I 

I 


ri 

3 


I 


BIBLIOGR-APm'-and/or  REFERENCES  f 

Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s research  | 

( , Anne  C,  Shaughnessy  - A Guide  to  Sherborn  ' I 

!/;aps  of  1788,1857,1875,1889.  | 
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q/  £liot 
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ARCHITECTUR-^L  SIGNIFICANCE _ (describe  important  architectural  features  and 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community) 

Originally  a 1^  story  Cape,  its  roof  was  raised  in  1946  to  accomodate 
additional  attic  space.  Situated  on  a granite  block  foundation,  its  3 bay 
main  facade  features  a front  door  flanked  by  narrow  multi-paned  sidelights 
and  crowned  by  a simple  horizontal  board.  Married  to  its  c.  1830  ground 
floor  is  an  overhanging  attic  with  wall  dormers  which  was  added  in  1946. 


HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  owners  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 

One  of  Sherborn's  assessors  calls  this  house  "The  Gate  House".  According 
to  a member  of  So.  Natick’s  Historical  Commission  there  was  a house  which  was 
moved  from  the  V formed  by  everett  St.  and  Eliot  St.  (Rte.  16).  It  supposed- 
ly travelled  a short  way  down  Rte.  16.  A house  at  that  location  in  So.  Natick 
^the  map  of  1889  is  labelled  "Perry". 

C,  A.  Dowse,  Sr.  once  told  a previous  owner  that  this  house  "was  moved 
^rom  So.  Natick".  Although  he  did  not  say  when,  possibly  it  was  moved -by 
Henry  Channing  who  owned  this  structure  in  the  early  1900' s.  Joseph  Blanchard 
lifetime  resident  of  Sherborn,  recalls  that  "a  barn  burned"  and  that  this 
house  was  "rented  out  to  farm  workers".  . Mr.  Channing  owned  a large  farm 
at  177  Farm  Rd. 

Barbara  Breer,  a former  owner,  says  this  property  was  known  as  the 
Martin  Place  and  at  one  time  housed  cottage  industies:  a shoe  factory  and 
possibly  a doll  factory,  since  parts  of  dolls  were  dug  up  when  another  former 
owner  put  in  a swimming  pool. 

Bill  Thornton,  a furnitur  refinisher,  lived  here  when  he  was  married 
to  Liz  Leland,  daughter  of  Bob  Leland(of  12  Washington  St.)  who  was  Town 
Counsel  for  many  years.  The  house  was  then  sold  to 'a  member  of  the  Scotbold 
family  of  Ice  Follies  fame  who  in  turn  sold  to  Bill  and  Barbara  Breer  in 
1961.  They  sold  in  1968  and  this  house  passed  through  3 owners  before  the 
current  owners  purchased  it  in  1979. 


, BIBLIOGRAPHY'  and/or  REFERENCES 

^Uephone  interviews  with:  Barbara  Breer,  Joan  T, 

and  Mrs.  Walter  Peinze  of  South  Natick 
l^'seph  Blanchard's  reminiscences 
^kp  of  1889 


Pease,  Jeanne  Shepardson 


Sherborn 


Area 


Form  no. 

>7 


ic  Name  Weatherbee  Chamberlain 

House 

Original  residence ^ 

Present  residence 


rship : E Private  individual 

Private  organization  David 
Blair,  George  Ryan 


28  Everett  Street 


I 


! 

---------------I 

SKETCH  MAP 

Draw  map  showing  property’s 
location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features! 

Indicate  north. 

_____ 

.. 


Pub  1 i c 

Original  owner  Weatherbee  Chamberlai] 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date  c.  1835-40^  lumber  from  18th  c. 

house 

Source  Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s file 
Style  early  19th  c.  frame  vernacut^aj. 
Architect  

Exterior  wall  fabric  shingle | 

I 

Outbuildings garage  ^ ! 


Major  alterations  (with  dates) 

7 


Moved Date 

Approx,  acreage  less  than  one  acre 


Recorded  by  Edward  W.  Gordon 

Organization  Sherborn  Historical  Comm. 
Date June  - July  1981 


Setting  located  on  one  of  Sherborn * r 
more  densely  settled  streets,  to 

rear  of  house  are  lowlands  whicK  ' e 
part  of  an  "open  space  reservation" 


(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


"St- 


) 


o 


ARCHITECTURAL  SIGNIFIC.ANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  and  ^ 

evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community) 

This  house's  plan,  volume  and  distinctive  profile  represent  an  unusual 
departure  from  the  Greek  Revival  temple- like  house  popular  c.  1835  - 1860. 

The  only 'other  house  in  Sherborn  which  echoes  this  building  type  is  32-34 
North  Main  Street.  28  Everett  St's  northern  gable  features  recessed  corner  ]) 
entrance  porches  and  rises  2\  stories  to  a steeply  pitched  roof.  It  has  » 

a false  entrance  door  at  the  northwest  corner  which  is  symmetrical  with  the  ^ 
true  door  at  the  northeast  corner. 


HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  o\\'ners  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 

Everett  Street  was  originally  part  of  the  Post  Road  and  was  known 
as  the  road  to  South  Natick.  It  was  named  for  the  town's  first  physician, 

Dr.  Oliver  Everett  who  came  to  Sherborn  in  1825. 

Eleazer  Dowse  settled  on  28  Everett  St's  land  in  1775  after  he  and  his 
-family  escaped  the  Red  Coats'  burning  of  Charlestown.  The  leather  dressing 
^^owses  used  the  boggy  lowlands  to  the  east  for  the  digging  of  pits  in  which 
^to  soak  hides.  The  Dowse 's  original  house  was  torn  down  and  its  lumber 

and  doors  were  recycled  to  build  the  house  currently  on  this  site.  Weatherh  j 
Chamberlain  was  its  first  owner. 

By  1875  an  H,  G.  Smith  lived  in  this  house.  His  son  Edgar  Smith  was- 
the  town  photographer  from  the  1890 's  into  the  1920' s.  He  had  a small 
studio  building  to  the  left  of  the  driveway. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY' 'and/or  REFERENCES 

Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s research 


William  Bradford  Homer  Dowse  - Dowse  Genealogy 


Anne  C.  Shaughnessy  - A Guide  to  Sherborn  and  History  of  Sherborn 
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28  Everett  Street. 1870s  Stereopticon  view  courtesy 
of  the  Sherborn  Historical  Society. 


Sherborn 


ess  33  Everett  Street 

oric  Name  Morse-Barber-Ty ler  House 

Original residence  • 

Present  residence 


rship : S3  Private  individual 

■ Private  organization  Mary  C. 
Sobieski 


Area 

Form  ng. 

/8 

I 

SKETCH  MAP 

Draw  map  showing  property’s 
location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features. 


Pub 1 i c 

Original  owner  undetermined  member 

of  Morse  family 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date c . 1830  ~ 183  5 

Source  Rowena  Butler's  Reminicences 

Style Cape 

Architect 

Exterior  wall  fabric  clapboard 

Outbuildings Barn 


Major  alterations  (with  dates)  west  wing 
probably  added  c.  1860's, 


Moved  Date 


1.00 

Approx,  acreage 


Recorded  by  Edward  W.  Gordon 

Organization Sherborn  Historical  Comm. 

Date June  - July  1981 


Setting  situated  on  a grassy  knoll r 
granite  hitching  post  still  extant 
to  right  of  gravel  driveway 


(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


3^  twwitt  "S'- 


/n 


ik 

ARCHITECTURAL  SIGNIFIC.ANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  and 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community) 

This  charming  dwelling  is  composed  of  a Ih  story  Cape  and  2 story 
west  wing.  In  the  center  of  the  Cape's  5 bay  main  facade  is  a transition- 
al entrance  whose  narrow  sidelights  and  attenuated  pilasters  are  Federalist 
in  character  while  its  entablature  is  a harbinger  of  a heavier  Greek  Reviv-  j 
al  sensibility.  Sheathed  with  clapboards,  its  windows  are  simply  enframed.  / 
After  the  Greek  Revival  temple  form  house,  the  Cape  was  the  most  popular  j 

dwelling  type  in  mid  19th  c.  Sherbom. 


HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  ov^ners  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 

Everett  Street  was  originally  known  as  the  road  to  South  Natick.  It 
was  originally  part  of  the  Post  Road  and  was  named  for  Dr.  Oliver  Everett. 
He  lived  on  this  street  when  first  called  to^Sherborn ' s physician  in  1825. 

This  house  was  originally  owned  by  a member  of  the  Morse  family. 

The  Horace  Barber  family  lived  here  from  about  late  1830 's  until  the  1860 's 
when  they  went  west.  A descendant  of  the  Barber  family  returned  to  Sher- 
born  in  recent  years  to  find  the  original  front  door  in  the  bam.  He  had 
it  installed  in  his  bank  in  Texas. 

By  the  1870' s a D.  T.  Tyler  owned  this  house. 


BIBLIOGR-APm’ "and/or  REFERENCES 

"Rowena  Butler's  Reminicences" 

Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s research 

Anne  C.  Shaughnessy  - A Guide  to  She r born 


Maps  Pf  1875  and  1889 
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Form  no. 
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Sherborn 


ess  8 Farm  Road 


oric  Name  Elbridge  Bickford  House 


Original  residence 
Present 


residence 


ship: O Private  individual 
Private  organization 


George  F-. — Hill 


Public 


Original  owner  bridge  n-i  r-V-Fryn^ 


SKETCH  MAP 

Draw  map  showing  property's 
location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features. 

Indicate  north. 


DESCRIPTION: 

Date  1859  with  1870 's  wing 


Source  stylistic  and  Margaret  Dowse  Buntir 
Style  Greek  Revival  with  Mansard  addition 


Palemon  Bickford 


Exterior  wall  fabricVinyl  (1980) 
Outbuildings  cinderblock  garage 

f 

Major  alterations  dates) 


Mansard  easi  ell  added  c.l870 


Moved 


Date 


Approx,  acreage 


1.00 


Recorded  by  Edward  W.  Gordon 


Organization  Sherborn  Historical  Commission 


July,  1981 


Setting  built  on  the  slope  of  hill, 
adjacent  to  a well  maintained  lawn  and 
a vegtable  garden 


(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


1 Fonrn  Rj. 


iq<i 


r 
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ARCHITECTUR.M  SIGNIFICANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  and 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community) 


Built  into  the  side  of  a hill,  this  2 1/2  story  dwelling  is  composed  of 
Greek  Revival  cottage  and  a Mansard  style  east  wing.  Its  3 bay  main  facade  exhibits 
a Greek  Revival  entrance  unusual  in  the  delicacy  of  its  proportions  its  front  door 
is  flanked  by  narrow  multi-pane  sidelights,  attenuated  pilasters  and  is  crowned  by 
an  entablature.  Its  east  wing  culminates  in  a straight  sided  Mansard  roof.  Mansard 
roofs  are  rare  in  Sherborn. 


HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  ov%r»ers  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 


Palemon  Bickford  built  this  dwelling  for  his  brother  Elbridge  Bickford  in  1859. 
Elbridge  Bickford  was  a Civil  War  veteran  and  owned  a blacksmith  shop  on  the  site  of 
the  present  town  parking  area  (1  South  Main  Street) . S Ibridge  Bickford  added  the 
Mansard  style  east  wing  c.  1870.  At  one  time  the  former  "town  lock-up  stood  on 
the  knoll  in  the  southwest  corner  of  this  property. 

This  house  along  with  several  other  Greek  Revival  and  Cape  ^ 

to  thie  east  were  part  of  an  overall  Sherhom  build flig' booin' 

_ . bctv/een  I83O  and  i860. Farm  Road  is  one  of  the  towiis  oldest 
thoroughfares.lt  linked  Sherborn  Cent or  with  the  Uorse  farm. 

Morses  settled  in  Sherborn  as  early  as  the  l65C/s.  Over  the 
years  Farm  Road  has  been  called  'The  Road  to  the  Farm', 

'The  Village  Road  to  Dover' and 'Trinity  Street'  , the  latter 
because  of  its  proximity  to  the  Pilgrim  Church. In  the  early. 

1900s  it  officially  became  known  as  Farm  Road, 

Note;  The  Town  Lockup  was  on  the  grounds  of  The  Poor  Farm 
(Rockwood  St*)  and  was  moved  to  #8  Farm  Road  in  I898. 

In  that  year  the  Poor  Farm  was  moved  to  ^#33  south  Ma.iTi  street 
(later  St*Theres«*s. ) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY'^  and/or  REFERENCES 

Joseph  Blanchard's  reminicences. 

Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s research 
Anne  C.  Shauqnessy- Guide  to  Sherborn 

Maps  of  1788,1857,1875,1889. 
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11  Farm  Road 


Present  residence 


hip:  ^Private  individual 
Private  organization_ 

— Marton  Coulding 

Public 


Original  owner  Benjamin  Bullard 


ric  Name  Bullard-Gouldi ng  Hon?^ 
Original  residence 


Area 

Form  no. 
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SKETCH  MAP 

Draw  map  showing  property ' s 
location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features. 

Indicate  north. 


Recorded  by  Edward  W.  Gordon 

Organization  Sherborn  Historical  Commission 
Date  July,  1981 


DESCRIPTION: 

Date  c.  1840-1850 

Source  Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s research 
Style  mid  19th  century  frame  vernacular 
Architect 

Exterior  wall  fabric  asbestos  shingles 
Outbuildings  barn 


Major  alterations  (with  dates) 


Moved Date 

Approx,  acreage 

Setting  stiuated  on  the  edge  of  a gentle 
rise,  a low  fieldstone  wall  runs  parallel 
with  Farm  Road 


(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


00^ 
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ARCHITECTURAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  and 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community) 

This  is  a simple  mid  19th  century  frame  vernacular  cottage  which  has  been 
altered  by  the  application  of  asbestos  shingles  to  its  walls.  Over  time  it  has 
been  enlarged  by  several  additions  and  a covered  porch. 


HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  owners  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 

Benjamin  Bullard  acquired  this  property  in  1836  from  Nathan  Grout.  This  house 
was  probably  built  in  the  1840'  s or  early  1850's.  In  1852  Benjamin  Bullard  sold  part 
of  his  property  (including  #15  Farm  Road)  to  his  son-in-law  Michael  Guryn.  It  is  clear 
that  at  the  time  of  this  transaction  both  #11  and  #15  existed  on  this  property. 

Benjamin  Bullard  reserved  "the  right  and  priviledge  of  taking  water  from  the  well 
near  my  westerly  dwelling." 

Henry  Goulding  bought  the  house  in  the  early  1900 ' s . He  was  a Railroad  crossin|^ 
tender  and  was  noted  for  caning  chairs.  Merton  Goulding,  the  present  owner,  is 
Henry's  fourth  child. 


i 


BIBLIOGR-APHi"  and/or  REFERENCES 
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A.  C.  Shaugnessy-Guide  to  Sherborn 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


Sherborn 


15  Farm  Road 


Lc  Name  Michael  Guryn  House 
riginal  residence/cobblershop 
resent  residence 


lip : Private  individual 

Private  organization_ 
Alvin  Ramsley 


riginal  owner  Benjamin  Bullard 


Area 

Form  no. 
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SKETCH  MAP 


Draw  map  showing  property's 
location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features. 

Indicate  north. 


Date  July,  1981 

__  ^ 


DESCRIPTION: 

Date  c.  1840 

Source  Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s research 

Style  cape 

Architect ^ 

Exterior  wall  fabric  clapboard 

/ 

Outbuildings  barn 


Major  alterations  (with  dates) 


Moved 


Date 


Approx,  acreage 


1.75 


Setting  situated  near  railroad  track — a 
barn  covered  with  weathered  shingles 
is  located  to  the  west  of  the  house 


(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


IS  Fay'll  foL 


ARCHITECTURAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  and 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community) 


This  is  a simple  1 1/2  story  cape  cottage.  It  is  composed  of  a long  rectangular 
main  block  and  east  wing.  Its  front  door  is  flanked  by  narrow  side  lights.  The  roof's 
dormers  are  probably  early  20th  century  additions.  This  house  is  part  of  Farm  Road's 
collection  of  unpretentious  early-mid.  19th  century  cottages.  This  house  retains 
much  of  its  original  glass  and  hardware.  v 


HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  owners  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 

In  1852  Benjamin  Bullard,  owner  of  land  on  the  northern  side  of  Farm  Road, 
sold  part  of  his  property  to  his  son-in-law,  Michael  Guryn.  Guryn  married  Bullard's 
daughter,  Persis  Anne,  in  1840.  Bullard  had  purchased  this  property  in  1836. 

Guryn  added  the  2 room  east  wing  to  house  his  cobbler's  shop.  A number  of  shoe 
lasts  dating  to  the  1840 's  have  been  found  in  the  barn.  Michael  Guryn  died  in  c.  1900, 
leaving  the  house  to  a Mrs.  Carley.  Mrs.  Carley  boarded  Sawin  Academy  teachers  in 
this  dwelling. 

Michael  Guryn  was  one  of  20  men  employed  at  Nathaniel  Dowses 
shoe  shop. He  made , entirely  by  hand,  the  heavy  work  shoe 
called  a plow  shoe  or  ''Brogani' 


BIBLIOGR-APHi' ^and/or  REFERENCES 


Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s research 
A.  C.  Shaugnessy-A  Guide  to  Sherborn 


Maps  of  :.1788, 1857, 1875, 1889 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


V 

i 

I 

Sherborn 

I 

2SS  21  Farm  Road 


ship : ® Private  individual 

Private  organization 

Virginia  Sherrill 

Pub  1 i c 

Original  owner  Sarah  Babcock 


ric  Name  Sarah  Babcock  House 


Present  residence 


Original  residence 


Area 

Form  no. 

£.  Z- 

SKETCH  MAP 

Draw  map  showing  property's 
location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features. 


DESCRIPTION: 
Date  1820 


Source  Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s research 


Recorded  by  Edward  w.  Gordon 

Organization Sherborn  Historical  Commission 
Date  July,  1981 


Setting  situated  on  a rise  east  of  railroad 
tracks,  rubble  stone  wall  runs  parallel 
to  Farm  Road. 


(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


<21  Rj. 


/“ 

r 

r 

r 

ARCHITECTURAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  and 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community) 

This  central  hall  plan  Cape  house  is  1 1/2  stories  tall.  Its  main  5 bay  facade 
features  a front  door  which  is  flanked  by  narrow  side  lights  and  is  enframed  by  a 
simple  wooden  molding.  A central  chimney  projects  from  its  ridge  roof.  Dormer 
windows  display  pediments  which  contain  scalloped  shingles  (probably  added  in  the 
1890 ' s or  early  1900 's). 


HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  ov^ners  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 

Little  is  known  of  this  house's  origins.  The  earliest  notation  on  this  house 
is  that  "Sarah  Babcock,  widow  of  Moses  Babcock,  lived  here."  Sarah  Perry  Babcock 
was  born  on  7 February,  1783.  Col.  Moses  Babcock  was  born  8 January,  1757  , marrying 
first  Betsey  Leland  on  22  August,  1780,  and  later  Sarah  Perry  at  an  undeteinnined 
date . 


By  1875  an  H.  W.  Bullard  lived  in  this  house, 
the  1880 ' s until  the  early  1900' s. 


A Mrs.  Santelle  resided  here  from 

# 


\ 


BIBLIOGRAPHY^  and/or  REFERENCES 

Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s research 
A.  C.  Shaugnessy-A  Guide  to  Sherborn 
1875  map 
1889  map. 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


.jjA^cCAruiicc-rTC  UTCTnoTTiT  rnMMT TDM 


Area 

Form  no. 

2 3 

Sherborn 


ess  25  I’arm  Road 


,toric  Name  Rev. Edmund  Dowse 


House 

Oi'iginal 


residence 


Present 


residence 


ership : Private  individual 

Private  organization 
Stanley  McDonald 


Public 


Original_ owner  Rsv. Edmund 
Dowse 


SKETCH  MAP 

Draw  map  showing  property's 
location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features 
Indicate  north. 


DESCRIPTION: 

1838 


Date 


1 

tvl 


Sourcf 


Dowse  Genealogy 


elements  of  Gr.Rsv.& 


Style 

Italianate 

Architect 


Exterior  wall  fabric  clapboard 
Outbuildings  bam 


Major  alterations  (with  dates) 


porch  & 2 story  bay  added 
in  late  I9th  century 


Moved 


Date 


V)  Approx. ^ acreage  .50 


Organization  SherboiTn  Hist. Comm* 
Date 


Setting  R.R. tracks 

lot  shaded  by  mature  trees, 


Ju]y,198l 


one  of  the  more  substantial  older 


'homes  on  part  of  Farm  Rd.  lined 
primarily  with  small  Capes. 

(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


‘35'  RJ 

*V/hile  most  of  the  fireplaces  in  this  house  are  extremly 
simple, the  front  parlor's  fireplace  is  more  ornate.lt 
features  pilasters, elaborate  mol dings, pane Is, and  hand 
carved  wood  inlaid  with  a portrait  of  St. Jerome. 


ARCHITECTUR-^L  SIGNIFIC.ANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  and 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community)  . • 


This  frame  house  is  2-g-  stories  tall. Its  plan  is 
rectangular . Its  main  entrance  is  located  in  the 
center  of  its  5 bay  east  facade. Access  to  the  front 
door  is  gained  via  an  open  projecting  front  norch 
v/hich  exhibits  Italianate  Lrakets  and-,  stylized  columns. 
This  porch  was  added  c.  1870. This  house’s  south  gable  faces 
Farm  Road. Originally  4 bays  wide, a polygonal  bay  window 
::f.3  added  at  some  point  in  the  late  19th  century,  (see 
illustrations)  .Its  v.inao-’^s  are  simply  enframed. A single 
window  appears  in_  the  center  of  its  pedimented  attic.  * 

HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  ouTiers  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  .to  the  development  of  the  community) 


) 


BIBLIOGMPHV 

) 


This  house  has  significant  historical  associations 
v/ith  Rev.  Edmund  Dowse  and  his  son  William  Bradford 
Homer  Dowse.lt  was  built  in  l838,the  year  Edmund  Dowse 
became  the  pastor  of  the  newly  formed  Evangelical 
Society , later  Pilgrim  Church.A.  s:raduate  of  Amh.crst  College 
he  first  preached  in  Ashland, Ma.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Bowditch  Dowse. He  was  the  Pilgrim  Chujjch's  pastor  for  67 
years. Active  in  state  and  local  politics, he  was  a member 
of  the  Massachusetts  Senate,  chairman  of  the  . 

Sherbom  School  Committee  for  67  years  and  Chairman  of  the 
State  Senate  for  25 .In  addition  he  was  a Chaplain  in  the 
Civil  War. One  of  the  most  famous  preachers  in  the  Boston 
area, he  was  reknowned  for  his  wedding  ceremonies. Couples 
came  from  out  of  state  to  be  married  by  Rev. Dowse . Service 
of  celebration  were  held  to  honor  his  25  years, 40, 50  and 
finally  60  years  as  pastor  of  Pilgrim  Church. 

Rev. Edmund  Dowsers  only  son, William  Bradford  Homer 
Dowse, was  bom  in  this  house  in  1852. He  was  a successful 
lawyer  and  businessman. A graduate  of  West  Newton  Classical 
High  School'  and  Harvard, he  opened  patent  law  offices  in 
Boston  and  New  York. His  manufacturing  interests  included 
Reed  &Barto:i  and  United  Carr  Fastener  and  others  where  he 
served  as  director  both  here  and  abroad. He  was  a philan- 
thropist in  the  tradition  of  his  great  uncle  Thomas  who 
provided  the  money  for  the  Old  Town  Hall ( 1858 ) .William 
funded  the  construction  of  The  Dowse  Memorial  Library 
(built  1914, it  presently  houses  the  Town  Offices.) 

It  was  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  his  parents. He  also  gave 
the,  Memou^^pStaiue  (1924)which  is  located  in  front  of  the 
6^nlP:Fal^fr^et^^.  sister  Deborah  Perry  Dowse  Coolidge 
lived  in  this  house  for  many  years. She  was  a Sherbom 
school  teacher  and  local  historian. In  1914  she  moved  to 
2 North  Main  St. 

Maps  of  1857,1875,1889. 

Margaret  Dowse  Bunt ins  file 
Dowse  Geneology. 

Anne  C . Shaughnessy  ®he_History_2f_.Sherbom 
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Rev  Edmund  Dowse  House 
al870s  Stereopticon  view 
courtesy  of  the  Sherborn 
Historical  Society. 


Note  absence  of  two  story 
bay  on  street  facade. 


I 

I 


cl 910  photograph  of  the 
Rev  Edmund  Dowse  House 
courtesy  of  the  Sherborn 
Historical.  Societ^y 


Va 


rrv\  nd, 


<53  <! 


Rev.  Edmund  Dowse  1813-1905 

»• 

Pliotograph  from  A Record  of  the  Exercises 
in  Honor  of  Rev  Edmund  Dowse  DSD^^l898 
by  Charles  Francis  Adams  . ^ 


S 


FORM  B - BUILDING 


Sherborn 


ess  34  Farm  Road 


oric  Namepossibly  A.  b.  Potter's  Mill 
Original  possibly  a mill 
Present  residence 


MASSACHUSETTS  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 
294  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108 


rship : 0 Private  individual 
Private  organization_ 

Patricia  Pal  dwell-.. 


Public 


Original  owner 


Area 

Form  no. 

zy 

location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  , features. 

Indicate  north. 


Recorded  by  Edward  W.  Gord9n 

Organization  .ghprbnrn  Ui  f-oTTim j 9 g i r^n 

July,  1981 


_ :RIPTI0N: 
Date  c.  1870-75 


Source  Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s research 
Style  untilitarian  frame  vernacular 


Architect 


Exterior  wall  fabric  swingle 
Outbui 1 dings 


Major  alterations  (with  dates) 


Moved 


Date 


Approx,  acreage 


1.7 


Setting  nestled  behind  a knol]  end  bnili- 
into  a hillside.  A giant  old  maple  shades 
the  front-alonq  the  west  end  of  the  dwellin' 


is  a stream  with  its  sides  walled  with  rocki 

to  form  a channel. 

(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


Fq(«  fc), 


ARCHITECTURAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  and 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community) 


This  is  a simple  late  19th  century  frame  vernacular  structure. 


HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  o\%ners  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 

This  structure's  proximity  to  a stream  lined  with  rock  walls  suggests  that  it  may 
have  been  a mill.  It  was  built  c.  1870-1875  on  Andrew  Potter's  property.  He  lived 
across  the  street  at  #35  Farm  Road  and  owned  some  100  acres  of  land.  This  structure 
was  remodeled  into  a dwelling  in  the  early  1900' s. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY'  and/or  REFERENCES 


Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s research. 

Anne  C.  Shauqhessy-A  Guide  to  Sherborn 
1875  map 
1889  map 


20M-2/80 


I 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


sss  35  Farm  Road 


Dric  Name  Joseph  Bacon  House 


Original  residence 


Present  residence 


Original  owner  Joseph  Bacon 


ship : O Private  individual 
Private  organization_ 

Walter  Rnbh  TTT 

Public 


Area 

Form  no. 

25 

SKETCH  MAP 

Draw  map  showing  property's 
location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features. 

Indicate  north. 


Organization  Sherborn  Historical  Commission 


Date  July,  1981 


DESCRIPTION: 

Date  1765-1768 

Source  Morse's  History 

Style  Georgian 

poQeibly  ,Tr>gepVi  naerm^  eerpenter 

Exterior  wall  fabric  clapboard 

Outbuildings  garage 


Major  alterations  (with  dates)  remodeled 
in  1950' s 


Moved  :z.-\\ Date 

Approx,  acreage  3 . \\ 

Setting  situated  on  the  north  side  of 
Farm  Road  across  from  a large  barn,  grounds 
are  beautifully  landscaped 


(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


Fanri  fcl, 


{' 

I 


ARCHITECTURM  SIGNIFICANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  and 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  communitv) 


n 


Dating  to  the  mid  18th  century,  this  handsome  country  Georgian  farm  house  displays 
a symmetical  5 bay  main  facade  and  central  chimney.  Its  front  door  is  flanked  by  Doric 
pilasters.  Above  the  door  is  a transom  containing  five  small  bull's  eye  panes. 

This  dwelling  culminates  in  a gable  roof  with  short  eaves. 


HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (e:>:plain  the  role  o\A7iers  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 

Joseph  Bacon  may  have  built  this  house.  He  was  the  carpenter  who  enlarged  the 
old  First  Parish  Church  by  cutting  it  in  two  and  adding  20  ft.  in  the  middle.  Bacon 
had  acquired  part  of  the  Morse  family  holdings.  He  sold  it  to  Joseph  Holbrook  in 
1769.  Henry  Pratt  and  his  bride  Aseneth  Holbrook  acquired  this  dwelling  in  1802.  Their 
son,  Jacob,  born  here  in  1806,  invented  and  manufactured  corn  planters,  shellers,  and 
other  machines.  He  was  also  a landscape  architect  of  note,  laying  out  the  formal  , 
gardens  of  8 Washington  Street  and  Pine  Hill  Cemetery  (1852) . vW 

By  the  1870 's  A.  B.  Potter  owned  this  house  and  100  acres  of  land. 

^According  to  Charles  H.Sowse^ Joseph  Bacon  was  Captain  of  the 
9th  Sherbom  Company  and  marched  on  the  L9th  of  April,  1775. 

He  is  said  to  have  been  a doctor  as  well  as  a carpenter. 

Farm  Road  is  one  of  Sherboms  oldest  streets-it  once  linked 
the  Morse  family  farm  with  Sherborn  Center, Morses  settled  in 
Sherbom  in  the  1650' s. Over  time  Farm  Road  has  been  called 
The  Road  to  the  Farm  ,The  Village  Road  to  Dover  and^Trinity 
Street  -its  eastern  terminus  is  near  the  Pilgrim  Church, 

It  officially  became  Farm  Road  in  the  ea^rly  1900' s. 

Seven  houses  along  this  venerable  thoro^fare  p(^ess  seg- 
ments which  date  before  1800, 


BIBLI0GR.iiPm'  and/or  REFERENCES 

Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s research 
Anne  C.  Shugnessy-Guide  to  Sherborn 
1798  assessor's  list 
maps  of  1875  and  1889 

Map  Of  1857  and  'Sherbom  Past  and  Present'  I674-1924 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


oric  Name  Moses  C.  Babcock  House 


Original residence 


Present  residence 


rship:  S3  Private  individual 

Private  organization  Gilbert 
Mudge 

Public 


Original  owner  Moses  C«  Babcock 


ess  64  Farm  Road 


location  in  relation  to  nearest 
cross  streets  and  other  buildings 
or  geographical  features. 

Indicate  north. 


MASSACHUSETTS  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 
294  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108 


shgriaom. 


Date 


c.  1838 


Source  Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s file 


Area 

Form  no. 

2^ 

1 


Style  early  19th  c.  frame  vernacular 

Architect 

Exterior  wall  fabric  clapboard 

Outbuildings stable 


Major  alterations  (with  dates)  "ell”  is 
probably  original  to  house,  enlarged 
in  1970* s 

Moved  Date 


Recorded  by  Edward  W,  Gordon 

Organization  Sherborn  Historical  Comm. 
Date  “ July  1981 


Approx,  acreage  3.QQ 

Setting  located  in  area  which  retains 

much  of  its  pre  20th  c.  co\intrv  charm, 
surrounded  by  fields  and  woods. 


(Staple  additional  sheets  here) 


bH  RJ  . 


ARCHITECTUR.A.L  SIGNIFICANCE  (describe  important  architectural  features  ar'’ 
evaluate  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  community) 


This  handsome  residence  is  composed  of  a 2^  story  main  block,  rear 
wing  and  side  addition.  Its  main  Block  culminates  in  a ridge  roof  with 
return  eaves  and  its  edges  are  crisply  defined  by  narrow  corner  ’^'^grds  I: 
the  center  of  the  5 bay  main  facade  is  a front  door  which  exnibits  20-f~^  c. 
Colonial  Revival  treatments,  (note  pediment)..  The  main  block's  floor  plan 
is  similar  to  that  of  1 North  Main  Street  which  was  constructed  in  183 J. 
Both  houses  display  similar  small  square  attic  windows. 


HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  (explain  the  role  owners  played  in  local  or  state  history 
and  how  the  building  relates  to  the  development  of  the  community) 


This  house  was  built  at  the  time  of  Moses  C.  Babcock's  marriage  to 
Persis  W.  Hill  of  Sherborn  (late  1830' s).  Moses  C,  Babcock  is  listed  as 
the  owner  of  this  property  in  1875  and  1889.  Presumably  he  was  a farmer. 


Over  the  years.  Farm  Road  has  been  called  "The  Road  to  the  Farm",  "The 
llage  Road  to  Dover"  and  "Trinity  Street",  the  latter  because  of  its  prox- 
ity  to  the  Pilgrim  Church.  In  the  early  1900 's  it  officially  became  known 
"Farm  Road". 


j 1 
y 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES 


Margaret  Dowse  Buntin' s research 

Anne  C.  Shaughnessy  - A Guide  to  Sherborn 
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